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Smce the Foundation of the State

Towards the

End of 1921:
Putting it in '

o Context
- The Decade of Centenaries Programme : :
- (2012-2023) was initiated under Fine Gaelin o e o Oﬂndepemdehce raged
; . . between the Irish Republican
Gevernment to complement the on-going

o ¢ Army and British forces, both
.. .programme of annual State commemorations sides recorded heavy losses in

. —andto ensu'ﬂ? that this seminal and complex response to the events of Bloody ~~ @mmunition were in very short
period in our history, including the Struggle for Sunday (November 1920) and due supply. Nevertheless the ﬁghtmg
Independence, the Civil War; and the Foundation to the escalating violence around : continued.
~ of the State, is remembered appropriately and Munster —including the burning of On1lth July 1921, th_e--War of
; respectfu/ ully. Cork City in December1920. Indepandence cametoan end .
. Manyof Fme Gaeland Cumann nanGaedheals Méif@]éw_ﬁiég ﬁﬁé'ééa'iﬁ'EQ'ﬁé‘ g *’*'gltrzzcz;h t’ gzhgijé;edrm%’r forcaseme e
. founders played pivotal roles throughout this counties across Ireland as British L :
period, which was not without tragedy and forces 'Strulg_g\ed to counteract n October 1921 agroup oflnsh
; da Ireland's military strategy, delegates, led by Arthur Griffith,
- sacrifice. As Tanaiste and as your local TD, | am : L .
; i o o ; spearheaded by Michael Collins. travelled to London to negotiate
S Breou LOIHIG this e commemoratrve ~ Following the occupation and the terms of the Anglo-lrish Treaty.
o !eaﬁgr with you. | hope you find it to be of interest., sibsequenE buming ofthe Dustan The President of the Irish Repuiblic,
 House in May 1921, which saw Eamaon de Valera did not attend.
%) heavy losses for Irish forces, it At 2AM on 6th Dec_.;ember 1921,
became clear to Collins and other . the Anglo-lrish Treaty was signed
Irish leaders that weapons and in 10 Dowmng Street
Some of the main provisions of the Anglo-Irish Treaty |nc!uded - -
- ~ The establishment of a 32 county Irish Free Ireland border; o -
State; _ - AnQath of Allegiance to be L
- Thatlreland would be a self-governing dominion pledged to the Constitution : g
- Within the British Empire like Canada and ofthe Irish Free State by = g =
Australia; - Members of the Oireachtas. e 5 a2
; 7 > N e s B
- Aclause which would permit Northern IreEand to - ACouncilofireland made = lx= : _o{"éf;‘f—*
opt-out of the new Free State if it so wished; up of representatives from T Bakerdesd £
- Theestablishment bf a Boundary Cornmission North and South to enable A oo Gt
to examine the adjustment of the Northern all-island co- operatton

The Cabinet of the Errsh Repu blic was split on the Treaty S contents however by a

Dublin West Constituency b leovaradkar@oirie

Té n a iste Leo : Ieoconsﬁtuency@tanmste gov.ie

i L] @leovaradkar

- VARADKAR

Minister for Enterprlse Trade and Employment _ _ ' F[N-E GAEL"*’ -




g 16 January 1922:
A “Dublin Castle is officially handed over to the
Provisional Irish Government, led by Michael Collins.

: [fh December 1921
ik

- 7" January 1922:
- Déil Eireann debates the Anglo-Irish Treaty

. at Earlsfort Terrace. These are more commonly
* known as The Treaty Debates!

¢

16 June 1922

A General Election is held in the midst of the falloua
of the Treaty. Pro Treaty parties receive gver 75% Of i
* the votes.

. 12" August 1g922:

Arthur Griffith, President of Dail Eireann., dies suddenly.

Credit Getty; fges

- Michael Collins,
Chairman of

the Provisional
Government and
Commander-in-
Chief of the Irish
National Army
is killed in an
ambush at Beal
na Blath.

: Dail Eireann votes in favour of the Anglo-
. Irish Treaty by 64-57. This causes a major
- split in the Sinn Fein party.

ssrscisunsnsanas

9" September 1922:
W.T Cosgrave is elected the new President of Diéil Eireann
and Chairman of the Provisional Government.

Eamon de Valera resigns as President of the
Irish Republic and is replaced by Arthur Griffith.

25" October 1922:

The Constitution of the Irish Free State is adopted by veseiesceereaisnenna.
Diil Eireann

i el

Arthur Griffith was one of the earliest Irish political

.OJ The current SinnFéin ko

party inthe Daltwas founded in
1870 when it split from another
version of Sinn Féin now called the
Workers Party. Despite using the
name, its roots are distant from
the original Sinn Féin founded by

Griffith and led by Collins.
The majority of TDs elected for
the original Sinn Féinvoted for
the Treaty and many found their
way into Cumann nanGaedheal
and later Fine Gael.

For more information, read
‘A guide to the many groups
wha've used the Sinn Féin name’

(Séan O Duibhir). RTE. 2020. " assassination of Michael Collins,
o) It |

heavyweights of the 20th century — even though he passed
away shortly before the Irish Free State came intc existence.
A founder of the Sinn Fein Party, he became a high-profile
figure throughout the First and Second Dail- Griffith led the
Irish Delegation during the Treaty Negotiations and was
elected as President of Dail Eireann following De Valera's
resignation-afterthe Dail's ratification of the Treaty. He

died suddenly on 12th August 1622 — ten days before the
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5ﬂ‘ December 1922:

The British Parliarnent formally adopts the Trish

Free State Constitution Act 1922.

.
.

6™ December
1922: ;
The Irish Free State officially S\
comes into existence.

8t December 1922:

Northern Ireland opts out of the Irish Free State.

1922- o
Estabhshment of Institutio:
of the Ir1sh Free_S' ate

An Garda Slochana

The Anglo-lrish Treaty led to
the disbanding of the Royal lrish
Constabulary, In 1922, Michael
Collins ordered the recruitment
of anew police force called the
Civic Guard. On August 8th1923,
the Civic Guard was renamed An

7 Garda Siochana -
the very same force.
that continues to keep
the peace onour streets

today.

“On behalf of Ireland, one of the Oglaigh na hEireann:

oldest and yet one of the youngest

The Defenice Forces (Temporary Provisions)
Act 1523 was enacted to raise and maintain an

readiness with which our app]z'carion to , The Courts: .

: ~nations, and speaking for the Irish armed force to be called Oglaigh na hEireant

3 “Government and the Irish DC]Cg’HEiOII, This new force was establishedin 1924 andis
: - stillthe only legitimate armed force in Irefand, -

: I thank this Assembly of the League of despite what certain other parties may argue

: Nations for the unanimous courtesy and

- be admitted to membership of the League

Anew legal system was introduced through the Courts of

has been received and RPPIOVed. 39 © Justice Act 1924 by Kevin O'Higgins that was based largelyon . = .

WT. Cosgrave, 10th September 1623 atthe =
Assembly of the League of Nations.

———the Brtishsystem. This comprised of a District Court, Cirat e 29
Court, High Court, Court of Criminal Appeal and the Supreme
Court. Any Supreme Court decision could be appesled to «
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Councu —a rlght that was
u]umately abolished in 1933.

O

The Irish Free State constitution was
among the first in the world to give women
the right to vote and stand for election on
the same basis as men.

While the Irish Civil Serviﬁié was not o
‘established by law, it was regulated by the
Civil Service Regufaaon Act 1924. .

O

WM 18901922).

There s no denying the fact that Michael Collins was one of the greatest eadﬂng :ghts
throughout Ireland’s struggle for Independence. A cunning strategist, he mastermmded a
intelligence network and republican military campaign that sought to undermine British
in lreland. He soon became the most-wanted man in the British Empire. Notwrthstandmg
this status, Collins travelled to 10 Downing Street as one of five plenipotentiaries to - - .
negotiate the Anglo-Irish Treaty. Following the passage of the Treaty, he became. Chafrma
of the Provisional Government of the Irish Free State. He served as Commana‘erm Chief of:
the (Irish Free State) National Army at the outbreak of Civil War in 1922. The National Armiy
proved to be successful against the Anti-Ireaty Forces, however; Collins would ultimately.
never see the conclusion of the war. He was assassinated, aged 31, at Bealna Blathon
22nd August 1922 — a week after the sudden death of Arthur Gmﬁ‘ith and a few short
months before the Irish Free State came into existence.«




' tth|s pﬁan was scrapped
was renovated and

- American Ambassador’s Residence

(Deerfield) was the Chief Secretary's

© residence. He was the British cabinet

memberresponsible for Ireland.
The building became the residence

- of the US ambassador to Ireland in
1927 symbolising the new State’s

. re-orientation away from Britain and
. towards America.

The Magazine Fort was used by the
British army for 2560 years. It was

. raided during the 1916 Rising. An

unarmed member of the garrison and
anarmed sentry were shot in what was

- among the first actions in the Rising,
The rebels planned to blow it up but

were unsuccessful. Raided by the
IRAIN 1939, it became known as the
‘Christmas Raid'. They stole weapons
and ammunition from the Irish Army
but most of it was recovered. The Fort

“is currently undergoing restoration by

the OPW with the aim of turning this
historic site into a new visitor attractlon
and museum.

The Phoenix Park Visitor Centre was -

the residence of the Under-Secretary
of State for Ireland until independence.
It was used by the Papal Nuncic up until
1978 reflecting the close and changing
relationship between the new Irish
state and the Vatican. The nuncio now

has a modern residence located on the

Navan Road.
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" 'near Kelly's Pub (no _
‘House)in December 1919-

eleven volunteers
unsuccessfully
attemptedto =
assassinatethe
Viceroy, Lord French
onhis return home
to the Phoenix Park -
via Ashtown Train

Station. Oneof

them, Martin Savage
was k lled and gave

ina shootout WEth crownforcesin
Dublin. Six of the vo1unteers Went on

to servein the new Natlona
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