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T o Demand more Social and Affo-rdable Housing

CLINIC TIMES The housing crisis is the greatest social disaster facing  If elected I will demand that the council:
this country. Our government’s housing policies have ¢ [ssue Compulsory Purchase Orders on
Ied 10 a situation where 13,000 people mcludlng 4, 000 buildi ngs and sites that have been left vacant

_People Before Profit ' - are currently homeless g s aldde valid reason,
Dtin Laoghaire . . L . ' Increase the proportion of new homes that
Rents and house prices in Din Laoghairé and are social and affordable from 10% to 50%.
Blackrock are out of control. The average rent is now Redefine “affordable homes” so it is based
Dln Laoghaire €2,400 per month and the average house pnce in our on average incomes and not a percentage of
e S ow S the market value.

Accelerate the k_:oﬂstruction' of public and
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InTroducmg CIAN MAC AONGHUSA

Cian Mac Aonghusa has been a dedicated activist in Blackrock and Dn Laoghaire over the past decade.
He has been active in building campaigns and protests demanding mare public and affordable
housing.Cian played a leading role in the Student Climate Strike movement bath nationally and in his own
school, Newpark Comprehensive. He is very actively involved in the current protest movement against
Israel's genocide in Gaza. Previously campaigned for Repeal in the Din Laoghaire Together for Yes, as
well as for marriage equality.

“As a young person, most of my generation are being locked out of o future in this country
because of unaffordable rents and house prices. We need to build a mass movement for public
and affordable housing so young and working people are not forced to leave the country. Join

me in the fight to create a fairer and equal Blackrock "
Cian and Melisa leafletting in Dan Laoghaire

for social and affordable housing.

The next local election will be held on Everyone who is a resident in Ireland is -

7th June of 2024. Cian MacAonghusa eligible to vote in the local elections. All you ReQISter TO VOte
will be running as the People Before  need to register is your PPS Number and https:fiwww.checktheregister.ie/en-1E/
Profit candidate for Blackrock. the Eircode of your place of residence. or by scanning the QR code.




Ddn Laoghaire Welcomes is a coalition
of trade union groups, community groups,
activists and political parties in the greater
Dun Laoghaire area. We were involved in
forming this coalition to show a Cead Mile
Failte to those seeking asylum living in our
council area.

Our community has a long history of
welcoming new arrivals. We have seen
the positive impact that diversity and
openness can bring to a community.

Diin Laoghaire Welcomes at the Ddn
Laoghaire St. Patrick's Day parade

SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
TRUST OUR SCHOOLS

This government is failing our children.

All across the country children with additional
needs are being left without the support they
need. The waiting lists for Assessment of Needs
and the Children’s Disability Network Teams are
endless with children waiting years for the
support they need.

are

Disability activists are demanding the '

This situation is as bad in schools with not
enough Special Ed Teachers, Special Needs
Assistants or special classes. Now the
government has made it even worse by
changing the method for aIIocatrng all these
resources.

In September many local schools will have less” .’
support available for children. This is not good
enough. Cian and People Before Profit have
helped initiate a campaign calling on the
government to trust our local schools and

allocate Special Ed teachers and SNAs based

on need.

People Before Profit with Dun Laoghaire
Disability Rights Activists, 2023

Richard and Melisa at a public meeting on special
needs education

GAELSCOIL LAIGHEAN -
Fés ag Fanacht Suimh
Bhuain

Mount Anville, tar éis feachtas fada pobal na
gaelscoile. T4 dioma orainn nach mbéidh an

Jovernment ratlfy the Optional Protocol to the

Téa Gaelscoil Laighean tar éis suiomh buan a
shochrd ar sean-suiomh an chomhairle contae i

Ddn Laoghiare Welcomes

In recent months, DN Laoghaire has welcomed
people seeking asylum into the area. We have
seen local groups reaching out to welcome our
new residents, who are already beginning to
integrate into the community.

As our community continues to grow, we must
work together to push back against narratives
that aim to divide us. The issues we face as a
society are the result of ongoing state policy
failure and we must work together for an Ireland
for all.

Human Rights

for greater drsabrlrty nghts Thrs wr!! mclude o

space can be changed once const
has begun that can result in members of
the community being excluded.

In 2018 our councillor Dave O'Keeffe
braught forward a motion on beach
accessibility_for wheelchair users. The

ach accessibility programme
includes the provision of beach
wheelchairs and access to the water for
wheelchair users. '

inacmhainne. Ta freagracht ag an roinn
oideachais pleanéil ceart a dhéanamh do
na scoileanna até geallta acu. Taimid ag
iarradh ar an aire Oideachais plean a chuir

Oscloidh Gaelscoil Laighean i 2019. Ba chéim
olimhdr chun cinn € don feachtais ghaeiloideais
sa Charraig Dhubh. Ni ach 8% de dhaltai
bunscoile ag freastal ar scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge
sna 26 chontae faoi lathair in ainneoin go bhfuil
fonn ar roinnt tuismitheoiri go bhfoghlamionn a
bpaisti tri Ghaeilge. T4 an pobal na Gaelscoile
Laighin an-mheallta, afach, nach bhfuil stiiomh
buan dirtinach acu fés i 2024.
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suiomh lonnaithe sa Charraig Dhubh nd i mbaile
an bhéthair; agus mar gheall ar easpa phleanail
agus easpa maoirseacht ceart san roinn
Oideachais, ba an t-aon suiomh a raibh ar fail &it
ina raibh tithiocht inacmhainne agus tithfocht
soisialta le bheith lonnaithe.

Cé gur votail Clir Melisa Halpin ar son an suiomh

a thabhairt chuig an nGaelscoil, nil sé maith go
leor go bhfuil ar chomhairleoiri rogha a
dhéanambh idir scoileanna agus tithiocht

| bhfeidhm chun foirgnimh a solathar do
Gaelscoil Laighean agus na scoileanna
eile sa cheantar comh luath agus is féidir.
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Scan for article in English!
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Free, Frequent and 24 hour Public Transport

Despite the urgent need to rapidly increase our public transport network, Fine Gael, Fianna
Fail and the Greens have let our network stagnate. There has been no extension to the
LUAS network in over 15 years. In 2017, Fine Gael sold half of the bus network in Din
Laoghaire to Go Ahead. This has led to worse conditions for bus drivers and a consequent
deterioration of services. The level of late buses and services that simply do not show up is

unacceptable.

If elected | will campaign to renationalise our transport services and move them away from
a profit-led model. We need more buses and bus drivers on the road as well as further
expansion of the LUAS and DART networks. People Before Profit is campaigning
nationally to make public transport free and introduce 24 hour services. The fact our public
transport shuts down before midnight inhibits our night time economy and increases the
cost of living for everybody - especially for our essential shift workers.

Ecological

Regeneration

Community Led
—Reforestation — -

The ecological and climate crisis is the
defining issue of our century. Its impacts
are already being felt through rising food
prices, increasing water stress and natural
disasters all around the world. Nationally,
People Before Profit has committed to
transformational policies to break Ireland’s
dependence on fossil fuels.

Locally, it is essential to protect Dublin’s
biodiversity and its ecosystems. If elected
to the Council Cian will call on the council
to develop Community Woodlands - a
community led project to redevelop native
woodlands in our local areas. Less than
19% of Ireland is covered by native forest
and woodland.

People Before Profit have a proud record
of campaigning to protect and expand
native forests. In 2021 we successfully
campaigned to prevent the sale of 39

_ acres of farest in Enniskerry. In 2013,
People Before Profit was a key part of the
mass movement to prevent the
privatisation of Coillte - the State forestry
company. Native woodlands and
ecosystems are vital to reducing carbon
emissions, maintaining healthy soils and
protecting our water quality.

Cian, Richard and Melisa at a Save Our Forest
public meeting, 2019
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TV
RETROFITTING
SCHEME REVAMP

The latest environmental survey by the Din
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
revealed that its largest source of carbon
emissions comes from social housing. Most
of the houses in Blackrock and across the
constituency are over half a century old. This
is due to poor insulation and the Council's
neglect of social housing in the county for
decades. Poor insulation means lower
‘income families face higher energy costs in
order to adequately heat their homes.

We are calling for a much more ambitious
retrofitting scheme which will improve the
living conditions of those in council housing,
while also reducing their cost of living. This
needs to be implemented broadly, and as a
priority. Schemes which focus on small
groupings or take years to implement are not
solutions to the problems people face. For
those on low incomes who own their own
homes, the gap between government grants
and the cost of retrofitting is too wide. We
must demand bigger retrofit grants for those
on low and modest incomes.

Additionally, the finance models used for
non-council housing retrofitting must be
restructured. Many of the current models,
such as the installation of solar panels,
require high upfront payments which many
people cannot afford. This means that the
people who would benefit the greatest from
these schemes cannot avail of them.

We need to change how the schemes are
run to allow gradual payback to the council,
instead of applying for refunds from the
council after paying out thousands.

Cian campaigning with People Before Profit Trinity

STOP GAZA GENOCIDE
Free Palestine

For over six months-israel has-inflicted death
and destruction on the people of Gaza, killing
more than 34,000 people, mostly children and
women. This horror follows decades of ethnic
cleansing, apartheid and occupation by Israel
against the Palestinians, actively supported by
the US, UK and EU governments. Irish people
have shown solidarity with the people of Gaza
and Palestine. Despite protests here in Ireland
and across the world, the Irish government has
refused to impose sanctions on Israel.

People Before Profit has been key to building
support in Ireland. Cllr Melisa Halpin

proposed a motion to the council supporting the
international Boycaott Divestment and

Sanctions campaign, requesting that we should:

Impose a Boycott and Sanctions on the Israeli
apartheid regime.

Prosecute |srael for the crime of genocide and
other war crimes.

Defend Irish neutrality and ban US military
aircraft and weapons from Irish airports.

Cian, Melisa and MEP candidates Brid Smith at a
Palestine Solidarity demonstration
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Sports Builds Communities

Community-level sports and grassroots clubs are some of our communities' most important
social networks, yet they are vastly underfunded. Across Europe, Ireland, in 2021, registered the
lowest ratio (0.1 % of GDP) devoted to ‘recreational and sporting services' (Eurostat, 2023).

Our area has a chronic shortage of pitches, clubhouses and basic infrastructure. Every club we
meet needs more funding, space, or basic support. Richard Boyd Barrett and Clir Melisa Halpin
have supported clubs like Monkstown Boxing Club, Granada, Sallynoggin-Pearse, Spring Hill
Tennis and many others in their fights for clubhouses, pitches etc.

As People Before Profit, we are calling
for:
e Doubling Government spending to meet,
if not exceed, European averages.
More provision of pitches for grassroots
sports clubs. : :
Better serviced facilities and upkeep o  Dubiin Rape Crisis

through staffing and government financial ~ People Before Profit with Monkstown boxing e
support clutx at the site of their new facility.

Blackrock Baths - hobares:
STILL DERELICT  Sasirse Worme:

Sonus Wome!
MIGRANT VICT

FM MO-ERY;

Itis an utter disgrace that the Blackrock baths
site is still derelict. The baths shut in 1987 and
the council has let the site fall into dereliction
eventually having to remove the iconic driving
board as it became dangerous. People
Before Profit, working with Save Our Seafront, .
has campaigned for years for this site to he ;;fi:: ',;f:
redeveloped as a fully public amenity. 087 752 6217

New plans for the site are due to come

“forward in the coming months, we believe the

whole seafront area of the baths must be a

fully public amenity. We do not want to see

what is public land sold off for private
development. If elected, Cian will campaign

SDOCG to Play for proper public consultation with the

Well done to all those in the Clonkeen and community about the future of this site and

Seapoint areas who have been will insist on a fully accessible, fully public
campaigning for more play facilities. The development.

Council has just announced two new
playgrounds, one in Longford Gardens
beside Salthill Dart Station and one up in
Clonkeen Park.

Cian campaigning with Dave and Richard

e

The slow roll-out of proper places to play
for children and young people is not good
enough. If elected Cian promises to
campaign for proper resources to be
provided for our community.

Dereliction at Blackrock Baths '

- .Vour Local Team
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