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' NEW TREATY -
AFTER TALKS Sl
WITH LONDON 6

Heath, Faulkner and Lynch want
to preserve Tory rule in Ireland
with a new political set-up

The tri-partite talks on the North are, in reality, a conference of Tory prime ministers
trying to preserve the power and interests in Ireland of the class they represent.
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The fact that a large section of the popul-

ation i s Six ¢ ies s become un- : 4 Lapitngs : xh :
;:); ;:‘I:::t:::i:ﬁxi 3?;;‘l\:l\yh:::'rte:l(c&n:lTl‘w 1" with the offer of a face-saving political formula
ey e of cours o big stick will be used if
stability not only of Stormont but of 88, but the big stick will be used i

Leinster House and Westminster. Heath, e -
Faulkner and Lynch have to work out a Needless to say, the working class will not be

settlement which each can present as a represented at the London talks, but never-

‘wictory in his home territory, and appease  theless its organisations can use the existing
their respective ‘wild men.’ situation to put pressure on the three govern- I I I
The most likely future development.is a new ments so as to raise the level of democracy ;

‘Protestant Ulster’ is about to be ditched -~

: in both parts of Ireland. Lynch, Heath and K\is Y
constitutional arrangement between Ireland E. ae Y g ; The Forcible Entry Bill is now law. After a life, of which the members of the CORL
and Britain which would preserve the econ- :ua:cl:(:;e;fh&eéjtz;ia:j:;g;g;;%?ﬂnm:i debate lasting approximately 100 hours in should be aware, is that while there is a good
omic status-quo with whatever changes are and its possible future use asa political 2 the D4il and 40 hours in the Senate, the Bill  chance of a properly-organised commitice
,_ lll‘d“’ in the political set-up. Leading weapon by the organised working class was steamrolled through, adding to the getting a few thousand people to protest
blishment journals in Britain have al- ; : mockery already made during the last two against the possibility of an anti-working-class

drawing new boundaries Socialists.are bound to suﬂ:ort the demands | years of our so-called democratic institutions. Bill of this nature becoming law, the numbers

iy 3 (19 S e e gt A 6 A | o il ot the e (oSS oo bk et
present Northern Ireland state has no future™.Ireland without possibility of negation by *& Gael and Labour opposition that the Fianna z't b e ouge
1t is obvious that the more intelligent sections the Special Powers Act or Offéences Against mient'ds na longer interested in ol ten . ppens, y

4 % : \ il ' PERES Tt one, where t!
of the British ruling class are anxious for an  the State Act. This is a primary need for even Keeping up the pretence to the mﬂdnn tat:?:nb::kb‘;%:‘?:ea?f thei'r e‘;“ su‘:: &e(t)g:e
end to the chaos in lreland, particularly with the successful building of a united working class that Ddil Eireann is a democratic parl- <R sidared BY°tF pobl'
their possible membership of the EEC loom- class movement and ending the scourge of lament in which the workers through elected :::LI;: ,l(')[t,;v,:)lll]\! ,?,‘r[e“(:;{':\;i(fz Wl((.‘::lﬂlﬁl;%e,
: sal ‘agits ave ne
ing up. Lynch can use this factor in his bar-  sectarianism APPLS Tf“ “_m',‘ 5 ol "”“'" T the ‘I‘\‘_"“”“'\ |,‘_.“N;“, do. & .
gaining, and can also contrast the relatively or policy emanating from that house.

Here, the trade unions can be of great
effect. The unions now constitute the only
organisations in the North where catholic

What should have been done? It is now
too late to stop the Bill. If the CORL still
intend to have a go at rendering it ineffective,

sedate 26 Counties with Faulkner’s folly

in the Six, and hope to persuade the
British to abandon the 1920 settlement in
favour of a' 32-county neo-cclony, safe for
EEC and British exploiters but not needing
the expensive presence of thousands of
heavily-armed British troops to maintain

It is equally obvious to the opposition
that the longer Fianna Fdil, in their blind

arrogance continue to make a farce of parl- : v v .
S workers can find common 5 ) ¢
and protestan( orkers jamentary dcmocracy, the sooner the WUl'k!ﬂg or havmg it declared UnCOHSHtUIlOl’lal, they

i D g ere made to e - iy ; i =
interest, hffqrta _shoukl t‘huc,for‘c b? ‘ ade class is going to realise that this is how things will hz_:ve to get a hpld of lh_emselves', and re
demand more militant trade union activity have always been except that, until now,all  9Tganise on the basis of their executive being
2 are! 1 acte in ene 1 e i g L o ’ 3 o 3 s y
on behalf of workers l’ll(t‘f‘r:.,:\l'ti‘lllld\:lch ‘hc]q?‘ parties in the Diil had pulled together inan  made up of delegates from interested organis-
as hOlIStﬂg and redundancies. Trade unionists effort to demonstrate that the working alass ﬂllOﬂS, no[' as is now the case, of individuals

order e e must be active in condemning sectarianism. really had a say in what went on in the who,l;egar(}less of ‘thel fact tha‘t t,hpy may bel

]\:9 ‘::,)“bf l‘i‘“ “"‘i_‘\"l.m,'\"‘El:‘d":;(‘;égvz&r?"y At the same time we must relentlessly ex- country. g‘if:;“e“r:s f(‘) [ll):{)‘ll:llj a:h(:;%aé‘rlsz;‘g:;igf:sno

HUDRIGE SIORG AR IR, RS ANC nl 8 pose any attempt to preserve or extend the If one looks at the many and varied WA S 3 g

to provide means of overcoming the major 1" Y E e b e rialism in whatever one looks at the many and varied This means that they cannot speak for or

obstacle to this plan: the supporters of "“.q‘é“.'"“t‘;]:’v . :"::: e amendments which were offered (o the Bill  pledge the active support of the members of

‘Protestant Ulster’. The signs are that EUARLEAY ApPYRTs it can be seen that no effort was made to the organisations to which they belong.
change the actual nature of the Bill—an attack

'on the working class by the powerful men of The Left in Dublin is notorious for the

®
Prl - n rOl farce tO property. All the amendments were simply ~ bad read-back it gets from committees on
attempts to diplomatically hide the blatant ~ Which it has accredited delegates, never mind

pro-private-property, anti-working-class nature the ones on which its members are working

b a of the Bill. in an ‘individual capacity.’ It was because of
con lnue ln a new Orm ‘ o the failure of the delegates of the various
; It was almost possible to imagine Garret organisations at the inaugural meeting of the

Although allegedly protected by the ‘National Wage Agreement’, the standard of living of l",'ZS\C“"Sl ‘1"“"‘8 ‘l}w dcdh\mlc 'S':llyfi}'glio't!]tl:? ~CORL to grasp this fact that the Socialist
working people has been subjected to a fierce onslaught in the last few months, We have had M"“h‘}" for Justice (under his brea .‘)- oL Party of Ireland, while still supporting the
withdrawal of the reduced rate of income tax, increases in wholesale and turnover tax, an Christ’s sake, Des, we don’t hcl'“"? a home-  agitation, withdrew from participation in the
outrageous rise in bus fares and, more recently, a further increase in the price of bread. less man, woman or child has the right to committee,

: move into vacant private property either, but

In an effort to ward off protest, the ‘govern- you don’t have to make it so damn obvious ~ ¢ S.,é;l.[?m; O Reachtagdin, on behalf of the
ment’ (as we politely call the robber gang who quietly into effect, without much protest or | some of these people can read, you know.”  ° "‘?C;“ ist Party, proposed that “‘the executive
rule us) have announced the establishment of publicity. In this way, public wrath was B e ot alB g fontha IRcle g ll*l? CO‘Ile“Fe be composed of accredited
a ‘National Prices Commission’ to take over  dissipated, and the goveriiment appeared to _““(‘“/V‘lf '”“{L) o :silioﬁ Stahe tover e(;‘g,‘“ﬁb r?m interested political, tenants
the price-control functions of the Department be taking some action to control prices, The | "% ¥ OL WIS S %, 8 and cultural organisations.” This proposal

: e \ : y . . .| ent’s lack of regard for them, the Forcible  was put to a vote and defeated, with the
;)ltlt‘lil:(li(l)]::i)j ;u:;l (onln‘r\:q‘cc. r:)emon;hatmg only l(i}l;lg ll]hc:-'y really cg:cl:ﬁflag'xzzl:,l;e date Kntry Bill should not have gone throughas  Communist Party, Connolly Youth Movement
g "How:(; thl: m’ée i:g;;ntngg::;:zﬁ?:vo ON'WRIGHFREINGIeasas BOoH : easily as it did, It should have been carried  Sinn Féin (Gardiner Place) and representat-

seats on the new commission. and-one for The trick has bccn_ repeated so often that (o its dexflh orlx l‘h|c;1_>;l rc.c:s ol:-}v] .1:1:1\1312?1[\ i ives of the‘vari_ous Labour Party branches,
the employers’ group, the Confederation of  ©Ven the most gullible people can now see haPpen‘ and the I'ktl -v{:l-\gne %or R voun‘g'agamst it. Seven people were then
Irish Industry. Two seats also g0 o the Irish through it. A new Punch and Judy show take the brunt of the blar - nominated for positions on the executive.
Housewives' Association. The CII have ex- has to be devised in which the government It is true that the Committee to Oppose It was then sk
pressed ‘anger’ and denounced the commiss-  2Ppears to be hammering the nasty employ- Repressive Legislation held a number of stated that the executive would report back
ion. - ers’ price rises in defence of the workers marches and demonstrations, but the attend- every two weeks to a public meeting at which

_ standard of living. If this is the purpose of the ance at these, while acceptable by left-wing they would be given a mandatcl for l.he_ m_ﬁxt
We hope that the trade union representatives  National Prices Commission, the trade union standards, was far too small when one thinks (wo weeks. So much for left-wing dlselplm_e.

will not allow themselves to be used as front-  moveme st refuse ave ¢ \ ; i f j ' !
selves sed as ment must refuse to have anythingto et s CTh Ath yEaraibla 3
men for a new governme fidence-tick e e e et T onio R LR of the far-ranging effects of the Forcible It is to be hoped that the CORL ha
| : government confidence-trick.  do with it. The farcical National Wage Entry Bill. A properly-organised committee : o ¢
The operation of ‘prices control’ until AR e v damage [ had A — ¥ learned from their mistakes. If not, th
prices control’ until now Agreement has already done enough damage | & - 4412 ve attracted much larger crowds if d d ta s brodlatabls s Lo
by the Department of Industry and Commerce to trade union unity — let us beware another | i comed to § pregictabio end, \

it hoped to have any effect on public opinion

A . ¢ ' committee being represented by a s
and in consequence the passing of the Bill, p

does not inspire confidence, to say the least.  cause of disunity. ) v
" of well-known people who are 1o

The usual process was for announced price

increases to produce a reaction of mock Statutory control of prices has never been an | Indeed, one got the impression from C.ORL to worn-out publicity stuntswitl
sui prisedrom the Minister, to be followed by  effective help to the workers' struggle. Sooner| speakers that they accepted that the Bill are already associatedudiy

an ‘cnqda?*& ting long enough for the or later, the lmsse:_‘ will pressure it out of would be passed in !olln, ;md were mcn‘cly lcprcscnlﬁﬁmoﬁt

public to t:umc;"waﬂp‘m] announcement existence, Our main battle in the present thinking in terms of breaking it en masse libwbﬁa'ﬂmtm

Then the price incrcu.«.in and went Systemis for more wages, and shorter hours. | afier it became law. An unfortunate fact of --"t’enan_ts 3nd C\ﬁtﬁtﬁi




" [ EDITORIAL
Threat to jobs

Trade unionists should beware of the Fianna Fdil and
Fine Gael attempt to sell usa pigin a poke: the
Common Market. Pro-EEC spokesmen have been
making wild promises of prosperity for all if we join
the Common Market. But the facts of life in the EEC
countries today prove otherwise,

The Brussels Commission (nor an elected body)
operates what is called an ‘approximation policy’
which means that trade union policy is brought to
the lowest common denominator existing in the EEC
and then nm_plem;n.!ed in all the member states. This
means that if we joined, ouy trade unions woula:i be
brought down to the level of those of West Germany
for instance, which are little better than house assoc-

iations under the thumb of the employers.

Joining the EEC would mean opening up the Iri
market to a flood of imported goolc,li fr08r11 ;a)ll the b?:
countries of western Europe, Irish industry, with its
small-scale Ep{oduction, could not hope to compete
with the EEC monopolies. We already have the bitter
lesson of ‘free trade’ with Britain, and the continuing
factory closures which have resulted from this. EEC
‘free trade” would be ten times more destructive.

Massive unemployment and emigration would certainly
be the result.

The EEC monopolies use migrant workers from
southern Italy and outside the EEC — Spain, Yugo-
slavia, Morocco, Algeria, Greece — to force down wages
in the industrialised areas. Migrant workers are badly

treated and kept in ghetto areas. The West German
sovernment allows agents of the Greek fascist régime
1o u'?erale offices in the country and terrorise Greek
Workers to prevent them from ioini |

) S 1 Joining trade unions or
complaining about bad conditions,

¥ Demand that our unions take a militant stand

against redundancies, unemployment and the Common

Market sell-out.

» Demand that the government present the full
facts on the implication of EEC membership to
the people.

[ 3 De‘mand a statement qf attitude on the EEC, ‘free
trade’ and redundancies from TDs and councillors,

Left unity

The slogan ‘Unity of the Left’ is often on the lips of
members of working-class political organisations, but
will it ever be translated into reality?

From the viewpoint of the Socialist Party this is a
!ong—terrq possibility, but there are long and difficult
intermediate stages in this development.

Firs't of all we can ask: why is the Left disunited?
Various Téasons come to mind; sectional divisions
in the working population, for example, skilled and

unskilled labour, union and non-union labour; lack of

class-coqsqiousness among workers; the influence of
bourgeois ideas and Propaganda on the people, part-

icularly in the Labour and Social-Democratic parties;
the complex problem of the national question and

¥ e L .
workers” attitudes to it, All these are factors which

have helped to produce the present political divisions
o the Left

Despite these obstacles, however, working-class
organisations with different policies and tactics can
engage in short-term co-operation on specific issues
such as housing and opposition to the Common
Market and repressive legislation. Some measure of
success has been achieved inshese fields, the most
spectacular being Dublin Housing Action Committee
in 1968 and 1969,

These activities are themselves s hel towards
eventual unity as they raise the level of political
consciousness of those taking part. More formal
attempls at unity are, at this stage, premature, mainty
because of the low level of organisation of the
groups expected to participate. Until these groy

are functioning properly as organisations they can
hardly function proper?;' in & united front.

This failing, which is widespread, sticks out like 4

sore thum% in all the joint activities and ad-hoc come,.
ittees of the Left. In some cases the problem js just
ignorance of the basic principles of organisation. iy,
others, just plain laziness — but it must be elimingeq
before we can make progress. Those who refuse 14
tackle this problem are not serious revolutionaries

Policy and tactical differences will be more difficul
to overcome, but unity in action should at leas
create a better climate of understanding among those

genuinely wosking for socialist revolution.

New tax will favour
bosses, and hit workers

The announcement by the 26-County
government on the 30th of March last that it
is to introduce the system of taxation known
as value-added tax, to replace the turnover
and wholesale taxes at present in operation,
is another major step in the complete sell-out
to big-business interests which is necessary in
order that this country may join the Common
Market.

Value-added tax is a tax imposed on the

value added at each stage of production,
witich means. the total of received by

- the owner Jess the total value of the stock of
material used in the product. The figure thus
arrived at is equal to profits + depreciation +
total labour cost. Thus, the tax has a broader
base than the present taxes based on profits
alone (income tax and corporation profits
tax). What this amounts to is shifting the
burden of the tax from profits to labour cost
in each business. This will encourage the
substitution of capital for labour because it
will ease the tax on capital and impose a tax
on labour. So-called ‘labour-saving investments’
would be encouraged because of the in-
creased cost of labour by that part of the

tax which falls on the workers’ wages.

This tax is at present in operation in five

of the six Common Market countries, with the
sixth — Italy — agreeing to adopt it on the

Ist of January 1972. The adoption of value-
added tax by these labour-exploiting countries
is a direct result of the ever-increasing
demands of capitalist governments to get
more profits, at whatever cost to the working
population, in order to keep their countries
running in the interest of monopoly capital.
These governments have reached saturation
point with direct taxation (i.e., taxes on in-
come and, to a minor degree, on wealth) and
have increasingly resorted to indirect taxation
as a means of getting money to pay back loans
borrowed from the same business interests,

Value-added tax falls exclusively on the
domestic consumer and is a regressive tax
which hits hardest those who are least able
to pay: the workers.

There are two main elements in the
demand for this indirect tax: firstly, tax must
be got from somewhere, and the most obvious
way to get it is from those who can afford to
vay, big business enterprises and those who
1ave unearned wealth. But since capitalist
jovernments are run by those same business
nterests, there has been in recent years con-
inuous pressure to reduce the tax already
harged on this source and to introduce value-
dded tax, This of course is what has been
ne in the Common Market countries, and
pration profits tax has either been kept

gme level, or actually cut (the Con-
gvernment in England has just
B8 of course our own native capit-
U[dﬂﬂ(:: are bfﬂ'y‘)lk;{ ever
ithing here) -

The second element of the demand for
value-added tax is the obsession that all
capitalist countries have with exports. No
matter how the people suffer, exports must
he increased at all costs, otherwise the im-
perialist countries collapse for want of
markets. Value-added tax is not charged on
exports: all the tax charged up to the .

exporting stage can be recovered. The
desired result is that all countries will charge

the same value-added tax, so that the cap-
italists won’t be hampered by differing rates
of tax in different countries.

The government has gone to great pains
since June of last year to point out that the
rate of value-added tax will not cause a rise
in prices and will be charged at the same
rate as the present turnover and wholesale
taxes. We are indeed grateful, and can rest
assured that this will be so (has anyone ever
known a Minister to break his bond?) The
government can afford to say this in the
short term, having already, in anticipation of
the opposition which would ensue from the
introduction of value-added tax at a higher
level, doubled turnover and wholesale tax in
the last budget. The ‘political commentators’
and the ‘opposition’ could not understand
why an inflationary budget was introduced
at a time when the ‘economy’ was in crisis —
now we know. Nor has any guarantee been
given that turnover and wholesale tax will
not be raised again before next January.
Even if this is not done, since there is a
broader base more tax will be passed on to
the consumer and so there will most certainly
be a rise in prices.

The Minister for Finance has asked that
recommendations and suggestions be
submitted fo the Revenue Commissioners.
This is a major issue for trade unions since
it is the workers who will bear the burden of
this tax, in three principal ways:

| — The value-added tax is a tax on labour
and a shift from corporation profits tax. Thus
there will be a continuous effort to use cap-
ital-intensive as distinct from labour-intensive
means of production.

2 — The tax affects most heavily the indus-
fries which are least able to pay. Only bus-
inesses which make a profit are subject to
corporation profits tax; now, as is already

the case with turnover and wholesale tax,
taxes will be charged but on 2 much broader
level on the wages of the workers. The burden
is eased on companies making a huge profit,
‘Investors’ will be encouraged to pull out of
declining areas and move to high-profit

areas, adding to the closures already taking
place as a result of the Anglo-Irish ‘free trade’
agreement,

3 — The tax burden will be borne entirely by
the consumer, and this means the worker,
and if not now certainly later the inevitable

Mc Quaid’s interference
in state affairs

There-are many Roman Catnolic clerics in
Ireland who act as if they were superior to
the Roman pontiff himself, but none behave
as arrogantly or as brazenly as John Charles
McQuaid, archbishop of Dublin.

Dr MeQuzid’s pastoral letter on the con-
troversial subject of contraception was a
scarcely-veiled ultimatum to Dail deputies
and senators warning them off any change in
the legal position regarding the availability
of cont raceptives.

Dr McQuaid may be within his authority
in issuing an edict to members of his own
church who will ultimately judge the correct-
ness, or otherwise, of his action as it affects
them. But when the archbishop attempts to

only the arguments for and against the aval
ability of contraceptives,but also the quest
jon of who rules the 26-County state, chure
or D4il? Government Ministers and many
TDs have been at pains in recent yearsto
deny allegations from Six-County politiciar
that the Roman Catholic church exercised
an inordinate amount of influence on gov-
ernment policy in the 26 Counties. If they
have to bow to the archbishop’s crosier in
sublic and repeat the sorry spectacle of the
1951 sell-out of Noel Browne’s mother-an
child scheme, how can they justify their
claims that freedom of conscience exists If
the 26 Counties?

The Pope, more ¢onscious of the world
as it exists than Dr McQuaid, recently ¢

extend to citizens not members of the Roman . iv.q President Tito of Yugoslavia in the

Catholic church an authority which they do
not recognise and publicly reject, it is time
for all supporters of demaocratic methods of
government tocall a halt to such actions.

Dr McQuaid’s concept of an ‘objective
moral law’ existing outside and above human
society is not acceptable to many people in
Ireland and hundreds of millions of people
outside this country. Declarations by one
Irish archbishop do not change this world
reality. The arghbishop’s letter involves not

Vatican. In his address of welcome he said
“For itself, the church only asks the legit-
imate freedom of carrying out its spiritu
ministry and of offering its loyal services ¢
man, without any personal interest foreigr
to its religious and moral mission. Aware-
ness of the nature, and at the same time 08
the limits, of this mission . . . is a g
against every fear of undue ipierference of
the church in the field of the sovereign an
legitimate competerice of the state.”

rise m prices will follow.
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Nimeirij launches
Progressive forceg

The coup and coy
i ip MEr-Coup in the Guds
;(;.;mblw i July made waorld |I|,‘mﬂ'lvnui." ;

] s country, the largest in Afyica has a
g Vistory of contlict and |nillhili!y,l

Sudan was long under the v
ol Egypt, whose rulers wan;m;'l-'::.‘::’r'«()f
over the Upper waches of the River Nile
which are almog entirely within the
territory of Sudan. The oceupation of
Egypt by Britain in the 18803 1ed event.
ually to a British takeover of Sudan in
1898, !'wm then until independence in
1956 Sudan was ruled as an Ango-f ypt
1an condominium, with Britain wislding
effective power, The condominium wys
dlgso!vud in 1951 after a dispute between
Britain and Egypt, and in 1956 it was

agreed ; ome |
eﬁ:::n!.that Sudan would become indep-

e d

Politics in the Sudan Re ublic w
dominated by rival nalicmal'i,u m:-;u::;:n
the Moslem north, and the issue of dis.
alﬁ:clmn'qmung the Negro pPeoples of the
s'oulh..Ml]nary diclalurship Was estab.
lished in 1958 by army leader General
Abboud. Abboud ruled until 1964 when
his government was overthrown by a
combination of civilian politicians, trads
unions, and rebellion by the swouthern
Negro population. The 1964 coalition of
interests was itself overthrown in May

1969 by a group led by the
Major-(;xeneral Nimeiri. e

lNimeir@ claimed to be rogressive and
antiamperialist and described his reyvol.
ution as a continuation of the 1964 rey.
olution, “Both revolutions”, Nimeiri said
in an interview in November 1969, “relied
on the masses and the rogressive leader-
ship in the Sudan. Both were carried out
for the sake of a happy life for the
Sudanese, After the revolution in October
1964 it was assumed that this life would
be achieved by means of gradual capital-
ist development. However, the masses
did not want to take the road along
which their leaders were directing them,
They wanted radical changes. For this
reason, the October 1964 revolution failed,

“The revolution of 25 May 1969 pro-
claimed from the very first that it was a
progressive, socialist revolution aimed at
achieving radical socio-economic changes
in the country. The May revolution was
the expression of the people’s will to
follow the road of socialist, progressive
g;mfon;ation !owa;ds freedom and well-

ing an: o oppose imperialism and
locaf reaction”. The Nir;'lziri régime also
g:omixd a new deal for the southern

EEC ‘aid’ in
Africa hides
exploitation

In recent months, leading protagonists
of the Common Market have attempted
to pertray EEC “aid’ for developing
Counines as progressive, generous and
highly beneficial to the economies of
these soCalled “Third World® countries,
A superficial view of this ‘aid" may give
such an Impression, but when its char-
acter, and the portions in which it is
aflocated to different sectors of the
= economy of the receiving countries, is
examined closely, the alleged ‘aid”
can be seen as 2 definite hindrance to the
development of these countries.

The EEC, in fact, operates a system

a suggestion by Upper Volta of a pipeline
to bring oil and natural gas from the
Sahara to West Africa in order to assist
industrialisation) have been rejected
outright by the Commission.

The EEC further discriminates
against industrialisation of the associated
states by imposing high tariffs on proc-
essed or partly made-up commodities from
these countries while reducing tariffs on
raw matenial exports.

_ In an effort to disguise their exploit-
ation of these countries, the EEC boast-
I oL, t ; fully announced in May this year that
of caﬂe:m't_ colonialism, with the aims mmport duties on developing countries’
of {1) securing markets for EEC man- exports of manufactured and part-manu-
ufactures, 2m control over the raw factured goods would be abolished from
material and s - resources of Third  the Ist of July. The ‘abolition’, of course,
World countries for use by EEC industry, was much qualified. Duty-free access is
“(SW keeping these countries subject to ‘ceilings’ based on the 1968
within Stonomic orbit of the EEC. imports of such goods from developing

e SRS

i;)lm‘)_dym ter
mn Sudan
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® Ceneral Ganfar Kl Nimeiri

The Nimeiri régime, like i1s pre
decessor, did not live up to its origina
promise, and thus invited overthiow by
some of its disillusioned supporters, This
is the likely cause of the abortive Suly
coup led by Major EI Atta and Colonel
El Nur. The tragic results are now well
known, Nimeiri supporiers organised a
counter-coup and restored the general 1o

Major L1 Atta shawed remarkatis

lack of caution snd tactics wisdom. He
publicly revealed the shiency from Budan
of Colonel V1 Mur and WMiapis Hamudalial,
thus giving Mimein supporters tine 4
1e-giensp and the Libyans thelr ';;,;ynmn
My 16 higack the officers from the

taking them back Lo Kharloum, Obwioudy ,
he did not take into asconunt the hostile

phane

power after four days, Nimeirl immediately 1eaction of Libys and Prevdent Sadal of

aunched a campalgn of bloody terion
agalnst progressive organisations in the
Sudan, pmticularly the Communist Party
which was charged with organising the
coup, The general seeretiry of the Comm-
uriist Party, Abdel Khalik Mahgoub, an
internationally respected figure, was ex-
ecuted along with Shafie Aﬁ;md El
Sheikh, general secretary of the Sudan
Trades Union Pederation,

The army officers who led the coup,
Major Hashim El Atta, Major Farouk

Hamadallah, and Colonel Babikr 1 Nuz, r

were alw executed. No substantial evid-
ence has been produced by Nimeiri Lo

link the Communist Party leaders o1

trade union leaders with the coup officers’

plans. In fact, it is highly unlikely that ;i

experienced political leaders of the
caﬁgre of M&mub and El Sheikh would

dan peoples, including regional autonomy. have agreed 1o such an ill-advised adventuse,

Egypt, The Egyptians flew Sudanese
troops back to Khartoum from thel
stations on the Suez Cansgd, Thew t1oops
helped restore Mimelri to power,

‘The coup is a dasic cxample of the

dangers of adventugism, which presents
reactionaties with an opportunity Lo
strike a Ylow at the democratic organis
ations of the people, Mimeiti simerged
in his true r;n{:un alter 16

He and his new ministers
communists, trade unionists snd other
rogressives in violent and bloodthirsty
nguags,
has jailed thousands of politically welive
people, The Budanese people’s aspirations
towards real democracy and sockal
rogrems have suflered 2 sovere sethack,
e folly of “revotution from sbove’
conld not be more clearly demonstrated,

inikng power,
enotinced the

Along with the executions he

The situation of the teen Afri countries by the EEC plus 5% of such
ssociated states of the !% ﬁﬂymexpom M‘s:' o o) countries.
this collective colonialism: in return for fintie 5 be Y Ax mil will

= The 183rd coup in Bolivia’s 139 years of
existence occurred in August. The left-
wing government of General Juan Torres

s was overthrown by right wing
army rebels led by Colonel Hugo Banzer.
This stru between reactionary and
popular forces in Bolivia, and their res-

ctive supportersin the military, has

E;w me the dominating factor in recent
Bolivian history. g

The success of the bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution in 1952 opened the way
for the development of legal political and
trade union organisations of the workers
and peasant farmers. A law giving univer-
sal voting rights was introduced. Mining,
the mainstay of Bolivia's economy, was
5 ANZ AN the elimination of feudal relations in
: agriculture which until then had pre-
dominated.

alist Revolutionary Movement (MNR),
was not as thoroughgoing or as forceful

in fact, strengthened its position in the
country. The government depended on
‘aid’ from the USA to a great extent.
USA ‘advisers’ supervised the reorganis-
ation of the Bolivian army, and econ-
projects were imposed by the :
American Development Bank. The
olution gradually lost credibility and,
in order {9 head off 2 popular revolt,
thegighi-wing reactionanes seized power
through amalitary junta led by General
Rene Barentos,

eV

nationalised. A mild agrarian reform began

But the revolution, led by the Nations

as its rhetoric implied. No serious attempt
was made to break down capitalism which,

Left-wing army rule in Bolivia ended
by reactionary revolt — Torres
failed to defend workers’ gains

tal yiciding enormous

Barrientos, backed by the USA, intro-
duced 2 zpressive régime which wiped
out democratic frecdoms, sent 1roops

® Ex-President Juan José Torres

talist monopolies. In

to occupy the mines o pmghMr
from oranising, and InCre -
penetrzfon of the economy by US‘
monopdalics. A horde of American “tech-
nical masions’, military ‘advisers’ and
‘peace corps” armived in Bolivia, and

{ constagtly interfered in the intemal
s deutsch- | affairs of the country,

The dezth of Barricntos in an anw
crash in April 1969 was lollowed by the
disintegration of his government, Vice-
President Sadinas asumed office but
wzs wsabic to command support.
armed forces were divided between pro-
USA mpporters of Barrientos and 2
ratemalist group headed by General
Alfigdo Ovando. Fearing an attempt by
right-wing forces 1o re-establish their
dsctatorsiip, Ovando sized power him-
peif and deposed Salinas in September
1965.

&

FO—

The Ovando ségme was not an out-
standing success, The peopie’s organisat-
jons were nol represented in the {abinct
or any level of government. The restrict-
ions on democratic organisations were
made less severe, but the government
refused to amnesty political prisoners
incarcerated by the Barrientos dictator-
ship. The régime again came under threat
from right-wing reaction aficr less than
a year in office. Ovando avoided direet
confrontation and alter 2 period of
vacillation resigned in November 1970, A
short struggle belween the rival army
factions took place, centred on La Paz,
the capital. The left-wing General Juan

Torres emesged as victor and was appoint-  gains, The Torres goven

ed president by bis supporters, Torres de-

clased that 2 workers” government now

controlled Bolivia, Such was (ar from the
T owever,

though mofe

predecessor, Torres was unwilling to
make any major changes in the struct.
ure of the state or economy, Right-wing
forces were allowed to regroup and
prepare 1o the overthrow of the Torres
government, Eventually they became
strong enough lo ctsal!cngg; Torres &M’
stcoondud in ousting him in Asugust this
year, Spirited resistance by mincworkers
and students in defence of the Torres
povernment was overcome when most
of the professional armed forees joined
the right-wing reyolt, The wos
fiad not had sufficient time 1
their orpanisations 1o a level
have enabled them 1o hold on

they pave loyal s
one Bl
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of a social order in
uppression of man
Justice and abunda

OCIALISM — workers’ control o
t economy and state

Some of the early trade unionists dreamed
which there would be no
by man, and equality,

nce would flourish every-

died in 1883 and Engels
them lived to see the est
first socialist state and 1
theory of scientific soc

in 1895, Neither of
ablishment of the
he proof that their
lalism was correct,

Today, there are many

socialist states in

the world in various stages of development.
In Africa and South America, many of the

realised withoy

where. Some believed that these ideals could
t a fight against the people’s
Oppressors, and these were called ufOPil?:ﬂ B

In all countries, the scientific socialists or

former colonies have turned against the ex-
ploitation of their former rulers, These

countries form a bulwark against capitalism
and have made the world a very small place

e

Marx

Socialism is a

‘ Eoliu‘cal and economic
under which the

means of

the workers.

industrialisation and the
workers began to band t

trade unions. They quickly learned the

to concede to their demands for better

and conditions,

stem and take a share of the pro
productioufydistﬁb- the workers. Marx and Eng
ution and exchange are collectively owned by Capitalism developed, the

come aware of their position in society and

demand a larger share of the wealth they were

‘ say in the runni f
their own affairs. This class consciousne;.]s? 5
d by organised
) emands of the'trade
unions, would later develop to political
: result of the conflict
[between capital and labour would be the re-
ng class and its re-
working class, Marx

In the 19th century, with the start of
growth of factories,
ogether to fight
against their exploitation and poor conditions,
These first workers’ organisations were the

strike weapon and how to force employers

socialists. Others
a socialist system
syndicalists, The

of factory-owners

:

socialism came from the stu
and Friedrich Engels. They
and feudalism were in their
classes: the working class,

class, who own the factorie

producing and a greater

which was being expresse
labour in the economic d

demands. The inevitable

P2y  moval of a small exploiti

placement by theymass

; believed that the trade
unions alone could take control and establish
, and these were called

e first socialist ideas grew from
the early. organisations of the industrial
workers in their fight against the new class

or capitalists,

The next development on the road to

dies odf Karl Marx
roved scienti

ally that capitalism was a hixls)torical sclagr::uiﬁ&

the development of man, just as tribalism

day, The

that capitalism divided societyyinlo t\):mSh i

who sell their

labour in exchange for wages, and the capitalist

§ and workplaces

fits produced by

els showed that as

workers would be-

Marxists became the leaders of the working
class struggle. In [reland, James Connolly was

and through his papers and pamphlets.
Connolly analysed Irish history using, as he
said, “the key to history as set forth by Karl
Marx, the greatest of modern thinkers and
first of scientific socialists,” Connolly’s book
Labour in Irish History is the only history of
[reland ever written from the socialist view-
point, and, needless to sdy, it has never been
used as a text-book in Irish schools. After the
rising of 1916 Connolly was shot by special
request of the Dublin businessmen. They
realised, only too well, the strength of the
organised Dublin workers,

capitalism and the establ

Lenin

While Connolly was organising in Ireland,
another scientific socialist, V I Lenin, was
Organising in Russia. Lenin’s adaptation of
scientific Marxist principles to the working- -
class struggle led to the establishment of the
first socialist state in the history of mankind,
The victory of the socialist revolution in
1917 initiated radical changes, The Russian
workers nationalised the banks and industrial
enterprises and took control of production.
The land and the mineral wealth became the
socialist property of the workers’ state, All
education and health services were made
free of charge, and the economic basis of
exploitation was done away with,

for the exploiters of labour, The economic

organising and educating in the trade unions @nd military strength of the socialist stafes is
a firm guarantee to the workers of the

capitalist countries of Europe and North
America of the inevitable destruction of
ishment of socialism.

The
wrong

violence if he did not move from the
roadway, and exclaimed “You keep
away from owr public meetings, you only
want to cause trouble!™

The Sinn Féin car appealed to the now

hostile crowd: “There is nothing you can
do ... The men have been arrested: march

e -w
festival was designed 1) attract tourists
to the town - or, to bs more exact, to
his father's hotel and tis uncle’s pub.

The camera then pens around to show
one or two of the local bachelors in their
Sunday collars, eating mushrooms or
strawberries or what-'z’ ¢ and looking as

Socialist
Party

that counts:

working peo,
socialism,

ad come without

that will organise, e

buildir:g the organisation
ucate and lead the
ple in the struggle for

At the same time, no-one seems able

to Store Street and we'll try and get

them released”. Some marchers atte mpted

to overturn a poéu: van an‘(il;hen

Sugcdmmdmt ennedy, ce

officer in charge oﬁ‘aned'no mﬁﬂ the

St st e e e
ernment. Notices appeared in the | 3recable nois th

' papers in the preceding ng;!nﬂﬂmthe man was released. He was chaired up the

: march d
support of trade unionists for the demon- m ;"S:‘tfze. ARSI

At the far side of the square the Sinn
Féin car stopped again. Matt Merrigan and
Des Geraghty repeated the wom-out cl]chcv
once again: “This was a peaceful protest . .
There was mor;e‘ lzooing a}:ui ca!-ca;h;g.

i The crowd pushed past the car and dis-
formed up into a parade and marched ¢ : i
firs o the DAl and then to the British el e a‘gm;‘ggg;na v
embassy where protest notes were handed P'acar ' _
in. The stewards were members of the The whole disgusting affair can best
‘official’ republicans of Gardilner Place, be summarised by the old jingle:
Of these fourteen stewards, eleven are
not members of trade unions. The parade The Grand old Duke of York,

tactics

o0 of Trade Unlonisls Oppases

t a protest mee
o edtgd:g:‘

stration, The address of the committee
18 30 Gardiner Place, headquarters of
Sinn Féin (Gardiner Place). A crowd of
approximately 2,000 attended the meet-
ing at the GPO.'

After the speeches, the meetin

was led by a car affixed with loudspeakers 1€ had ten thousand men,
and bedecked in Sinn Féin (Gardiner
Place) posters declaring Boycott British.
. The loudspeakers played such records as
God save }.]reland and A nation once again,
In case any workers were worried about
the effect of such a boycott on British
goods, a Sinn Féin (Gardiner Place) state-
ment would console them, “We realise”,
it said, “that such a boycott may affect
Irish workers employed by British-owned
firms here, but the hardship they will
endure is a small price to pay",

On arrival at the British embassy, the

He marched them up to the top of

the hill ;
And he marched them down again.

It is to be hoped that the trade union-

ists who participated in this protest learned
the lesson, not to surrender their leader-
ship to political opportunists and
ity-seekers, For their part, Sinn F
(Gardiner Place) have not learned any
lesson, as it was exactly the same form of
stunt that led to their offices being stoned
by hostile crowds during the troubles of

August 1969,

lic-
!;zb ic

voice on theloudspeaker became more
and more excited as the crowd poured
around the comer of Merrion Square and
piled up outside the embassy, “Keep in
formation . , . we are a peaceful protest”
said the loudspeaker voice. The protest
note was han£sd in and there was the
now-traditional burning of a Union Jack.
The crow . was still arriving when the Sinn
Féin car announced that they were moving
off. As the loudspeaker voice threatened
“We are moving off” there were shouts of
“So what . . . Who cares? . . . Piss off”.

A section of the crowd then followed the
car :JP Merrion Square to shouts of “Sell-
out!’

It was then that the first bottle was
thicwi, Theic was a rush of poiice
towards a section of the crowd and more
breaking glass, There was scuffling as the
police dragged someone to a police van,
dhe Sinn Féin car and the section of the
crowd that had followed rushed back
when the scuffling started. The familiar
call of the loudspeaker went unheeded:
“We ask you to follow this car . . . This
is a peaceful protest™. The cmwclsurgcd

around the police vans shouting “Let

out™, Some sat on the road block-
vans

e

¥int the chief ﬂeward, a

cember of Sinn Féin (Gardiner

i1 a Dublin trade unionist
political organis

iim with physical

Do we
need
tourism?

All summer long, on the Sunday night
television news, we are treated to the
same embarrassing spectacle. Not the bit
of film of the bishop and the pilgrims at
the holy well, nor the other bit about
the Old Old IR A laying a wreath. No,
the news item that makes you want to
throw up is the piece where we see the
Queen of the Mushrooms, the Goosegob
Princess or Queen of the Ballyshekels
Porridge Festival, accompanied by her
maidens, sailing down the canal to be
crowned by the chairman of the county
council, in red breeches and a tricorn hat.

We are then treated to a close-up of
the blushing maidens, wearing green
shawls and silver paper tiaras and carry-
ing cardboard harps. Next, there is the
interview with the organiser of the
festival, who tums out to be (surprise,
su
of Commerce, a graduate in economics

of UCD and a son of the local Fianna

Fail gombeen-man. He tells us that the

rise) chairman of the Junior Chamber

comfartakle as if Ui |
their trousers, The nauscating affair is

rounded off with a jolly quip and a

w 1 Charles Mitchel, If
&1 this sour stched, just look in
next Sunday and see,

Now let us take an un:motional look
at what is behind all this tomfoolery.

explained

e Socialist Party of Ireland was formed  public ownership of the means of prod.
in January of this year b ~ ufing wealth, \n s
Dublin :{r year gu‘:tn o udx‘m&g wealth, in a state

0 aym ;vhat exactly socialiﬂln is; ;

many orgotten (or n own

the mum:ﬂhe tm,vﬁbh: the
: !

{
_people by the in which

has been done to put any of the thinking
or talking into effect in the only way

de lies in e :
as well as Pﬂﬂ;ﬁmzfa'_ q:ﬁnder the léagerzi*-* ;

inability — and in many cases, unwill-
ingness — of existing go-called socialist ship of the working class.
organisations to seriously undertake the In this struggle, the Socialht Party of

Firstly, nobody would object to people
enjoying themselves. But the Irish are
not as extrovert as some dther people.
Your average Spaniard, for example, can
do a flamenco at a railway station with

a bottle of vino in one hand and a
sefiorita draped over the other, and not a

would be in a comer drinking his bottle
of Guinness and hoping pec,le weren't
looking at him. The second argument in
favour of these festivals is that they
attract tourists (=money) to the town,
Well, even the most gullible American
tourists are not going to beli & that
these ghastly charades are what the high
kings of Ireland did on their days off,
And ¢ven if they did, how does the
money come ‘to the town'? In fact, any
money coming ‘to the town’ 1s going to
the hoteliers, publicans and shopkvepers,

The whole prostitution of Irish

culture and the ridiculing of harworking alternative to the destruction of the
countrydpeoplc as gnomes and leprechauns [righ nation, and, despite what the reform-

ers and ‘improvers’ of capitalism have
said, there is only one alternative:
socialism.

is carried out in order to grease e palms
of the gombeen class. Bad enough but it
is the representatives of the same gombeen
class, the rural TDs of Fianna Fdil and
Fine Gael, who sold out Irish industry

to the British monopolies under the
Anglo-Irish ‘free trade’ agreement : nd
now propose to sell what's left to the
EEC monopolies.

As the industry goes, and the sd*®
respecting workers drift to England
following the jobs, the country is buing
turned into one big holiday camp. ktie
tired European or American pusmc,om;m
(tired from exploiting his emigrant kish
workers) will come to Ireland and b
welcomed by a gombeen hotelier. Asd
there’ll be no shortage of Paddys to
carry his bags or Biddys (hostesses to
you) to serve him mediaeval banquei
The rest of us can dress up in green
tweed and shamrocks and treat them 0
‘festivals’ of Oirish culture.

ime is running out for the Irish

nali?:.l"ﬂw depleted number of rural
workers and small f_a.rmers can do _lltllc
to combat their d}e}llbcmh‘i extinction, [*
is the demands of industrial workers,
organised in trade unions and working:
class parties, that can break the back of
capitalism and w"hl" Lhal: htuhld of fhi';g

i mbeen class, In this com
\p'ar{'adf;f:' fl?(’ rural workers aqd smal]
farmers must realise that their Iu{u:e
lies not with the local ‘party man’ but
with the organised working class and the
socialist movement

B

long and difficult task of organising and
leading the working class — the ‘incorr-
uptable inheritors’ of the struggle for the
re-conquest of Ireland.

(gdnyhis British imperial domination of

) ; i the whole country, indirectly in the
bother to him, But an Irishman at a fiesta South and directly in the North. As a
result of this domination, there are over
100,000 people unemployed in the 32
counties (approximately 7% of the whole.
working
being ad
,and redundancies,

country into the EEC exploiters’ club,
despite the rising tide of opposition,
would, if it were successful, drastically
worsen the situation, leading to even
more unemployment and emigration, and
more anti-union and anti-worker laws.

Ireland regards as its main tasks:

omic and political struggles of the

The main issue facing the Irish people working people;

@® leading the working people to an’
ition and of the

alism and establish workers’ contro
the economy;

@ the strengthening of the alliance
between the working class and the

ulation) and this figure is
to almost daily by closures

0
ded
The disastrous attempt to drag the

capitalism;
@ co-operating with other groups for

the achievement of national indep-
endence;

The time has come to deglare the
class of other countries.

@ participating in the day-to-day econ-

awareness of their real political pos-
the need for them to take
state power in order to abolish capit-

1 of

mass of the small farmers and other
sections of the people oppressed by

@ encouraging solidarity between the
Irish working class and the working

On policy; our stand is clear and un-
equivocal; the complete abolition of what

James @6nnolly described as ‘the most

Much has been said and written about foreign thing in Ireland’ — capitalism -

and the buildin
Ireland

socialism, by all kinds of people, over g of socialism ln a free.
the last few years; and yet, very little

i“he Socialist Party of Ireland

To apply for membership of the
Socialist Party, or for any further
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and post it to

The Socialist Party of Ireland
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.
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