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The experiences gained by progressive students in the course of their actitities in the Acad-
emic Freedom Committee and elsewhere over the past year have shown that the students of Trin-
ity College, like students elsewhere in Europe and North America, are confronted by two for-
midable enemies - enemies of the Irish people as well as enemies of themselves. The two enem-
ies with which the students will have to grapple during their four years' stay in the university
are:

1) A decadent, obscurantist, imperidlist educational system, where not only is a student en-
couraged to be ignorant, he is actazlly forced to be as ignorant and as arrogant as possible. The
"Arrogance of Ignorance'’ policy of the administration later bears fruit for the student in the
form of rewards from Iddustry. the Civil Service, and the Professions, where bhose who have
perfected the "Arrogance of Ignorance’ to the highest degree are put into 'prominent positions'.

2) So-called "progressives” on the staff, who are actively working against the development

of the students' initiative-They misguide and mislead the students, and work feverishly on behalf
of the politics of the administration. Thesee peopke we will label "House Marxists' (like the ""House -

Niggers' used by the Southern U.S. plantation owners to do their dirty work). Experience over
several years has given us conecrete evidence that the administration uses the "House Marxists "
to consolidate the ""Arrogance of Ignorance'' of the student body.

These two categories — administrators and "House Marxists' - can be further subdivided,
but we will leave that for some otker time. For the moment we will just show that the mirror
image of these two types is also found among the students - i.e. the ""Student Hacks' and '"New
Left Types'. Just 8s the administration uses the "House Marxists'' to mislead the studeﬁts,
so the ""Student Hacks' use the '"New Left Types' and compliment the activities of the administr-
ators and "House Marxists'. The ""Student Hacks' are to be found climbing their way up through
the SRC, the aristoeratic debating societies, and the elitist newspapers. The '""New Left Types"
claim to be 'lefi-wingers': this is the name they have adopted throughout the imperialist countries
although they go under various names in Trinity College. '"New Left" can be taken sarcastically,
since they in fact rppresent the line of the 'old left', discredited by advance of the progressive
forces in the world, from the Paris Commune; the Bolshevik Revolution, through to the Cultura
al Revolution in China, who have been given a hiding place by the imperialists, It is through the
"Arrogance of Ignorance'' that these types can go on confusing the students. '

In opposition to these categories are the vast majority of the students, who are def;perately
looking for an alternative. This genuine alternative cannot be developed Withqut consc%.ously
arguing out ideas among the students, and smashing the ""Arrogance of Ignorance' pghcy of the
administrators. "House Marxists", ""Student Hacks', and "New Left Types'. One of the ways
of acheiving this is by the development of the politichl consciousness of the s:cudelpts' thro:ugh
mass democracy meetings, by bringing revolutionary ideas to Ithe students, and by exposing
the treacherous anti-people policies of the administrators, "House Marxists'', "Student ,,
Hacks" and "New Left Types''. This is why at the end of last term these people went so frB:ntm
at the mass democracy meetings organised by the Academic __Freed_m_q Committee on the Dll:l- .
ing Hall steps. The administrators, represented by Mitchell, the Senior Lecturer, -the J umqr
Dean and 'Assistant Junior Deans' (one was not enough to suppress the smdents), did all they
could to stop the meetings from going on, and together with some fascists, attacked members
of the AFC who were putting up wall posters. Wall posters were used to en:a:ble all studgnts 1;0
publish their views and inifiate discussion on them. They were thus aﬂ very 1¢mpor‘f:ant weap?p j.n
developing mass student participation in the mass democracy. Pursuing their policy of _?;iep.r—
ession to the most criminal extremes, the Board ther;j suspended two members of th_e,;AFOC
over this incident: one of them, Nick Miller; is being refused his degree on acppunt* of his ref-
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usal to sign a fascist document ""binding'' him to obey all the anti-democratic, anti-student
rules of the College. One of the "House Marxists' then put his head together with some of the
"New Left'""members of the Republican Club, and issued a vicious anti-communist statement
aladdering the Intemnationalists and giving full support to the ""Student Hacks', the SRC. The
'Student Hacks" were doing all they could to subvert the mass democracy, doing deals with
the Board behind the students' backs, and forming an anti-student ""Commission of Enquiry"
whose function it was to throw meat to the fangs of the bourgeois press - the Irish Times,
Indepe_"rf&ent,_”‘aﬁd Press, and the Cork Examiner. They tried to prevent discussion of ideas
in the mass meetings with their soulfiil platitudes, but ran off with their fails between their
legs when the students asked embarrassing questions. This left the batile to the "New Left
Types", like the Republicans who refused public discussinn of their statement, and like Brian
Trench, who published an article in the fascist TCD magazine elaiming that he was a prom-
inent Internationalists and was then seen no more.

What then are the problems of the students ? We beleive, and this beleif has been arrived at
after genuine investigation and mass work, that the large majordty of the students are opp-
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osed to the existing imperialist educational system. This "university education" does not inve ¢

olve the students in solwing concrete problems in the real world, and is therefore an irrelev-
ant oppressive exercise for them. The Trinity College "education' does not develop their
capacity to deal with problems, but instead forces them to memorise and regurgitate (vomit
out) whatever they have taken in, with the aim of stopping their development. Students are
given "correct formulae', "right ideas', and "'repititious correlations. Unscientific and hist-
orically untested ideas are dished out ad lib in order to stifflet the development of ideas and
enlighterement. This is-called obscurantism. This obscurantism is ‘enforced by hanging 2
sword of Bamocles over the heads of the students - the examg - and b@ tving jobs to thise
very sensitive elements in society - the anti-people) forees Students are harrassed if they

ever question the administrators, 'House Marxists'', '"Student Hacks' and '""New Leit Types".
The same happens to progressive members of the staff Tsarist ryle-by-decree is enforced
by penalising all those who disobey. A number of examples have come up recently of Tsarist
victimisation. Willie Russell, a medical student, has been forced to repeat his year for
"failing" Pharmocology, and has in fact been vietimised for his accurate remarks about the
department. The Internationalists have been continuously harrassed by the "quthorities' all
this year, and have now been thrown out of their cellar In thig harrassment, the administr-
ation works hand-in-hand with the fascists: for exampie: in January fascists attacked the
Internationalists' bookstall and burnt books and tore pﬁmphlets in Front Square. The Junior
Dean and tke Board administered justice by banning thé? Internationalists from selling Marx-
ist-Leninist literature. Then in May the fascists bombed the Internationalists' cellar in No.
8. The Board solved the "problem' by throwing the Internationalists out of the cellar and
refusing them accomodation in College. Then Koys Majekodumni, a member of the Internat-
ionalists and leader of the Action Group on Southern Africa which, with the Irish Student
Movement, demonstrated against the visit of the King and Queen of Belgium to Trinity Coll-
ege, has been thrown out of the Medical Faeulty for "failing'’ an exam which he passed last
year. There are several other examples-whﬁ;h the AFC is taking up. |

The Iimversity is run as a factory, and the administrators are quite candid about this- =
however much the ''Student Hacks' and '"New Left Types" try to mystify the fact with their
takk about the 'new thinking role of the student in the university" and other such nonsense -
for the much-needed Eichmanns for the smooth. Tunning of the imperialist system. BUT
THE LARGE MAJORITY OF THE STUDENTS HAVE SATD NO! TO THIS SYSTEM AND HAVE

RISEN AGAINST § L,

The studeﬂts are well aware that they are not imperialists, and neither do they want to
be so. They want to be hard- working, honest people, who can give full play to their initiative
and participate in the solution of problems confronting the 1rish people. This they cannt-Jt
do under the chtatommp "of the Bourgeoisie. Under this system students have the choice
between working to ma?k@ profits for the imperialists, or working for the people and organ-

imperialist system. If they are to be genuinely free they must smash

the "Dictatorshop of the .'éz rgeoisie™ and establish a genuinely democratic system. The univ-
ersity robs them of their ﬁmtala.uve and forces them to work for the imperialists and the

fascists uﬂder the most fascis tic rules and tegulations. The main duty of the unwersﬁy 18




“ {0 train the students as lackeys. Studenis are converied into passive consumers of "knowledge''.

Theg are offered sham participation in the running of the university, and are thrown the

carrot of "fixing up details to deal with the pmblem'_‘”'Thi_s is where the administrators find
the "House Marxists', "Student Hacks"™ and"New Left Types' absolutely indispensible. Thé%
SRC's plan to 'democratise' Trinity College by creating an additional bureaucracy receives
vigorous 'support from the Republican Club, while "House Marxists' like Asmal of the Law
Department and Coughlan of Socizl Seiences give the plan respectability and call for "Student
Power'!. One should ask them what is this "Student Power'", whan the students are left strugg-
ling with the real problems and the hacks and New Leéft Types' make careers as student lead-
ers'". The "House Marxists''. "Student Hacks" and "New Left Types'' give out the :‘usion that

a problem can be solved by fixing up its details. But the students “have realised after yeatrs of ..

soul-searching and frustration that "fixing up the details” of an oppressive system only makes

it more efficiently oppressive TEIS IS why these people have no support among the’ genuinely
progressive and democratic <ections of the students. i1 contrast, ‘the imperialists ‘and the

business community age finding mere and nore usé for Ithese people  They help the imperial-
ists find ways of "pacifying” the students.

Anybody in the advertising world can tell you that if you want to sell a product you should
not change its essence , vou should make superficial changes in it in order to mislead the =
buyer. The students are not going to buy this 4my more, no matter how many "House Marxists"

ngtudent Hacks" and "New Left Types" the administration creates. (From now on "House' Marx-

ists", "Student Hacks" and "New Left Types" will simply be reférred to as running dogs ofl

the Board). The running dogs of the Board, like the advertisers, ‘try to deceive the ‘students
by each year dressing the imperialist educational system up {6 look like a more colourful =

product, adding a few gimmicks here and there, and slandering the progressive students.
But alas! Much to the chagrin of the running dogs and their masters, the students won't take
it 1ying'tlown. The rise of the Academic Freedom Committee is a timely warning to these
anti<people, pro-imperialist elements fhat the students mean buginess, and will not be -~ = "
cowed down. They are asking for a fundamental change in the system. But that change will
not come about without the destruction of imperialism in Ireland, and the building of social-
iem. It does:not make any difference how much the running dogs run around giving unwork-
able slogans, like'taking over the university' and establishing a revo'lutibfiai"‘y‘unﬁire'jrsityf'; e
under imperialism. ' | g s ignaagl i

The genuinely progressive students have the democratic right to challengé the running
dogs as well as the administrators. Mg " e MR, S

The genuinely progressive students have the democratic right to expose the'r_éa,tjtibnary
professors who are obscurantist, oppose the spread of ideas through their courses, and
harm the interests of the people: ' : Ll e e L

The genuinely progressive students have the democratic right to challenge the Tsarist
rule-by -decree whereby all the media are in the hands of the administrators and their runn-
ing dogs. | - AL e, 8 Wi, oo Wi Sl N 0

The genuinely progressive students have the democratic right to organise them-se_].ves to.
fight the decadent anti-people , imperialist educational system. ' SRR S

But these rights have no value if we do not arm the students with progressive ideas, rel-
ease their initiative by genuinely involving them in the development of ideas in mass-democ- |
racy meetings, bar the “rhetoric and sophistry of the Board and their running d‘ogs’;.:mitlmf &
"Arrogance of Ignorance'', and pave the way for.successfull mass action by the students. -
against their enemy aumber one, imperialism, and its:Iackeys; the administrators _é_nd their

ruaning dogs. . g T
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. THE "STUDENTS' GUIDE TO TRINITY COLLEGE". %,
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All the-..q_uﬂifies of Trinity College are concentrated in a document called the ”__Smdé.ﬁts_‘ '
Guide". This document is produced by the running dogs in order to pacify the freshers and




preven? any serious discussion of the courses or any other aspect of the university. At the
same time the running dogs will make a name and money for themselves, and Winyfavours
frgm thg Board_. This "Students' Guide'is not an acc:iderit, , and neither ’did it drop fronﬁ the
sk1esu_‘ It is the Board's way of dealing with the rising student eonscibasness and is an attempt
to pacﬂy and mislead the students over the real problems they face in the un’:'tverisit The
Studenhts’ Guide is packed full of superficial rramarks, and if you did not concentratg Jcarefull
you mlght think that they were talking about lollipops and candy bars. Beware, students' .Th.ey
ar’.e not talking about lollipops' They are talking about a vicious and decadent i;cnperiaiis‘; educs-z
3-?9113«1 sy§te1n, in which various lollipops disguised as cuurses, clubs. social activifies and
Le,i.lust politics will be handed out to you in an attempt to lull you to sléep, Most of the demarks
in 1{he "Students' Guide'" have nothing to do with the students, hut are intended for the Board and
then”- running dogs, to reassure them about their degenerate and parasitie way of life, and to
| conv;mce then? th.at Fhe people they are oppressing just love being oppressed. 'It is jus’t like the
‘ ls(’;c:;lsfs S:e- missioniries used to bring home (some of them still do) about the colonial peoples'
€1r oppressors, and their capacity to endure yet more sophisticated oppression,

Sinc§ the running dogs first had their publications exposed
alternative newspaper to TCD and Trinity News th
O 42 ] .

é i 21;;&5}?;1% Iunchallenged) they have been running around making apologies, and claiming that
E}c - ﬂ-mp .¢ was an isolated event. This is not so: the ""Students' Guide'is the concentrated
Xpression of the bankruptey of the administration and their running dogs. How do theyv deal

with problems? are profes ; .
_ & essors any different fr | T AR L - ;
O 3 t from the editors of this notoricus, anti-student

(when there was no progressive
ey used te be able to publish their reactionary

WHAT IS A MASS DEMOCRACY ?

In analysing the ""Students' Guide'w e found that it was anti-democratic, misleading, and
served the interests of the Board and their running dogs. It is an effort to pacify the students
on a broader level than ever before. Why do we say that the "Students' Guide' is'anti-demecr-
atic, misleading, and serves the interests of the Board and their running dogs" ? First and
foremost, the "Students' Guide' is produced by "experts' hired to do the "Job'', without ever
calling for participation from the students. The students did not decide whether or not they
needed a students' guide, because nobody asked them. So then, who wanted the "Students’
Guide™ ? And for what? Secondly, "experts' are one of the most anti-democratic sections of
our society. They are created by the imperialists to serve their interests. People are harmed
by the "experts'. For example, '"experts' are hired by the imperialists and not by the people,
and are given a specific job to be done in-a specific manner The imperialists hire "experts"
to promote imperialism, which means they hire them to intensify the exploitation of the
working people. To be more concrete, various departments, especially the Science, Engin-
eering, Medicine, Pharmocology, Social Science, Economics, -and Psychology Departments,
are given a specific sum of money to do research on a specific problem. The researcher is
very pleased to get the money, since he can then promote himself by doing a hack job for the
imperialists. Students are forced into doing these "jobs' without questioning. The most obed-
ient ones are awarded degrees. We have many examples of people who did not agree with the
system being forced to leave. In fact the Board and their running dogs are quite candid about
it. Is this system democratic? Is this system run for the benefit of the people? No! It is
geared to making higger profits for the imperiaiists and their running dogs. For example
you thight have thought that the drugs produeced by the pharmecutical firms were fit for
censiirr\iption . Ask those drugstore lackeys, the Pharmocology Department, whether or not
this is so. You will find that they are not sure about the overwhelming majority. Out of the
several thousand in use, ihey .only claim to know the principal effect of a handful. When
a Pharmocelogy lecturer was questioned about these drugs last term, he first of all tried
to persecute the students involved by accusing them of interfering with his ""academic work"'.
But when the pr’f)gressive students persisted in the struggle; he was forced to admit that
more then 99% of the drugs on the market weyre unfit for human consumption. There were no
drugs whose astion was entirely known and which could therefore definetly said to be fit for
human consumption. Why then do they go on producing these drugs ? The answer is to ki ke
profit. One might ask wﬁ;\( do the "experts", who claim to love the people so niuch, not come
out and take a stand aganst this system. The answer is that they wiil lose their jobs, for
which they are paid. Is loo \”_-1g after the i_nté‘g:e.sts of firms which fleece people to make prof-
it democratic ? Who gives thedy the right to do s0? The people ? No, definetly not. The Dict-

- atorship of the Bourgeoisie gives them this'fight'. So it follows that these'experts' are not




smiy anfi-democratic, but #lso anti-people. And the "“Students' Guide' is no exeeption. Why
@8 we say that it is misleading? Beecuase by popularising "experts'™, whom people are mis-
1288 10 beleive know something abeut a particular problem, they make the people dependent
on them, thus misleading them The “expertswerve the interests of the Board and their
mmming dogs, becauseé it is in the interests of/fmperialism to keep the people 1g‘norant and
exploit them., : s -

The people employed to produee the !'Students' Guide'' were eager to'serve the students'.
How then did they come to do the opposite?: They were not hired'by the students to serve
them, they were hired by the administ r"atmn and, i’belr running dogs. You don't have to be
Dald o serve the. q’r‘ndphfq heecanuge CHZ‘IY"WTY\O‘ +}1n cinrieerS means T\ﬂl}ri'ﬂg on their initiative,
developing their political conscwusne%q a,nd mobﬂmmv them againsi the Board and their
running dogs. It has been made abundanﬂy clear that the Board and their running dogs ey
to mislead the students by saying that the unity between the intérests of the two is absolute,
while the confhct is relative - exactly what President Johnson tells the exploited people of
the US and the world, that the umity between thée interests of the imperialists and the interests
of the exploited people is absolute, while the conflict'is relative. In fact unity between the
students and the Board and their running dogs is relative, while the conflict is absolute. If,
for example, the Board and their running dogs become progressive, then they should allow
the democratic rights of the students to be upheld, stop oppressing them, and allow them to
wage mass democratic struggles and expose reactionaries. Inthat case, our struggle would
take the form of support for these measures, but opposition to all their other anti-students,
anti-people activities, The "Students' Guide" does nat derve the students, in fact it one-
sidedly serves the interests of the Boatd and thélr running dOO'&: by creating Bourgeois. J,ll—
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This document is unsmentif]c and 1ts vrxhﬁ.zty cannot be hxstomcally tested. For examp]e
it does not go scientifically iinto an analysis-of thewuniversity, whose interests does it serve,
why the courses were organised the way they are, and how does the university manipulate
the students. It gives a linear history of the university, dismissing the fact that Trinity Coll-
ege was always an integral part of the brutal colonialist oppression of tke Irish people, and
mentioning in an off-hand.way the "famous men" from Trinity's history, without looking into
what those men were famous for. The aim of this "'cosy picture' is to whitewash Trinity's
present position. It is very easy for the imperialists to negate all their history when they do
not go into the particularities of what hhey have been doing It is very easy to say that Bishop
Berkely was a product of Trinity's ""golden era', that at the time of the Easter Rising some
of the students were ''decidedly anti-Nationalist, but there were progressively fewer of
them'. Berkely developed the philosophical basis of racism and fascism, and his ideas are
~still held in high favour in Trinity College. Trinity College itself was developed as a tool of
. British colonialism, and its position in present-day Ireland has not qualitatively changed.

The "Students' Gulde” seeks to mislead the students about that basic fact, and at the same
time engages in slanders ‘against the progressive antizimperialist studentﬁfﬁrho have taken
a comprehensive sta,nd. against this anti studentma;ntr people unwersﬁ Y

The "Students' Guide'' ha,s become anothex problem which the s’rudents must deal with.
And it must be dealt with in an all- su:led. manner.-The reasorythat the "Students' Guide " i
an important matter is that bv exposing its anti-student r_ature we -can also provide a real

guide to the solution of the problems which are facing us’y But only a large number of students,

and not just a few individuals, WhO\may well have good. intentions, can and must deal with
this problem, precisely: because it affects algenuinely progressive and democratic students.
The best way, then, of dealing with. the "Students' Guide" will be to call a mass . meeting at
which everybody can freely exchange their ideas. T%ﬁq is why we have published these prel-
iminary statements about the "Students' -Guide!,, in, ihe hopc that a]] students Wll] now be
able to investigate it more conéretely. .

And what is mas§ democraCy‘?.How can we'rug-mass democratic struggles in the best
way ? To execute this task we will invite ever*yb@dy who has worked out statements on the "
"Students' Giide", and who wants to parmcxpafe in the deve]opment of ideas out in the open

-\'\

and who wants to 30111 us in a meetmg where all 1deologles will be openly discusged and crft«—
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of the most: genera1 struggle m soclety tooay tne 01ass stmgglsi _in 'tne same way tnere
are two lines on the functmn of a university (as shown 1n “The Teachmg Methods of Hardial
Bains''): - ; ‘

1) that it should be an msntutmn where eople can get an oduoatlon, i e. the abﬂity
to relate” ‘the phenomena outslde themselves to themselvss sp that they can solve
the concrete problems faomg them 111 11@3 so that through s?aek:lng truth they can
serve the interests of the people. =

and 2) That it should be a passing place in which the students Iearn detached facts, have
a degenerate social hfe got a good degree and pass out as a mllmg tool of the
exploiting classes. —

The first type of univer s1ty tavours the progressﬁe foroes 1n the soc1ety, wluIe the second
type favours the retrogresswo m;norlty '

Bakh g

In the ”Freshers' Weloome” ths Provost and the Ssnlor Leoturer reatﬁrmed that their
idea of a umversﬂy cm responds to the sscond type._ The Provost 'tofd the frsshers that
"university life is very exciting", that the extra~ourrlcu1ar llfe is ”ﬁioré 'exmtmg” and that
they years in college should be their "happiest years'. "Thé §enlor Lecturer ‘obviously
believes in the same kind of university - he said , ”Evory orgamsatlon depends on the
quality of its products", and went.on’ to promote the 11ne that 1t is in the 1nterosts of the

independent student and the college thd,t he should get as good a dogres a.s possﬂolo

The Provost's nypocrmy 1s also groat He olalms that the stu&onts are. superv:sod as
little as possible - th1s is nothmg but hos for the auh or1tzes have been at&omptmg to

suppress the Inte rmationalists for over a year now, and have also used many tu ks |
to prevent the A¥F C from functioning,

LOus e

Thus the position of the Provost and the Senicr Lecturer is ¢ rstal clear - thev stand for,
promote and represent the e interests of impevialism, i.e. the retrogressive forces inithe
society.

The President of the SR( did his- best n‘?f_,.. to make hzs ‘O’JSlt}.On cl -He-g-aVe a

reactionary ”Wh]to Man's Burdon" a,ppoal to the freshers when be oosed the g pestlon
of how to get inv alved in the poverty in Yimeriek. the unemnlovmont in Dundalk etc otc
He posed the quesiion from his elitist pedestal, refusing to recognise thét the only way to
help these people is'to recognise: that the root cause of the oppression of students is
the same as that of the lmsh peopfe - 1mper1ahsm - and tbat one must promote the struggle
against imperialism within the unive ersity. He' confusec: the students by ‘grumbling about
the strucwre of the university without relatmg it to 1ts funcj:lon T_he SRC, desplte the
protestations of itz Président, doosnt see ob;ectw the umvers1t3‘) n relatmn to society
nor the relationship of the authorities to them bot " Instead of calling the students to
work in a genuinely progressive orgamsauon like thF' AFC, the SRC r‘alls for support
for the smthorities and class compromise. M:n: ows sazd tha,t ‘t!‘le unportant role of the
students is fo cnt:tmse but by helping to psta,h np a deca._grmg svstom and promdmg no
alternative ':ome stﬁtus-quo his ob;ectivo role is ,to ‘oonfuse the students. L sckoere

Freshers will find oot in practice that. tho SRC are an undoinobra;tio bdd‘y who represent
the staus-quo. The &FC .do provide an altsrnotive are ungi%od on the bg.sis sot out in this
issue of Revolutionary &MEwative, and call for support on, that lpa_.sis._.} a5
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As 2 fresher [ can only judge from the facts of previous years These facts negate much
that was said in the "Official Welcome".  Alan Mathews said that the prime aim of the
mmiversity is the "pursuit of knowledge and truth". Why, then, were the mternat;onahsts, an
anti-imperialist movement at the time, banned from selling hterature at front gate 1ast
Jamnuary ? Are students to be prevented from seeklng the tr.th 7 Mathews did admit that there_
Were some problems: there were restnctlons imposed by s structure of the university. He
2150 said that the most important function oi the student 1s ?‘. Lr1t1c1se yet two Internataonahsts
were singled out and suspended for just this last June These people ntrongy strongly
criticised the university . ‘Are people to be prevented from cmtmwmg, too ?

Also two mtemanonalists fatled in thelr exams - is thls another reward for crlttusm 2
1 have also heard that the Internationalists have now been chucked out of their cellar.
Why are the authorities so frightened ? ‘Why are they impeding the development etdi .
ideas ? Al these questions need to be answered and should be answered -4

"We remain an integrated part of the community ', said Alan Matbews and went on, ''our
problems are the prohlems of the community” These problems he deecnbed as ' poverty
= Limerick', 'american imperialism" and "unemployment in Dundalk . So what is the
relatmnshlp between the unwersity and the. commumty B |

Well, Professor Mitchell said that if TCD is going to have a future then 1t depends
on the quahty of its degrees He also said that At's "in your, mterest and ours if you
get a good degree' But Mathews later said that "the examination system is a stra1ght-
jacket on the process of learning" (') There seems to be a contradiction here,and
this can only be p]ausxb]y explained by another statement of Mr Mathews that "the

university must train people \mth specxfie skllls f' In efﬁect th1s goes. back to the
relation between the society and the universlty |

Why_,a___re_ we given degrees for '-‘specif_i_o.skills?? which negate_ the process of learming s

Tadek. CGzj.
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14T IS MASS. DEMOCR,ACY‘? (CONTINUATION u B TDENUNCIATION OI‘ ‘Y‘Hh *SI‘UDENT&‘
PIDE). rrom Page

'au****st*¢k*x>*****s****s**kns 1”’

pEised:. h._x,reate a meamngful dialogue for the sole purpose of exposmg what J,s reactlonary
L retrogr. esswe and what is revolutlonary and progresswe Our siogan 1s

';ERQ’T‘ﬁNDING REQUTRES THE, CONSCIOUS PARTICIPATION OF THL INDIVIDU&L
, : AN ACT OF FINDING OUT i

Mass demoeracy is a meeung of the masses of semous students Where mvest.tgatlons |
2n be openly presented dnd eriticised in order to ensure that the deeadent Seventeenth
“=ntury people (so-called "academics") do not subvert the meetmgs and in order to use

ur time fruitfully and arrive at eonclusmns useful for the genumely progrs:sswe and ser-
LS students . we have the following two rules: |

s A i
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1) NO INVESTIGATION NO RIGHT TO SPEAK
2) NO RHETORIC AND SOPHISTRY IN ANY FORM,

L ) "r'"l-l sl e o 8

Rhetoric and sophistry, and "ta.lking about whatever comes into ons'S mmd" prevents the
=velopment of ideas, harms the i pnogresswe movements, and helps the Board and their

*
e



Statement by Peter Semper
— . > ity S S - .
b e xrxcxxx«xx¢x$¢ KqﬁkfaxmnA ¢x$xaxvxm.

STAUNCH STUDENT RE‘\TEWS THE &TRUGGLE it
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Last June, Nick Miller and mvself were summoned before the Board on a chafge of
"obstructing the Junior Dean in the course of hiz duty". What this referred to was the
fact that Nick Miller, myself and many-athe¥ students had prevented the Junior Dean
from tzking away posters which containéd criticisms of the oppressive and decadent
hourgeois educational system At no time did the Junjor Dean explain or justify this
deliberate act of repression, but was plainly interested in suppressing the mass discussion
of ideas. Thus it was our duty to prevent him perpetrating.an act which was against the
basic interests of the students and the working and oppressed people ot Ireland.

Not only did the Board single out two bthde‘mﬁb from al’IlOug many, but at no time were
they interested in the question of who Was 1 “-;- “ht and who was wrong Their bias is
clear when one considers that they have never ‘questioned the fascist Jtudents who violently
attacked progressive students and destroyed the posters. = At.a hearing lasting less than ten
minutes they estalhlished the isolated fact th a,t we had, indeed, prevented the Junior Dean
from achieving his reactionary ends and' then &1bn11bseu ug. " i

Later Nick Miller and myself were m;ox*med tlaf we were 5uspended from College
until we signed a document stating that we would obey all the instructions of the Deans,
thus not only signing away our own rights hut also those of the .students to authorities

who have historically" established thew WLTUre Be’ 3391«10 w:ac: 1@11a;t'y a:nd Oppresbwe
; ﬁ"ﬂﬁhd

Clearly, this fascisi reprisal was not only raeant to victi mnse and bubdue two prog-
ressive individuals but was also meant:to terrorise the rest of ’Ehe students so as to
prevent them solving their most pre sbmg preblems. '

Nick Miller and I resolved noi_;:- to capzt_m_:ite 10 the Board's bizckmail. We decided
to stand up for what is right and principled because it is in the interests of the vast
majority of the people of 1r dand :md Tht‘ world fmcludmﬂ’ stuctents ) to do so.

It is common knowledge now that nave sw"ned the documen‘r ‘and that Nick Miller
has not. Thus Nick Milier has s ood firm in the interests of the people and I have
capitulated and betrayed those inte regts

Since signing that document I have become increasingly aware that one canaot com-
promise with reactionary blackmail, taat one must stand up openly and fight the react-
ionaries, and that I was completely wrong to have capitulated. |

THEREFORE. 1 AM NOW PUBLICLY REVOKING THE SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENT

" AND SERVE NOTICE ON THE BOARD THAT MY POSITION IS THE SAME AS BEFORE

SIGNING, AND THAT I INTEND TO WAGE A FIERCE AND PROTRACTED STRUGGLE
AGAINST THEM AND ALL SIMILAR ANTI-PEOPLE MONSTERS WHO TRY TO INFLICT
THEIR EVIL. IDEAS A\‘D--PBACTIGLS ON THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE.

To grow up in the 1rﬁper1ahst world is to undergo a continuz} onslaught against
any living productive activity one attempts and 2ny principles and values one may hold.
To be "educated' under nnper]ahsm i3 the process of the negationof all one's conscious
experience until one's ability to grapple w1th fhe real world is completely eroded: the
"mature“ 1mpeuahst bhaby wzrb dH h]S gadgets is the final anti-conscious product.

- Egoism and selfishness are developed in the indi vmaaj so that they will harmonise
wnth the man-eat-man society and live solely &3 passive consumers who will do any-
thing for cash or consumer Goods ~Human I‘(—"‘chﬁOl’lS revolve and decay arcund the nexus

of ca,sh and consumptlom

In order that pe Ople cir live this barbaric existence without hecoming conscious of the
necessity to destroy the sy stem 111@1 produces it, the nmper';«hqw h@ve developed an
outlook \V}h& h promotes the eomplete ‘separation of theory +one's idedlof oneself and the
world} : nd p*ra.pm\e. This partxa&g prevems prople from »'cog,msmg and dealing wita
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the schizophrenia of their own lives in particular, and of imperialist society in geheral,
A whole host of Hacks, parasites and . .~ intelledual flunkeys are actively engaged in
promoting this oppressive siate of affairs. In particular, bourgeois educational instit-
utions like Trinity College acively inculcate this outlook in the students so as to elim-
inate their conscious initiative, enabling them to become "good'' anti-conscious prod-
ucts for perpetuating imperialism.

To become aware of this state of affairs is one thing, but to actively struggle against
it and pverthrow it is another. It necessitates a long and protracted struggle within
| oneself to eliminate 21l the imperialist ideas and practices which have been developed
since childhood. It is not easy, but how else can one ''seek truth to serve people", and
how else can one successfully overthrow the imperialist system if one doesn't wage a

fierce struggle against the imperialist ideology and practices within oneself? One
cannot build the new without destroying the old.

_ In bourgeois educational institutions students are forced to passively absorb a
patently false world outlbok which does not relate to or explain the world they are
living in, and for this o be successful the student has to be progressively blackmailed,
terrorised and corrupted into anti-conscious acceptance of this state of affairs. The
encouraging of careerism and the cultivation of a false ego (bourgeois self) are one of
the main weapons used aganist students to maintain this state of affairs.

My signing this document was externally a compromise with fascism and internally
a capitulation to careerism and bourgeois self, and a betrayal of what I know to be
right, true and scientifically correct.

In repudiating this decument 1 am once again taking up the struggle against the
imperialist system both within myself and outside myself, and it is in the interests
of students and the working and oppressed people of the world that I should do so.

[ CALL UPON ALL STUDENTS TO SUPPORT MY AND NICK MILLER'S STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE FASCIST AUTHORITIES, AND TO SUPPORT THE ACADEMIC FREE-
DOM COMMITTEE.

% % %k x %k % ok k X

i**************************************************i
¥ EXAMINATIONS— TRUTH IS MADE IRRELEVANT i

% .
****************************************************

| Most students recognise the unjustness of examinations because they are directly
oppressed by them. In order to overcome this oppression it is not enough to feel
depressed about exams and to hit out at them with mere slogans. It is necessary to
look into their historical development and to analyse carefully their actual role in the
university, and the society as well as their effects on the students, -and to act on the
basis of this understanding to remove the root cause of all oppression in this society.

The exams are a weapon of the authorities which can be used to eliminate any
nyndesirable' students. By not allowing the answer papers to be made public and by

refusing to discuss the details of the answers, the authorities can make such mean-
ingless statements as, "He didn't know wnough'!, without ever having to substantiate

them with facts.

Two examples of this kind of qction can be seen in the treatment of K. Majekodunmi
and L. Sinniah. Both of these students are progressive and both are coloured. Both
have been given unfavourable exam results because of racial and political discrimination.

~ Lingam has throughout his time in the university produced excellent work and done
well in exams. His practical work has been about the best in the class. His thesis -
for the final microbiology exam was the most comprehensive and the most experiment-
ally substantiated in the class. Yet in the final exam he was given a third, beneath
his fellow students. When he told the professor that he thought he had done much
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better and asked to be allowed to go over the paper, he was told it was impossible. Thus {le
professor and an external examiner who leaves on the day of the exam on the the basis' of
exam papers and a thesis (the external examiner has to decide the future of a student without
consulting anyocne).

‘Koye is studying medicine. It is well known that he has a better knowledge, both factual
and conceptual, than some of the people who passed in his year. He has passed all of the
1nd1v1dual subjects at different times in his attempts. The answers he gave were more than
adequate for the average non-questioning student to pass. When he approached the authorities
professor Erskine attempted to bribe him by saying that he was going to be offered the
""privilege'' of becoming an external student and by this means sit the conjoint examination.

They refused to go into the basis for the exam and {rom this to explain and openly discuss
the reasons for their decision. Instead they try to avoid contact with the students and their

e B T e A W -

questions. They put the blame on the "system'" or the external ¢xaminer or any burocracy
that they can grasp. The real reason for the exams is to suppress all the initiative of
the students and to allow the authorities to be able to remove anyone who looks like waking
this society from its sleep.

William Russel is a student who has been discriminated against by the school of Physw
Russel was told - '*cr failing the 2nd M. B. pha ~macolgy exam in June that he would have to
repeat the year ..cause he couldn't possible learn enough in three months to pass the
repeat exam in September. Never hefore has anyone in Trinity been asked to repeat a year
even afic: failing the exam twice. never mind only once. Several students managed 'to
pass the exam after as little as three weeks work. Russel has already passed pre-med and
Ist M. B., two of the nost difficuit exams in the college. Like all studenis he found ditficuley

lzarning e facis of pharmacology for their own sake without relating them to sick people.
Even for ihe more gquiescent student the exams are oppressive, hecause they suppress
initiative and. merely test ones ability to learn the facts which the proffessor has

put on the course. There are numerous examples where students are told to put down a
certain answer on the paper simply because it is what the examiner wanis. Truht is made
irrelevant. In the medical school 'if someone stands up and says that he wants to understand
the significance of the facts not the facts for the exams' sake, then the reactionary doctors
and students tell him that he is ignnoring reality.

All ,progresswe students, staff, technicians and clerical staff who have concrete examp-
les of the discriminatory, arbitary and anti-truth nature of exams should stand up and spread
their understanding. They should make propoganda everywhere to let people see the rotten-
ness of the present system. One cf the roles of the A F.C. is to lead students in their
fighr against the oppressive actions of the authorities. All progressive people in the
university should support the A. F. C. and contribute towards it. It is only through mass
action that any real change can be brought about.

‘The course committees should be. set up in the faculties by the progressive students to
investig:;a,te, agitate and take action against all the arbitary and discriminatory activities
of the aythorities. It is only when the broad masses of the students understand the true
nature of the society that correct action can be taken to revolutionize it.

*',.;,
g _ :
* 'BECOME A SUPPORTER OF THE ACADEMIC FREEDOM COMMITTEE, $
* ' : *
i ‘RESIST THE TSARIST, ANTI-ACADEMIC, ARBITRARY, REPRESSIVE g
4 oy : ‘ x
E 'MEASURES OF THE BOARD AND THEIR RUNNING DOGS. TAKE UP :
b 3
* i
’E THE POLITICAL DEMANDS OF THE STUDENTS, AND PARTICIPATE 3
%
* x
*
x IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS IN THE OPEN. E
: : *
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I want to become a supporter of the Academic Freedom Committee. LB & s e e R S
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~ {On 15°Oct. ‘the’Dedn of the medical school, professor Jessop, informed the final year
medical ‘Students that'they were o lmct o representative to the medical faculty committee
.- This committee {4 to consist of about 100 people and includes all the consultants, lect-~
urdrs, part-time lecturers and proflessors concery d with the medical school. The com-
mittee is to make recommendations to the school of Physic executive committee,. which is
the? only body of any power, and which consists of the professors of all the medical depart-
* ments and some co-opted assistants. The studeunts are allowed one representative:for each
year. This ‘committee is obvicusly & meaninglessop to the growing students' demand for
a change in the anti-democratic nature of Trinity College. The committee is .so.queildly
tha.t it is unlikely to meet more than a few times a year and is. obviously incapdble of going
int¢ fundamental issues. The suggestion that it.should set up sub-committees to investig-
ate} particular issues is the same tactic that the  British government uses when it sets
up & Royal Commission in order to bury some issue. slas . it ) 8

\ When the Dean was questioned about the sepicusness of hissproposal, he likenéd the'
corhmittee to parliament. One student pointed out that parliament doesn't have a House of
Lotds over-ruling it and making the real deossions. It hasn't had this set up since the .
19th, century. To expect the students to take the committee seriously on the basid of the
parliamentary analogy is extremely naive. Parliament sits for the major part of the £ i
year debating the details of politics decided elséwhere and thus achiévi;gg nothing.. This &
committee is expected In 2 few meetings t6'solve the students’ problems. The effect of this .
committee is to remave the students from the:centre of power through further stratification®
of the power structure and yet give them the illusion that this can - somehow help them to i
deal with their problems. AN R R R T e T G Vg Gt e

' The sort of changes the students want means the bringing closer together the teacher
and the taught. The subjectd should be totally intergrated with the practice and realities
of medicine. The consultants with their money grabbing private practices should be made to
redlise the fundamental, primary importance of developing new efficient medical workers.
Théy should climb down from their remote unquestionable positions and develop their ideds”
with the students. Ideas are of no use in the heads of individuals, they only are of use to the
pedple of Ireland if they are put into practice in the. interests of the people of Ireland. How-
can these people unite with the students on this commiitee when their interests are diamet-
rically opposed to the interests of the students, The interssts o the consultants, professors
and most of the lecturers lie"wila the status quo since this is the system which is‘making ¥~ |
1ifd good for them, while the interests of the students and oppressed lecturers lie with allf: i |
opgressed peoples and can only be resolved by bringing about fundamental change in the "'+
whele society. i B S S b e _ i

> B

' Instead of regarding the comimittee as as '__s_icls .._i_.‘?l{_e____pp__\_the part of the authoritiés, we "
should use it as a means of developing our idegs. Instead of hostilely reacting, as the re i
majority of people did in final year, to the idea of questioning the authority'which .dictates

how we live, we should have open and free discussion of the factors which ‘are oppressing

us; It is only thruogh struggle that issued can be clarified and it is only after clarification

that real basis for unity can be developed and it is only after ft_inity" that'e;fféqtjv,e ;i__ction can

~

, Our représéﬁtﬁ,ti{’éw Ehﬁuld be _the most ‘dctive member of the class. He would work wftli e

the students continuously and understand and develop their ideas with them. He should parg-
jcipate in the committee and put forward his openly declared line without fear of reaction from
the authorities. He should then bring back the results and events of the meetings ‘and openly
didcuss them with the whole s class. In this way theé-true nature of the committeé can be H
exposed, the understanding ‘of the tsudents can be increased and the students can actively .

begin to participate in bgi@igmg'abmt fundaxﬁental"' change which is necessaryic. =
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. "CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE CLASS ROOM" - g e, S

L Internationalists meeting. Come and participate in the .. . | b 1
"= development of ideas. . . . o s - G




We therefore make the following proposals:

1) Fulfill the urgent dernands of the majomty of students in order to improve
academic standards, that: Sl M S0 ade 8 A &
- a) All.lectures and laboretory classes be baeed o *miuntary attendance.

‘ by All courses be developed year after year, through the participation of the
students itis'a orn‘fmdletmn to euggeet that students are eapable of learning, but not
of developing their own courses

¢} A1l examinations be tests of the ablhty of the students to analyse sc1ent1f1«—
cally, not his oa.pao:ty to memorise and regurgﬁate taots All term exams and term
tests be abolished, and no cat and mouse game of testmg the etndents be allowed.

' d) All references given by lecturers and professors ‘should be made pubhc

' e) The library be open from 8.00 a.m. to 12 00 at mght seven days a week.

- f) All housing regulations be abolished. VheF i bG 5 S0

.g) Dogmatic and reactionary anti-communist fal‘ch be eeverely dealf with.
Membere of the staff who advocate metaphysical and idealistic approach to sub]ects be
asked to give scientific reasons for so doing; progressive lecturers be encouraged to use
d1a1ect1ea1 matemenhm cmd to ddvenee smentlflc understandlng dnd knowledge.

2) Demooretlse Trmlty Co]lege along the following dinegs: Iaitnate

a) The offices; of Senior Dean, Junior Dean and the Deah: of Women Students be
abolished and replaced by a student-staff- committee,. elected by @ universal vote of
students and staff for candidates who put forward their. policies, and not'their person-
alities.. This committee can : (1) Provide guidelines for theiscientific running of the
College and (2) Guarantee that the College is used for academic purposes and nothing
else. -

W by ﬁlnu-democr atic institutions like the SRC be abol:lshed _

¢ The capitation fee be abolished, and no official support be gwen to anti-acad-
emic mstltutlonS like the Hist., the Phil., the Eliz., TCD and Trinity News.

d) Informal student~staff committees be establlshedv frdm ‘the level of the indiv-
idual course, to/the Department, ‘to the level of the College U These! comm.rttees will

' simultaneously analyse and participate in correcting situations'ds they arlse " The

Semor Lecturer's office will have direct links with these. comm1tteee i
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WHAT IS MASS DEMOCRACY (CONTINUATION OF “DENUNCIATION' OF THE STUD—
ENTS’ GUIDE"} Frorn page 8. - 3 s
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i)

runnmg fdogs A large number ‘of students have e\:perlence ‘fihe "meetmgs” orgamsed

by the Board ‘and their: runmng dogs, where no ideas‘are deév eloped where’ every ecftort

is made to suppress any: understandmg of the issue, and an attempt is’ mede to confuse

and mislead the people. Because we serve the people, we must do the oppesite in c‘)'ther
words sincerely undertake investigation, not come to- ‘mass ‘democéracy ‘meetings to "'win
points'', but to consciously participate in understandmg the natuge, of: our problems, refr-

ain from verblage and help others understand your ideas by learnmg from. what others

have to say. Mass democracy meetmgs are not like iFree Speech" meetings, where any—
body can say anything, simply because they feel like it. Mass democracy meetmgs are
gathermge of progresswe people who involve the students m understandmg what 1s gomg
shell is the place Where the mass 11ne is developed presented to the people and is the
guide to all our activities. The rules we have laid down for mass democracy meetings are
clear and simplg, and are for the henefit of the people. We' stand for the active'participat-
ion of all individuals, but active participation will be a meaningless phrase without care-

ful investigation and working out ideas. “Undertaking investigation and working out ideas is |
\ bOth a plosresswe and a scientific ethic, as well as serving the real interests of the stadents.
W 5 -
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Recognising that the root of all the anti-academic, arb1trary, and anti- democratic
attitudes of the Trlmty College Board and The1r agents lies 1n “the fact that .

1) Trinity Cellege is a- bourgems arlstooratlc eduoauonal 1nst1tut10n W1th strong
ties with English colonialism, and for that reason is geared:to: o
a) Reactionary training of students for jobs and self-promotion. -
2 : b) Breeding of ivory-tower intellectualism - - :
8 c) Active support for the ruling and :money owning classes by the mouloatlon

of bourgeois 1deas and culture mto the stu,dents Eagmts Py (00
" 3
and that these aims e.re in’ direct oppos1t1on to:

a) Provision for democratlo edur-atldn

" b) Encouragement of academlo mvestlgatlon 0

or pregudlce : :
c) Serving the worklng and oppressed people of Ireland and the world i |

na solentlflo basw W1thout fedr

gy ‘!

2) The courses are organrsed in an arbltrary and r1g1d manner, W1th fanatmal
bias against dzaleotmal materlahsrn and W1th oa.noerous ‘anti commumsm (Most
students are taught the fa1th of antl—commumsm in a matter _of-fact way. The Nat-
ural Sciences, which are a convinecing proof of the oorreotness of dialectical mat-
erialism are taught from a purely metaphyswal ‘and 1deal1st1o pomt of view. Fascism
is taught and fascistic methods are developed under the gulse of behavmu'ral psvch—
ology, social sciences, and other such d1solpl1nes) i

'3) The relics of English colonialism — theiHist., the Phil., the Eliz;, TCD and "
Trinity News — are the plllars of anti- aeademlsm ~and rec¢€ive. off1o1al support from

the College T ; ,-%. wh ; spu -, { &

4) Trmltv College is used by outslde oonoerns to do researoh ‘with the enthus—
1astlc cooperatmn of se—called academws who for their personal advanoement are
prepared to become ”adwsors" to mdustrles and government ageno1es and to distribute
propaganda for the antl working olass a.nd neesantry alllan cé of Industry, Government,

"Experts'" and "Academics". ity
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5) The offices of Senior Dean ‘Juniori Deanand' the: Dean’of Woinen Students are
undemocratic tools for the enforcement of: the arbitrary raljngs:of the; iBoard ( (these:
Deans harrass theprogressives inthé most arbitrary: fashion: s—ﬂﬂﬁstsetfewsmonths _

ago theJunior Dean’ threatened an »antieiaserst smdenst mthfespelsaen iwithottigiving
any reason, andhas,still. reﬁramedl from dolng 80010t tookothe Junior Dean no timeto
8 answer the eomplamt of some students whose sleep was:disturbed by the thard<working
| Internatmmahstss;twmle he;hasﬁ Stﬂl not Jansw'ered the*coomplélnts‘ +the Interhationalists
lodged ined anuary.:i fThe Senm:r neanmas bennéd progress‘iveistudents frony’ ma;rohmg
| in the cityfor Dette roondmens _'orr _the’upeer and ométess; while he has encouraged:
| them to me;;reh for:such: fre;udnl_ nt orgamsatlonsu as thesFamifxe Re\leef Week Commlttee -
see Wﬂsend Comment pamphlets 4 and .':'w) f aiio ad g erdl adl Yy
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- ' Thers are o esennsls;theweh 'wsxeh smé’enﬁelvlews catt %éf—f*c‘iféeuséeds with the

author1t1es the SRC represents rnpbody; andr 1s the most undemooretm bo__ m;);he-

e

|




