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Once again, we need the same virtues of patriotism,
loyalty, belief in our future as a nation and a people,
and a readiness to face up to the difficult as well as
the pleasant tasks which were all characteristic of the
Fianna Fail movement and were the foundations of its
success.

Fianna Fail succeeded because it reflected and
truly represented the Irish people. It continues to do
so. Indeed the fundamental basis of any republican
movement is that it believes in the supremacy of the
people.

Today there is a growing realisation that political
freedom which is not accompanied by economic freedom
1s built on shaky foundations. That is why the most
urgent task is to press for the growth in employment
which will ensure economic security and independence
for all of our people, but especxally the young, who will
be called upon to transmit in their turn, a belief in
Ireland and its future to the young people of the future.

. IN celebrating the Golden Jubilee this year of its
: foundation in 1926, Fianna Fail does so with pride
in ‘a distinguished record of achievement and service
to the nation throughout the fifty years of its history.
Reading the articles in this supplement will give some
glimpse of the endlessly exciting stories which underlie
that-record of progress and achievement. There is the
extraordinary rapid rise and strengthening of the
- party, the drama of its early years in Government: the
difficulties and endurance of the war time years; the
disappointments and national frustrations. surrounding
two periods of Coalition rule, then the resumption of
progress and the successes of the ’sixties, culminating
in the disappointment of 1973 which finds us once
more in opposition — the position which we occupied
in 1926.

While there will be an understandable pride in
re-living old victories, and interest in debating old
issues, a full celebration of our Golden Jubilee calls
for more. It demands also the repetition of the
dedication and motivation of fifty years ago applied
to the changed circumstances of today.
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the Ireland of today, can be quickly refuted by facts.

Today there is the same need to tackle and to solve

major national issues as there was in 1926. Today there

is the same need to press for urgent action to create ,
employment as there was then.
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There is also now as then, the same need to
replace a government which was paralysed and devoid
of policy, blaming our ills on the rest of the world,
with a Fianna Fail government with clear leadership
and dedicated and committed support which quickly
demonstrated that we could do a great deal to overcome
our problems.

The past fifty years have seen the attainment of
many things which were ideals and hopes to the
founding fathers of Fianna Fail at its inception. Our
task is to continue that progress until the ideal of a
peaceful, prosperous united Ireland has become a reality.

Those who allege that a national movement such
as Fianna Fail, now fifty years old, has no place in

t

GOLDEN
UBILEE
OF
FIANNA
FAIL

TO COMMEMORATE the 50th anniversary of the
founding of Fianna Fail, The Irish Press has produced this
Commemorative Supplement blendmg objective histori-
cal analysis of aspects of the party’s development and
influence with personal recollections of its founders.

-| It provides a history and an assessment of some of the

development.

Church-state ‘Be}ations Fr. Enda McDonagh "

most smportam and exciting years of our country’s

Fianna Fail, the largest political grouping in the
country, has in the course of its existence touched on
every aspect of the country's life and The Irish Press
Supplement is aimed at providing a record that will
be of value and interest to the general public north and
south of the Border as well as to either university
students or young people still at school anxious to know
something of their country’s origins and development.

Fianna Fail

Birth of the part

IT IS impossible to understand
the reasons for the establish-
ment of Fianna Fail in May 1926
without looking backwards to
the history of the preceding
few years.

The high hopes of 1919 and 1920
foundered on the Treaty of 1921.
The united national movement of
Sinn Fein, which dominated the
political scene 1n the period, was
split into pro-Treaty and antl-
Treaty factions and the bitterness
spilled over into Civil War in 1922
and 1923.

It was in the prison camps of
that Civil War that the foundauons
of the political future of the anu-
Treaty movement were laid. Lec-
tures were organised by the
prisoners on how proportional re-
presentation worked, on publicity
and canvassing and on the various
aspects of party organisation. They

Dail f no oath of allegiance were
imposed.

It was an unavailing effort
defcated by a narrow majority. De
Valera resigned from Sinn Fein and
left.

He was followed by a substantial
number of others — perhaps most
notable among them Scan Lemass.
[Lemass had already won a by-
vlection 1n Dublin city. He was to
take the initiative which led to the
formation of a new political party.
First of all he gathered together a
commnittee of those who had sup-
ported de Valera's policy at the
Sinn Fein Ardfheis.

Gradually the new movement took
shape. De Valera was not in attend-
ance at the first meetings. The
organisation was growiny, however,
round him and his policies. The
original title, Republican Party,
gave way, under de Valera's guidance
to the more subtle Fianna Fail—
an ancient Irish  name which
carried with it nuances of a more

party elected to the Dail in June, 1927. Back row : T. Powell, T. MacEllistrim, S. Hayes, M. Kennedy, S. Mac Entee
W. O’Leary, M. Corry, S. French. Middle row : D. Corkery, T. Derrig, M. Killilea, ). Colbert S. Moore, A. Fogarty,
inside), T. O’Reilly, P. Belton, M. Kilroy, T. Tynan, P. |. Ruttledge, S. Lemass, F. Aiken, P. Houlihan. Front row : S. Holt, M. O’
Markievicz, E. de Valera, Mrs. T. Clarke, D. Buckley, f. Carty, T. Crowley, /. Tubridy, P. j. Little. (S. T. O'Kelly,

picture).
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Bnographer of the late

the two general elections in a man-
ner which was always to rouse
criticism from opponents but which
in fact won ballot box approval,

Those years were to see the
establishment of The Irish Press.
It was to break down a communica-
tion wall erected by a hostile
national press and help to pave
the way for the electoral success
which brought Fianna Fail to
office in 1932.

It was the first and only party
to get over haif a million nrst
preference votes in Ireland and it
was never to get less than that
number. Indeed in many of the
elections over the following four
decades it was to get the support
of over 600,000 voters.

The first Fianna Fail government
included, of course de Valera as
head and such notable ministers as
S. T. O'Kelly, in Local Government
and as vice president, Dr. Ryan in

(interviewed ms:de) G 80!and F. Carney, P. O’Dowd,
J. Ryan, P. Boland, P. McCarvill, N. B!aney P. Sm:th ( interviewed
Reilly, |. Victory, T. Mullins (interview), Countess
f. Fahy and E. Mullen were members, but do not.appear in this

|
|

these and other opposition parties
brought about the end of the first
16 years of Fianna Fail power.

Inter-party governments between
1948 and 1951 and from 1954 to
1957, were to be but intermissions
in an era of Fianna Fail dominance.
Thig period did not see great con-
mbuuons to the development of
Irish politics except in one sphere
—that of Church-State relations.
This handling of the difficulties in
this: area under the guidance of
Eanion de Valera was tactful and
prim.

De Valera's long era of leadership
was, however, already drawing to
a close. In the last election he led
Fianna Fail to the greatest victory
it ever achieved—78 of 147 seats in
the Dail. -

in 1959 de Valera resigned from
the .presidency of Fianna Fail and
leadershxp of the government and
was; elected President of Ireland.
His - successor was Sean Lemass
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were being trained to transfer Llhe N A ' Mr. de Valera and Agriculture, Frank Aiken in under whose leadership new econ- it
Republican struggle to the political ~ "®7¢0: Pas™ | . in  History Defence, Sean MacEntee in Finance, ~ 0DUC horizons were opened by the
field. If Lemass was the driving genius Lecturer in istory, T. O Deirg in Education and P. J. 1960s. He was also to succeed in %

the outcome of the much vaunted
boundary clause of the Treaty,

there was no doubt that de Valera

was developed.
Fianna Fail had many advantages

the election Fianna Fail had 44
deputies returned; Sinn Fein was

Within a remarkably short few

years the Treaty arrangements were

'The disturbances”:and.* the * h

lines of communication

g
“ ‘0 .

One of the major difficulties, UCG. Ruttledge in Lands—all names to opening catl
L o m id ' however, lay in the fact that the “"l" L:‘: k‘ey ﬁ?"’f-" B . be long associated with the govern- ;;:cll’er C:fptatll?e ’T\s‘iifﬂgﬁn ?r:l:ﬁ:i 3
o n siae pages Sinn Fein party which emerged _ln the way in which the Fiann . ) o ment of the State. - : S
». - - from the Civil War had become ll'al”dl’a}"l)' 8?‘“’ de Velera “95131" T:‘fe new p;{_ny h““s C:’":n;‘tm?f" ln ways the most remarkable of oo;frnmennt. 3
; ] i iidi ‘hi . ishe wumself in an unchallenge- 1tself 1o a policy bhut not tying It- . . . N were was new hope of normal- 34
& | Nationalist Influences, Dr. Donal McCartney Page 2 gg%%h’ﬁ‘s’ developmers %’:hpzﬁ?y able position. He had not wasted self too rigidly. “To pledge our- L ising relations between  Irishmen ‘ o
) s . : wooo» of abstention_ from the Free State the years in the wildernuvss. He was selves at this distance ahead as to hold that portfolio for a total of within lIreland. The Fianna Fail ; 45
Pleannana Oideachais, Seamus Q Neill ...... legislature was being made an issue the leader with a policy and thuse every step we shall take, and the 22 years and was pever 1o be out party supported Lemass in his i
' » o» of principle. De Valera's view was who Jjoined Fianna Fail did so n moment we shall take it, would be of that Department in any 'Fianna activities in which he made con- :
)| Mrs. Brigid Ryan, mtemew SabscRcESSESEEchs=e put in a letter to Mary MacSweeney that knowledge. No other leader of ahsurd”, warned de Valera. ¥ail administration until he became tacts in Belfast which had eluded
1 in August 1923; the party could ever be in such a The first task, after the initial Yaolcachiint siccession il de his predecessor. The aim of the 0
;| . “Getting the Vote, Dr. Tom Garvin ............ Page 3 “If the Oath were removed,  S!FOng position of leadership. organising throughout lreland had Valera in 1959. In the economic party regarding reunification had 2
5. »ooo» t ind the au st'en ef “(nen; At the very first public meeting begun, was the preparation for a sphere he was 'to leave his mark hirtherto made little progress.
. %«,.-:'Paddy Brennan, founder-member sesnnssnieny ‘0 my mn.i ne q et 0 (l)d gb K of Fianna Fail, the inaugural meet- general election. The imminence of on modern Ireland in a distinctive The 1960’s were not, however, X
g { 22 - . in or rema xlnngfor W({u' de‘a ing held in the La Scala Theatre this, in fact, called for urzent and way. He was an important figure to meet the political needs of a =3
g.;, Neuh'ality, Prof. Desmond Williams ......... page 4 | ma(;._ter pureyt:) gcucsb drll ftbtx- 50 years ago, de Valera was still extended ettort in fornung Comh- wllt). never sought to mval  his Northern Ireland minority long dis- 5
Pel - b . . : | “ 0 g:(ienﬁiv' anidm adb est De left to insisting that he was there “simply airli  Dailceantair and local seader. Indeed the remarkable criminated against. It was the slow- R:RTH i :;;
#3| Joe Groome interview ........ciieceiilienieens : ecided either by a c%nvenu‘qn §67s Srivaler Butihls soeechlwasini cumainn, The party had already a N L ness of progress that brought about i {?
3k or by the ele.‘l:te% memhers. LT private’'s speech. He set out a policy solild organisation behind it by the lg alte to de Valera the, explosion of the Civil Rights iS5 ;;h’!‘;;
|’ Econom.tc and Social Achievements cu;lfl§tan0es e .l - a\"{e thein hm ld fur national advance to freedom— time the election came in June yalty ' th campaign — an outbreak which d» R Bl )
‘% " Joe Charleton” ...........c..cocsrceneesscscnennne Page 5 e o aciet v the isolation of the oath of 1927, N The Labour Party supported the Valéra foretold as long ago as 1938 I il gt:fij‘f‘
2% our adding unnecessarily to its allegiance as the first symbol of While it might initially be Fianna Fail government of 1932, when talking to Neville Chamber- RN
o The ILR.A,, Prof. A. Murphy veersesssaresniesecs  Page 6 SITRINCEE | foreign supremacy to be destroyed. expected that this general election and indeed without its support it lain| the British Prime Minister. ieAES i
b, In the years that followed it was Once it was gone he could sec would be fought between Fianna could not have been elected as no The troubles in the north-east of R 20 & F L
221y _Michael Hilliard, former Minister ............ »” 7 the Mary MacSwiney view that took ahead promising lines for a further Fail ‘and the Government party, party had an overall majority. The this| island, had repercussions south Kb )
RAr e i p 7 root. gy r the Artli)me }(ﬁl _V‘”S:'a advance. He had ideas for econ: Cumann na nGaedheal, in faict th{s ;‘;k;:fe r‘gogﬂ:;e"m?p;g dset:gz ag?e;;a o{) ltﬁxlel bg{der. ‘?ll]‘hene .I\‘;a::s consider- gr i
|t . Leary S emerged lrom our il 1n_the omic development to improve social was not really so. it was primarily ‘ a eart-searchin leader of L 4= 1658 1d !
L View from the North Dr. Con O’ age summer of 1924 the Sinn Feln and matcriz[i)l conditiong. Basically to be a clar);ﬁcau'on as to which ning with the remova!l of ﬁt]ie oath Fia?ma Fail, Jack gLynch who had §¢§
2441 The Arms Crisis Michael Mills .................. Page 8 party had taken up a rigid position. it all depended on the people who pafly would represent Republican of allegiance antd uc“ mina 1:18 én succeeded Sean Lemass in- 1966, 25 1‘; :
3 . ' In vain did de Valera try to bring had, such a short time before been voters, Sinn Fein or its new rival the new Constitution passed by won - a great electoral v;ctory iﬂ.' g i
Tommy Mumns “INtErview s..ceeriesenenenn »oom it back to a more realistic attitude.  riyen by Civil War. Would the policy of de Valera plebiscite in 1937. It Wasbang?igé 1969, - 3 I g}{;;
% Events at the end of 1925, the “The problem is”, he said, “how carry the day? Of the outgoing depression m:‘tij‘im‘:“{;;’; o d" ‘o ‘w Lynch became the only.. msh' YL igy
Boyhood Recollections of -a de Valera Rally _ leaking of the Boundary Com-  to reunite them and make their Republican deputies 23 had stayed ‘-‘°°‘t1°"t1t31° sgxnovement ‘o in dep leader, -apart from de- Valera, 0. . * ;\};‘_
PR |1 Clare Mjchael Q-hAodh . Page 9 mission Report and the consequent desire for independence effective’. with Sinn Fein. Twenty-two had ;en e pen- lead a party to'an overall' m: rityi RS
9. consternation and disappointment at 1t was to do that that his policy joined Fianna Kail. As a result of ence. the " foundation of: the* 'State. 18 B
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deputles to - take thelr seats in the

found ‘Sinn Fein in no position to
offer an effective opposition. Indeed
the party was unable to capitalise

“That to remain as we were
meant ultimate extinction as an
effective political force—reduced
to some such position as that of
the French monarchists,”

Theé' Republican opposition could
easily have gone that ‘wdy. To make
a final ‘effort.'to stem' this develop-
ment “dé Valera: put ‘a resolution
to .a special. Ardfhels’ Sinn Fein
in’ March 1928, hoping thereby to
make it possible“ “for elected

at its inception — willing workers
throughout the state who had
forged their loyally in the prison

Countess Markieviez, Paddy Rutt-
ledge, Frank Aiken, Sean T. O'Kelly
and a host of other lesser-kmown
names were to gather together the
‘support of Dublin and of the
countryside.

By November 1926, the first
Fianna Fail Ardfheis was called
and there de Valera was elected
to his first office in the party—
President.. It is notable that six of
the 15 executive members elected
that day were women.

reduced to 5.
In the second election that year,
in September, Sinn Fein -failed to

at the same time 57 seats to the

Government party's 62. Sinn Fein -

had been wiped out almost a&s com-
pletely as it had done to the Irish
Parliamentary Party in 1918, The
challenge now lay between Fianna
Fail and Cumann na nGaedheal.
The next five years were to be
ones for consolidation of the Fianna
Fail organisation—a task which was
to play a great part in the party’s
future success. The barrier .of the
oath had been surmounted between

dismantled and the final dissolution
of that instrument came with the
Anglo-Irish ggreement of 1938.: ..

achived. Ireland’s neutrality was in
fact something" more than a stqnd-
ing aside from™a. world conflict. It °
was an assertion of the freedom of
the State and it was pursited.Wwith -

r™~

all the skill and determination: L Sl

the leader of Fianna- 'Fail'' de:

Vilera, who was hoth Taoisea
Minister for External Anairs.ch gnd

In this period:” new. politicals, -+ °
challenges wexe to emeérge’ in Clann s

na Talun and Clann.'na ‘Poblach
and in 1848 a coalltion hae t‘

J{
A V (\""“.}-( .

.se -raised difficultiés for} his”
ROV rnment. It led to ‘differences’in -
the{ Cabinetand" consequenﬁ neslg-
- ‘nation§ and>demotiong, ik eEe ) -

Intlgmews ‘with Martin COITY and " on» on the affair. As- de Valera told camps. Enthusiasts like Gerry enter the contest while Fianna Fail Without fanfares great progress '~ ““(Qpe. *might have’ ex c’t’ 178115

el onnchadho Brian .....ccconnnminiienin - Austin Ford, editor of the Irlsh  Boland, Dr. Jim Ryan, Sean Mac- increased its first preference votes had been made. The war years were = thig to"cause’a riftiin FlannaFal

World in New York, it was clear~  -Entee (interviewed elsewhere) from 300,000 to 412,000 and won, to show how inuch had béen - In: act it: ‘did’ nat: ‘erodethe; s "
of

1 party.;In*the"1973"
ele!ﬁon ‘Fianna® sie

te'ference 'votes “than it‘“hn
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egtoralVictory
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- oideachais

Deacrachtai n&r mhér do rialtais Fhianna Féil
a shéru mé bhi dul chun cinn le déanamh i
gcirsaf Scolafochta . . .

IS FEIDIR a thaispedint go
dtdinig forbairt mhor ar chir-
safi scolafochta sa tir le linn
do Fhianna Fail a bheith ]
réim. An té a bheadh searbh
- déarfadh sé nach raibh neart
_.acu air sin 6 tharla chombh
fada sin i gcumhacht iad, agus
go raibh fis faoin oideachas i
geoitinne ar fud an domhain.
Mar sin féin, ma taimid leis an
scéal a mheas go cothrom,
caithfimid a admhail go ndear-
nadh dul chun cinn i gcirsal
oideachais a bhi ionmholta, go
- - héirithe nuair a chuirtear san
direamh, na deacrachtai a bhi
le siri san am. Ar na deac
rachtaf sin, bhf an ganntanas
airgid a bhf i geénaf ina a bhac
ar phleananna forbairte, agus
a méadafodh go mor de bharr
an chogaidh eacnamafochta, de
bharr an dara cogadh dombh-
anda, agus an drochshaol a
lean é; ach ba mh6é an chon-
staic nd ' an ganntanas airgid,
an leisce a hhi ar {dardis oid-
eachais sa tir a mbogadh féio
as na seanmhinlaithe ina raibh
siad sioctha leis na cianta,.Is
gnithach le laochra na réabh-
loide an locht ar a shon sin a
fhagall ar an eaglais abhus 6
tharla greim chomh docht sin
ag an eaglais ar an choir oid-
eachais, ach facthas go raibh
na tuataf lan chomh spadanta
leis na heaglaisigh ba daille
radhairc dd raibh riamh ann,
nuair a toisfodh a thracht ar
bail a chur ar na hollscoil-
eanna,

le

Seamus
O’Neill

eadh a chur leis an partition 6
thuaidh, nuair a bhi partition
de chois an dorais againn
abhus. Ach nf raibh aird ar
bith ag an dream a chuir ina
éadan ar an argéint sin, agus
nuair a fuair sé bas, bhl deir-
eadh lena aisling.

CARSON

Is fia a thabhairt fa dear,
agus sinn ag tracht ar an scéal
seo, gurbh ionann dearcadh
don Mhailleach agus do Sir

Ba sa cheard oideachas a rin-
neadh an dul chun cinn ar ts,
agus ba mhoér a bhi sin in eas-
namh. Anois, an ceart a
choiche, nforbh ¢é rialtas
Fhianna. Fail a rith an t-acht
fanar cuireadh eagar as an nua
ar an cheardoideachas. Ba sa

"y b

bhliain 1930 a tugadh an Edward Carson st
t-acht gairmoideachais i lath- hdllscolaioclfta. a.::[c %aysegcﬁg
air na Déla, agus gan amhras views that do not commend

themselves even to many of
those who think with me in
Ireland; but I look forward to
the day when these great lib-
eral seats of learning, showing
themselves worthy in the great
race of science and art, will
come forward to say, as I hope
Trinity College will: ‘Let us
oin together and make one
great national university!'”

An drong a chuir plean an
Mhailligh sios agus suas; bl
raibh oiread aird acu ar aon-
dacht an naisidin is a bh{ ag
Sir Edward Carson féin. Ni
hionadh é an bhail ati ar an
tir, atd uirthi f& lathair.

Rinneadh athrd moér ar an

bhi sé ar na hachtanna ba
tabhachtaf oideachais a dréacht-
adh riamh sa tir. Bhi sé in
ndin ‘o rialtais Fhianna Fail
an t-acht a chur i bfeidhm. Rud
a rinne siad go héifeachtach.

SCOILEANNA

Bunafodh a lin scoileanpa
nua, feabhsafodh agus méad-
afodh scoileanna agus coldisti
a bhif ann, agus cuireadh tus

o le clrsai éagsila. Dar ndoigh,
-~ bhi riachtanas ar leith leis an
fhorbairt seo ins an cheard-
oideachas san am, 6 tharla go
raibh an rialtas ag fiachail leis
an deantdsafocht a chur ar bhunscolaiocht, agus ar oilidint
aghaidh i dtir a bhi go prfomha na muinteoirf, athrd chun
ina tir talmhafochta. feabhais. Cuireadh an curaclam

. nua i bhféidhm ins na bun-
_ Leanadh den fhorbairt sin ar  gepileanna, agus cé go bhfuil
an cheardoideachas ¢ shin,

roinnt daoine amhrasach go
nfos m6 ni ceardaithe atid de

foghlama, is cinnte gur sona i
dhith -orainn, agus d4 bhri sin  pphfad saol na bpaisti faoi ins
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IN AN Interview with
United Press on April 17,
1926, Mr. de Valera said
that his new political
party, Fianna Fail, had the
following ultimate aims,
using at every moment
such means as were rightly
available.

1 The  political indepen-
dence of a  United
Ireland as a republic.

The restoration of the
Irish language and the
development of a native
Irish culture.

3 The development of a
social system in which as
far as possible equal
opportunity will be afor-
ded to every Irish citizen
to live a noble and useful
Christian life.

The distribution of the
land of Ireland so as to get
the greatest number
possible of Irish families

rooted in the soil of
Ireland.

5 The making of Ireland an
economic unit as self-
contained and self-
sufficient as  possible,
with a proper balance

between agriculture and
other essential industries.

The nationalism  which
inspired Fianna Fail over the
next 50 years of its existence
has never been more
succinctly expressed. The
general objective was the
political, cultural, social and
economic development of a
united Ireland. While the
objective was fixed, the
means by which it was to be
achieved depended on the
circumstances of the moment.

The unique style of the
party's founder was stamped
all over the statement, for
here was that high idealism
and at the same time the
political realism which one
has come to associate with
the biggest name in Irish
history in the twentieth
century.

The republicanism which
was declared to be the first
objective of Fianna Fail was
that which had shown itself
in the anti-Treatyites during
the Civil War, in the Easter
Rising in 1916, in the Fenians
and in the separatist tradition
founded by Wolfe Tone.

- As such it had strong con-
nections with the physical
force tradition, and it also
carried with it an aura
of anti-clericalism. Repub-
licanism in Ireland had a side
to it also which represented
dissent from the political
establishments of the day,
including the constitutional
nationalism of the majority.

At its inception, therefore,
Fianna Fail was the product
of an Irish nationalism that
was republican, with physical
force, anti-clerical, dissenting
and populist ingredients ip
fairly generous measure.
These characteristics of
Fianna F4il marked it out
distinctly from all other Irish
political parties in the years
following 1926.

The republicanism of Fianna
Fail was in priociple the
same as that of Sinn Fein
and of the L.LR.A. But where-
as Sinn Fein was committed

By JEAN SHERIDAN

AN INSTINCTIVE flair for
political involvement sent
Mrs. Mary Brigid Ryan of
Newport to an inaugural
meeting of Fianna Fail at
Rear Cross, Co. Tipperary
in 1926 where she signed
her name to become one of
the founding members of
the party.

Fifty years later, 17 of
them as a Dail deputy and
25 as a county councillor,
her political idealism is un-
diminished and political
news and views continue to
be the breath of life to her.
These have kept her so
remarkably youthful that at
78 she looks ten years
younger and is as healthy
and active, as brisk and in-
terested as women only half
her age.

Talking to her one senses
that throughout her life she
had the countrywoman’s
strength, judgment and a
grasp of reality.

But what was it like to be
one of the few women elected
to political life in those first
50 years, to be so caught up
through both choice and
family that it became part of
one’s day-to-day existence?
Sitting with the straight Lack
and the composure character-
istic of women of her genera-
tion; she described it as
“exciting and satisfying”
with a conviction and spirit
which must have sustained

her when the going was
rough.

For Mary Ryan life must
have been tougher and

‘fraught with more anxietles
and problems than for
almost any of the other
figures on the political stage
during the ‘Forties and
'Fifties.

_sBut. hardship has leﬂ no
. residue in hér memories of
ghe ;period. She looks back
“only, ‘with ‘the eyes of happi-
pessiito the “fulfilment she
idtsrl\fe(}‘ “from . her large
family-of children as well as
“being; .part of a larger

-

to the policy of absten-
tionism from D4ail Elreann,
and the I.LR.A. was committed
to the policy of physical
force, Fianna FA&il proposed
alternative methods for the
achievement of <common
objectives.

That it was a matter of
policy, not of principle,
whether republicans should
enter D4il Eireann and
Stormont once the Oath of
Allegiance to the British

Crown was removed was the-

formula which had given
birth to Fianna Fiil out of
Sinn Fein.

Entry into the Dail for the
effective furtherance of its
policles was the only logical
step for Fianna Faiil once it
had faced up to the fact of
the distinction * between the
principles it stood for and the
methods that were available in
the circumstances.

So Fianpa Fail left Sinn
Fein and the LR.A behind in
order to pursue a policy of
realistic policies and concen-
trate its energies on winning
elections. While majority rule
appeared to have the backing
of the people, there was no
way that minority right
could win by an appeal to
arms, wrote Mr. de Valera to
an American friend.

There was no point, there-
fore, in pretending to occupy
the citadel of the republic
when they had been beaten
out of it in every corner of
Ireland. The sensible thing to
do was to change tactics and
attempt a fresh assault by
other means. Bloodshed would
not solve the problem, for
after all the blood had been
spilled republicans would find
themselves back in exactly
the same position from which
they had started. These were
the arguments which de Valera
used with his constituents at
the time of the Fianna Fiil
decision to enter the Didil.

In the Déil, Fianna Fail
found itself, in the words of
Sean Lemass in March 1928,
to be only. *“a slightly consti-
tutional party.” It is too easy
to wrench this statement of
Lemass out of its context. It
is indeed true that the
founders of Fianna F4il had
earlier engaged I1n physical
force activities to win an
Irish Republic.

It is also true that Mr.
de Valera, in the late 1920’s
and early 1930's, was prepared
to protest against the treat-
ment of the ILR.A. by the
Cosgrave administration. Mr.
Lemass, however, was clearly
not advocating violence or
saying that Fianna Fdil was
a physical force parly In
describing it as “slightly
constitutional.” The historical
context is that Fianna FA4il
did not recognise the 1822
Constitution, but because
Fianna Fail had come into
the Daéil with the intention
of abolishing the Constitution
with its Oath of Allegiance
and the Anglo/Irish Treaty
upon which it was based.
Fianna Fail was in that
sense a party of dissent and
only slightly constitutional.

On the issue of a united
Irish Republic, Fianna Fail
was much closer to Sinn Fein
and the IR.A. than it could
ever be to the Government of

., widow and

It is unlikely that she ever
consciously separated the
dual roles she filled at an
important period in her
children's development.
There was no conflict be-
tween these roles for the
simple reason that none
existed: to her politics was
as integral to living as the
cooking of meals, the stock-
ing of her land. This was
what she had to do, what
she expected of herself

Politiecs for her began at
the age of 18, when she
joined Cumann @na mbBan
after the Easter Rising and
served as a dispatch rider.
She also went to Gaelic
League classes and learned
more of the language and
songs of her country.

In 1923 she married Martin
Ryan, a young farmer of
Knockview, Newport, who
lived six miles away from
her own home and whom
she had known since their
schooldays. He had taken an
active part in his area during
the War of Independence and
each had opposed the Treaty
and supported de Valera's
stand.

By 1926 they were the
parents of two children but
when they were notified, on
instructions from head-
quarters, that a meeting was
to be held outside the
Church at Rear Cross after
Mass on the following Sunday,
Martin and Mary Ryan made a
point of being there.

She remembers it all
“John Hanafin from Thurles
was there with Packey Ryan
of Kilcummin Cross. We
were told that it was going
to be the start of a new
opposition party under de
Valera, that members and
organlsens were needed ‘and
what would be expected from
them in the way of holding
meetings, getting support
and raising funds, We did not
have to think twice: we
joined there and then."

Martin Ryan became &
prominent and  popular
figure in party politics in
Tipperary and successfully
contested one of the seven
seats in the constituency in
the 1833 election. He held it
until his early death  ten
years later at the age of 43.
He left a widow, nine chil-
dren aged from three to 19,
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Tucning point : Fianna Fail depu ties about to enter Dail in 1927.

the Irish Free State. In its
early days, therefore, in Dail
Eireann Fianna Fail and
Cumann na nGaedheal made
very unhappy bedfellows.
Whatever republican prin-
ciples individual members of
Cumann na nGaedheal may
have held in the days before
1821, they had now found
themselves defending the
Treaty and defending the
Free State and its mem-
bership of the  British
Commonwealth.

However much they privately
regretted the
Ireland, the fiasco of the
Boundary Commission in 1925
and the agreements reached
in London between the two
Governments had effectively
put an end to any publie
protest against Partition or to
any question of the revision
of the Northern Ireland Con-
stitution or its boundary.

Fianna Fail, on the other
hand, was free to operate
without the constitutional and
economic restraints and
impediments which Cumann
na nGaedheal had come to
regard as debts of honour

In opposition in the late
1920’s Fianna Fail behaved as
a constitutional party with
revolutionary intent. It was a
position not altogether unlike
that held by the Irish Partv
in Westminster in the great
days of Parnell when he held
together in the policy known
as the New Departure land
agitators, ex-Fenians and cob-
stitutionalists. They were in
Parliament but not quite part
of it.

Fianna Fail nationalism was
such that it allowed its mem-
bers to become in effect con-
stitutional revolutionaries

The dismantling of the
Treaty in the 1930's—with the
abolition of the Oath of
Allegiance, the ending of
appeals to the Privy Council,
the abolition of the Governor-
(Gceneral, the removal of the
Crown from the Irish Con-
stitution and the formulation
of a new constitution not
based on the 1921 Treaty and
the return of the parts—was
perhaps Fianna Fail's
greatest constitutional
achievement in office.

and nearly two hundred
acres of mixed farmland.

Mrs. Ryan remembers her
20 years of marriage with
eratitude. " They were great
times, and [ loved the excite-
ment of Martin's time in the
Dail, especially at elections
when we would have the
house full of people, always
coming and going and meals
at all hours. But its easier in
the country:. you are never
short of anything. But the
count was different. I used
to die at every count. I never
minded it later when it was
my turn. But I used to feel
sick with suspense on his
behalf."

Martin Ryan's seat was not
filled by an immediate by-
election. It remained vacant
for a whole year until the
election of 1944. "I was at
home when some of the party
members came in from New-
port and asked me if I was
prepared to go forward for
my husband's seat in the
Dail. I asked for time to
consider it, as 1 had such a
big family responsibilities
but they said I would have
to give a decision right then.
Well, I thought about it for
five minutes and made up my
mind to stand.”

The decision that Mrs.
Ryan made in those moments
was one she has never
regretted and which, in
retrospect, she is able to say
was the right one for herself,
for her family and for her
party. She took it when she
was in her middle forties,
when her youngest child was
only four and most' of the
others were still at school.

Though she had a good
help to run the farm, she
had to make the declslons.
carry the responsibility,
attend to all the details of
family and farming life and
local representation, and this
at a time when goods and
services were either scarce,
rationed or non-existent be-
cause of the War.

The physical demands
alone were enough to daunt
any but the strong, but they
did not stop _her from
punctual attendance.in Lein-
sterr House. For several
years she used to hire a car
or be driven by. trap, from
Newport to catch the. Dublin
train at Birdhill, a turf
burning train with unheated

Partition of .

By Donal
McCariney

Hlstonan and Dean of
the Arts Faculty, UCD.

The remarkable thing about
it, and which probably sur-
prised some Fianna [Fail
supporters, was that it was
all done without firing a
single shot The obvious
success of the constitutional
method had justified that
change in tactics. That
experience, together with the
challenges presented to
democracy by both the Blue-
shirts and the IR.A., con-
firmed Fianna Fail as a
fully committed constitutional
party, one that was no longer
even slightly unconstitutional
in its outlook.

Flanna Fail had succeeded
in changing the basis of
Anglo/Irish relations in the
teeth of British opposition.
Fianna Fail also pursued a
relatively successful social
and economic policy in the
1930's, especially in regard to
the land annuities and self-
efficiency. This again was
done in the teeth of British

mother of nine

and no refresh-
But that side of
political life she dismisses
as of no importance, what
mattered was being there in
the Dail, in the right place
at the right time,

Though she would never
describe herself as a poli-
tical sophisticate, she was
able to take to the role of
Dail deputy as a sailor takes
to the sea. It was almost a
natural element to her.

“] don't think I missed a
single vote in the House in
the 17 years and | was never
absent except on the few
occasions when 1 was sick,”
she says.

She is a woman with a
spring of joy in her which
made it easy to slip into the
camaraderie which develops
among colleagues and to
form new f{riendships in a
wider world than her home
village. There was a time for
kindness: “The party men
from near home were very
helpful. Dan Breen was great,
so was I'om Moylan. Gerry
Boland and Tom Derrig 1
remember as always being
especially nice.”

During her first years in
the Dail, during the 'Forties,
there were only three other
women deputies — Mrs. Red-
mond and Mrs. Reynolds of
Fine Gael and Mrs. Rice of
Fianna Fail. Though they
did not meet socially in the
Dail they always had a chat
about their families and
private interests,

Home again on Thursday
night or Friday morning, she
would be met at Birdhill and
with shopping for the chil-
dren’s clothes done in Dublin
she would slip back again
into the role of parent and
farmer. Looking back she
feels that these absences did
not affect them adversely
during their childhood; in
fact, she believes it helped
them to be self-reliant and
responsible,

Even at weekends they had
to share her time with the
local people who called on
Sundays. to have her -put
their case before this Depart-
ment or that for extras oil
for incubators or tractors, for
grants for a.water scheme or
a new shed,

Hers was a crow&ed, de-
manding life, yet 'she con.
siders that todays woman
deputy -in similar circum-

carriages
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opposition which took the
shape of an economic war.

None of this would have
been possible, however, with-
out the populist ingredient in
the party’s nationalism. For it
was an essential article of
de Valera's political creed
that the Irish people (and not
any treaty with an outside
power) were  the only
authority with the right to
determine what relation the
country would maintain with
any other nation or group of
nations.

And it was this same popu-
list creed which inspired the
belief that the land of
Ireland belonged of right to
the people of Ireland and
therefore the people should
not have to pay annuities to
Britain for their own land.

It will be noted that the
social and economic objec-
tives of ¥ianna Fail, Numbers
3, 4 and 5 above, all carried
qualifying phrases characteris-
tic of their author—"as far
as possible,” the greatest
number possible,” *“as self-
sufficent as possible,”” “a
proper balance.”

In other words, the dis-
tribution of the land, the
amount of tillage, the degree
of self-sufficiency, in short
the social and economic
systems to be aimed at for
the betterment of the country
depended on the needs and
circumstances of the time and
not on any rigid ideology. And

This leaves the two
objectives, a united Irish
Republic and the restoration
of the Irish language. At first
sight the terminology used in
both cases appears to exclude
any compromise on these
principles of Fianna Fail's
nationalism.

It is clear enough that
Fianna Fail in office in the
1930’s, and 1940's intensified
the drive to revive the Irish
l;nguage and its efforts were
rightly or wrongly concen-
trated largely on the policy
of Gaehcwmg the schools.
What is not so clear is the

pre_cise meaning of “the
reylval" or restoration of
Irish. To some, Tomas O

Deirigh, for example, Minister

.............

..................

stances to hers would fmd
it much . harder for the
reason that politics have
become more ‘complex and
the electorate more exacting.
She also -hdd to figuré more
in the public eye and has
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jfas a- matter of historical fact,

‘Fianna- Fail's policy of self.
sufficiency, -to.take only one
example, had been whittleq
down considerably 1o

before .the end of the 1930,
for Education in the 1930
and 1940’s, the aim would
appear to have been the

replacement of English by
.Irish "and as swiftly as
possible.

Mr. de Valera, on the other
hand, aimed at bilingualism
through a more gradual
policy. Both Irish and English
were in¢luded in his 1937
Constitution as the official
languages of the State.

Others, among whom wag
probably Sean Lemass, would
have been satisfied with 2
situation in which English
continued as the vernacular
while the understanding and
wider use of Irish made pro-
gress. The official revival
policy of Fianna Fail meant
different things to different
men even within the same
party.

The objective of the 32-
county republic also had to
live in a non-ideal world
where the winds of political
reality, especially the winds
from the north east, were
harsh and bitter. Despite all
the irredentist claims that
were made téo ‘“‘our historie
territory”, de Valera and
Lemass did appreciate that
special- arrangements and
compromises would have to
be made to meet the
Unionists’ position. The fact
that what de Valera had to
offer was always rejected by
the Unionists does nothing to
detract from his awareness
that honourable compromise
had to be made.

The trbuble
political party founded and

'~ led for so long by a man
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even less time {for family

life.

After losing the election
of 1961 she continued as a-

F.F. county councillor until

1969 when she retired from
active politics,. In recent

years she moved from the

family homestead,- where one
of her sons is now married,
to live with a-daughter, Mrs.
Rrigid Hannon, her hushand
and fatmly in, their tasteful
modern home on Ballysimon
Road, near Limerick,

Ag n she .has no regtets

- about the change ‘and brings

- to"“her' role . of \.gtandmother;\:~ th
. emoyment and -

Aundertanding

+*1. had five..sons. and - four

‘daughters . and..all -0f them
-are’ now married, .All of

them, with the.exception of a

son in Dublin, ﬁV? falﬂy near,-'.f

' "-'.‘:};-.'.':
rhan’s strength and grasp of
re’ality .

“Yes"i. A y e
! ;assurelyasshwhenw

aSked. to ConteSt ihe eleclfgg u‘*

of de Valera's stature is that
it may continue to reflect the
ideology of its founder long
after the period of s
relevance has passed.
Objectives and policies may
atrophy at a particular point
in the progress of national-
ism and so suffer from the
condition known as arrested
development,

It becomes difficult for
followers to shake themselves
clear of the dominating in-
fluence of the great
personality, and they can go
on insisting on his principles
and his objectives without
showing anything of his skill
in adapfing to changing cir-
cumstances, thereby doing an
injustice to the objectives of
the man they claim to
follow.

All things in history change
and because they do we may
expect that the nationalism of
the de Valera era will
recede into history or develop
Into something new. It is

inevitable if Fianna Fail is ¢@

to sqrvive as a force in Irish
politics that its objectives, as
outlined by its founder in
1926, will be re-examined in
the belief that they will open
out to further interpretations.
This, of course, would not
be an abandonment of the
objectives of 1926 but, on the
con}rary. the enriching of
their significance in the cir-
cumstances of 1976.
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around Limerick and TiP
perary, which means that l
can visit them and my 30
grandchildren often. I have 10
remember the birthdays and
anniversaries, the First Com-

munions and the Confirmd -
tions now, so 1 still have
to kee'p up a big correspol" Fai

dence, - though not \V’ th

constituénts any more.”

Rather ruefully she admits:
that  official invitations

rarely. come to her thest
days, aithough they always

did when Mr. de Valera Was - ;
the
Kennedya and the Rainiers -
when' they came to Ireland. g

dent. *In his time
invited to. meet

Jt ms ‘unhecessary to 8sK<
Mrs. ‘Ryan . about attending :

“Gol tons =t
olden’ Jubiiee- celebrt:l fimite -

Y = ¥

e... answer. is:

them to -‘say": “YGS"

on;; behalf, 2o Flanna
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IRISH PEOPLE are

ideologies

Second World

to these ideologies.

not seem to fit into

neither do
“fit"” Into

suppory
ideologies

usual European categories.

In particular, there is no
clear<ut left-right dimension

More a
' national

accustomed to Fianna Fail
ag a permanent part of the

countries have tended to
have party systems centred
around the three “classical”
of modern
Europe—liberalism, Catho-
licism and socialism, in
differing national formula-
tions. Generally, since the
War
Western European coun-
tries have been ruled by
parties or groups of parties
which correspond broadly

Irish party politics does
“this
European pattern; our par-
ties have no immediately ob-
vious class-based patterns of
their

movement

than a
, political
party

in Irish party politics. Our
paify system in general, and
particular,
seem to be mavericks in the
Western European world, so
much so that foreigners are

Fianna Fail in

sometimes  bewildered

our traditional party aligo-

ments.

r

1

torate. At th.

course, dominated . by

radical] wing of the old" pre-

@1922 Sinn Fein party,

Fein.
‘Fianna Fail has

as a “national

cross-sectional
its support in the elect
since the 1930s, |

Fianna Fail voter

CROSS-CLASS

One way of understanding
Irish party politics is to look
at the patterns of support for
Fianna Fail and of the other
large parties among the elec-
leadership
level, Fianna Fail was,

" there is a lot of evidence
which suggests that Fianna
Fail inherited much of the
organisation and personnel of

“both the pre-1926 Sinn Fein
® zud even of the pre-1922 Sinn

always
tended to characterise itself
movement ”
rather than as a political
party in the usual sense of
the term. This is partly a
result of Fianna Fa.l’'s claim
to be the true inheritor of
the mantle of the * national
front” Sinn #Fcia of 1918
1922, and partly reflects the
extraordinary  cross - class,
character of
orate

In its early years, however,
‘ support
was not quite as cross-class

as It later became. It inher-

ited a body of voters from

the Sinn. Fein phrty of 1923-

political landscape that 1926, At the 7923 general’
they sometimes forget how g%gcnﬂ‘?l‘!}ein the ¢ Republieacg
_ : : won mu

upique it i 'lsal among less than one- d of the
dominant political parties  votes, and thé votes it did

in Western democratic get tended to be concentrated
countries. in the poorerfand less urban-
:se:}i eﬁat;ts t())f: fhe country; it

. en 0 ar stronger in
' Most Western European the westerh constituencies

than in the: east and to win

a noticeably greater propor-
tion of its total number of
seats in western areas than
did Cumaiin na nGaedheal,
Statistical analysis sug-
gests that its vote was con-
centrated among the non-

urban ard the non-rich in its
early years, among the
smaller farmers, particularly
in the west, in areas that had
a land League tradition,
high emigration rates and
bad housing.

EXPANSION

The early Filanna Fail
clearly appealed to those
who felt that the existing
social order was loaded
against them, and who saw
that social order as a con-
tinuation of the British re-
gime; anti - establishment
nationalism was the common
bond between these small-
farm, farm labourer and
working-clas$ groups,

After 1926, of course,
Fianna Fail expanded dram-
atically, and added other
groups of 'western voters.
During the late 1920s and
early 1930s, for example,
Fianna Fail made successful
appeals t medium - sized
farm owners, to landless
labourers, and to the small
working class of the cities
and towns.

CONVERSION

It seems that the working-
class Fianna Fail vote, for
example, was the product of
a rather later conversion
than the original small-farm
vote for the party, In particu-
lar, de Valera's decision to
enter the Dail in 1927 was
immediately followed by a
general broadening in the
party’s popularity among the
voters.

As the party grew in size,

it continued to display a-

western, ‘“‘poor man's” im-
age while also absorbing
voters who had earlier sup-
ported Labour or the various
Farmers' Party candidates or
who had not voted at all pre-
viously, By the late 'thirties,
the farmers in general were
probably the central group in
the party’s vote,

During this period the
ideological image of the
party evolved: it was in
power, government policy be-
came markedly nationalist
and welfarist in character, it
also became eventually un-
ambiguously anti-IRA as well
as anti-fascist and the new
Constitution of 1937 symbol-
ised the dominance of
Fianna Fail over the Irish
political system,

A BIAS

The evolution of Fianna
Fail from a radical national-
ist party to an established
governing party was eventu-
ally reflected in its support
among the vaoters. In 1943,
Fianna Fail - finally lost the
distinctive “western” bias
which it had possessed up to
that date: in 1943, for the
first time, voters in the
Dublin area voted for the
party in proportion with the
national average.

The *Emergency”  of
1939-1945, and the rise of a
generation of voters who saw

‘the Treaty split as irrelevant

may have encouraged this de-
velopment of a truly cross-

Pty T HERFTLLITSSVLTIAE
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The party's vote-catching powers are unique, even by European standards

Crossing c
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Mr. de Valera in his famous black cloak which formed part of his charisma at election time.
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- clasg groupings of

sectional support for the
party of de Valera,
Since that date. both

Fianna Fail and Fine Gael
have developed into ** cross-
class” parties, with Fianna
Fail being more successful at
maintaining a ' national”
support profile in the elector-
ate than its ol? opponent:
Fine Gael lost much of its
original support and subse-
quently gained support else-
where, particularly from the
voters who had supported
Clann na Talmhan during
the 1940s. Fine Gael also
benefitted from a diverse,
pro-Coalition and anti-Fianna
Fail support after 1948,

PRESTIGE

Thus, by 1948 or so, Fianna
Fail had lost much of its
earlier pristine national-
populist character; it had de-
veloped a businessman's
wing angd appealed to middle-
a kind
which would not have been
attracted to it In previous
years. It also became the
party of government par ex-

by Dr. Tom
Garvin

Lecturer
UCD.

in Politics,

\\
O3

PR
U

cellence, and enjoyed the
added prestige that being in
government gives,

Opinion polls in recent
years have confirmed this
picture. By and large, Fianna
Fail's support in the elector-
ate disregards class lines, and
cuts right down through the
social pyramid, igporing the
class-distinctions so import-
ant in the British party sys-
tem, for example, Echoes of
the older patterns persist;
small farmers and westerners
are somewhat more likely to

support Fianna Fail than are
large farmers, for instance,

By and large, however, the
usual social distinctions have
relatively little impact on the
proportions of supporters of
the party. Fianna Fail has
also tended not to appeal to
the youth as much as it used
to, although this may be
changing again.

T'ne other two parties can-
not rival this ecl:ossless pat-
tern. Fine Gael still tends to
have disproportionately large
support in the middle and

ero in the limelight

upper-class groups, while the
Labour Party is clearly work-
ing-class ip character, and
has a particular appeal to the
youth of the cities.

Interestingly, Fianna Fail's
support among workers has
tended to be rather larger
than that of Labour.

It has been pointed out by
several writers that Fianna
Fail's vote and the votes of
the other two parties added
together are roughly equal in
size and in social back-
ground. Family tradition
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By Gerry Flanagan

ON an April- day .half a
_century ago-a *“26-year-
old veteran” of the Wal
of Independence and the
Civil War received a brief
note from' Sean Lemass
requesting him to attend a
meeting in a room which
was used as a store on the
Yop floor of*a building in
Suffolk Street, Dublin.

~ ‘The meeting — which was

held-on Good Friday, 1926—
was presided over 'by Eamon

de Valera*with Lemass-acting.

as ‘secretary, and the -young
Dublin ‘man:‘'who had earned
distinction/<.as- 2 freedom

'+ 7 . fighter;-Paddy Brennan, res

members ‘that the furnishings

s ... of the room"consisted of only

S - :'I ' ':- ‘.‘ R ¥ : .
I .Only -:seven . other  people °
.25z, attendéed 7, that .memorable

frtymeeting «— 1o establish «thie U5
.. Fianna, Fail"party—but they:

wers- all' people 5 who. had'
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pacifist, who was murdered
by a British officer in 1916,
Ben Doyle, Liam O’Doherty,
_Dr. Patrick' McCarville, P. L.
Sweeney, and: two men who
were later to become Ministers
in ‘the Fianpa Fail Govern-
ment, Tom Derrig and Gerry
Boland. ‘

Today Paddy Brennan is a
..sprightly 76-year-old retired

civil servant, A man who
never sought the limelight,
he did trojan work for the
party. and did much to pre-
pare it for victory at the polls
in the 1932 general election.

. Born of Kilkenny parents

in Dundrum, Dublin, in 1800,
he .was a member of the
Fianna Eireann scouts in
1916, He joined E Company
(de Valera’s own) 3rd Bat-
talion, ‘Dublin Brigade, in the
Gaelic League rooms in Ely
Place in October, 1916, and in
March of the following year
ke - transferred..to a newly-
formed company:in Dundrum.

In September, 1819, he was
promoted:to.the rank of First
Lieutenant:and: the following
O Ol Betyice for Fe.
-British ;Civil'|DeTyice - I0r TYés
iusihg"ﬂt%.t'ake.ian°='oath+of--alle'~

- glanee' to.' the  King, - During

ensufnz x Wir 'i, of “Indepqn-
. attacksand engagements with

* British>forces: in the -south

' # ‘County Dublin area,

Bl
v

‘dence he 100K part.in;seveéral.

After the signing of the
Treaty he was posted to the
new Irish Army GHQ in
Beggar's Bush Barracks and
and in March, 1922, he took
over Mountjoy Prison. But
after the “banned” Army con-
vention in the Mansion House
in April, 1922, he refused to
serve under the Free State,
left Mountjoy with the entire
garrison and arms and re-
turned to his own area —
Dubiln No, 2,

In the intense fighting that
followed he ¢ommanded the
capture of Rathfarnham Bar-
racks from the Free State
garrison and set up Battalion
HQ there. Later he moved
with his unit to Blessington
and was involved in several
clashes in the Wicklow and
Kildare areas.

On his return to South
Dublin he was appointed
Brigade Adjutant. He was
subsequently called to Field
Headpquarters in Ailesbury
Road where he mét Comman-
dant General Ernie O’Malley
who appoined him' Brigade
Commander at the *ripe old
age 0£.22"., |

‘In his new post he was-re-
sponsible for the routing, con-
veyance and P on : of
GHQ officers and members.of

- the: Republican government,

son
K wdo

particularly Mr. de Valera and
General Liam Lynch wheb-
ever they undertook journeys
to the country.

In 1923 he was captured and
interrogaed at Portobello
Barracks and later moved to
the hospital in Mountjoy
Prison. He joined the general
hunger strike in October 1923
and was transferred to the
Curragh. He had been fasting
for 38 days when the strike
was called off. He was released
in the general amnesty of
March, 1924,

At that meeting in Suffolk
Street two years later Paddy
Brennan seconded two
motions—one by Sean Lemass
nominating the late Liam
Pedlar as general secretary
and the other by Mr. de
Valera proposing that the
nanie of the organisation be
Fianna Fail,

After the establishment of
the party a special committee
was set up under the chair-
manship of Countess Mark-
{ievicz to organise the three
constituencies: then in the
Dublin area—North, South

.and County. Paddy Brennan

was appointed -secretary: “It
was a tremendous task and 1
had to report a?n _.pmgxl;eesrs
every Monday afernoon per-

Svly to Mr. dg Valera,” he

-
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In 1932 Mr. Brennan was
reinstated in the Civil Service
and he retired in 1966 having
held the post of secretary to
the Bureau of Military History
(1913-'21) for the last 12
yvears of his service. He was a
close personal friend of Mr. de
Valera, Mr. Sean MacEntee,
the late Mr. Oscar Traynor
and General Liam Lynch, who
was Kkilled at the end of
the Civil War,

One of a family of ten,
Paddy Brennan is a brother of
the late Col. Sean Brennan,
who had been ADC to Presi-
dent de Valera and who had
also been active in the fight
for independence. Two of his
sisters, Brid and Nellie Bren-
nan, both deceased, also
played major parts in the War
of Independence and the Civil
War and carried despamhqs.
He has threg brotherg still
living~Tom Brennan, who is
employed in the Board of
Works, Michael Brennan, and
the Rev. Martin Brennan, S.J.,
a lecturer in UCD,

Looking back to that Good
Friday in 1926, Mr, Brennan
said: “Anybody who forecast
then that Fianna Fail would
develop into the greatest poli-
tical party in -the country's
history — a-position it still
holds today—-would have beén
considered a.super-optimist.”

seems to have a lot to do
with the persistence of these
loyalties over  generations,
and it may be that the
descendants of small farmers
retain the loyalty to “Dev's”
party even though they them-
selves are townsmen,

This picture of a party sys-
tem in which the two smaller
parties have class back-
grounds while the largest is
cross - class in  character
doesn't correspond very well
to the European norm,

PARALLELS

In some ways, the “Fianna
Fail-versus-the-Rest” pattern
reminds one of the Italian
situation, with the cross-c~lass
Christian Democratic Party
dominating the system while
the class-based socialist and
rnight-wing parties form the
opposition,

However, there is no tradi.
tional clerical / anti-clerical
division in Irish society cor-
responding to that which en-
couraged the growth of the
Chnistian Democrats in Italy:
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clericalism" has
tively ‘irrelevant.

A more intriguing paréllél-

is{ afforded by the Scandif-
avian countries, in particular.

those - Scandinavian countries
—jJceland, Norway and- Fin-
land—which have had an ex-
perience of foreign domina-
tion. In all of these three
countries the national inde-
pendence movement tended
to: be associated with parties
which were originally rural
rather than urban in charac-
ter and which tended to
emphasise national revival
and independence as prime
political values.

While not overdrawing the
parallel, it is true that
national-populist values are a
common feature of countries
going through a post-colonial
phase, and Irish politics have
tended- similarly to have a
certain populist and almost
anti-ideological
cause of the overriding im-
portance of issues connected
with national independence,

!

The Irish party system has,
perhaps, outlived the original
issues -that formed it. Ia
this, it has certain similari
ties to the American party
system, the main lines of
which were laid down, like
oijlrs, by a civil war,

PRAGMATIC

In Western Europe, by way
of contrast, clear ideological
distinctions persist between
the parties in many coun-
tries, partly because of the
classical character of the
original ideological disputes
which prompted their formas
tion. Governments’ policies
have tended to reflect these

political divisions.

In Ireland, however, ideo-

logical differences between
Fianna Fail - and Coalition
governments have
rather minor and Irish polis
tical debate has become over-
whelmingly pragmatic in
quality, That this is so is
partly a result of the very
success of Fianna Fail in
resolving the national ques-
tion, at least as far as the
twenty-six county area was
concerned.

"That very success has,
ironically, tended to encour-
age some people in the State
to forget that . these issues
were once of enormous im-
portance and that issues of a
similar Kind persist in the
North to the present day,

THE FUTURE

. What of the future? In
f‘l‘eland, the performance of a
yarty in government  has
tended to be crucial in decid-
ing future voter support or
opposition to that™ party.
There is an old aphorism
that opposition parties don't
win elections, governments
lose them.

{ This was certainly true in
1932 of Cumann na nGaedh-
éal, and possibly true _of
Fianna Fail in 1948, and of
the Coalitions in 1951 and
1957,

i

' It probably was not true of
Fianna Fail in 1973, when
the party's defeat was a very
close-run thing. However, it
could be true in the next
election; it is probable that
the next election will be
fought on the attractiveness
or lack of it of the Coalition
rather than on the merits of
a Fianna Fail alternative,

i This Coalition has done
better than previous ones in
holding together and has not
in many
policy areas, It is not invul-
nerable, but Fianpa Fail may
have its toughest election
ever in front of it in the next
year or two,
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Dev and

NEARLY everyone who has
written or talked about
Irish neutrality during the
Second World War agrees
that de Valera's conduct of
that policy was not simply
successful. It also provided

what might be described as -

a text book classic in the
art of maintaining a
successful neutral position.
This involved not only
keeping out of the war,
but also Kkeeping one’s
friends, and making no
new enemies in the pro-
Ccess.

It was certainly during
these years that de Valera
established himself as a most
effective practitioner on the
stage of international politics.
True, he had talked at length,
and secured passing attention
at the League of Nations in
Geneva as President of the
Council and also as President
of the Assembly.

But fine words do not al-
ways shape a policy; and
there is no doubt that the
mastery and efficiency of his

Other neutral countries had

Steering the nation throygh the war years i

July

ho:st the Tricolour on Spike Island. With Mr. de Valero w ere Frank Aiken, Dr.

neutrality long before the war

\

course, take place and by the

The next crisis then arose

11, 1938, Mr. de Valera as Taoiseach took over the ports from the British. Picture shows the party arriving to
Ryan, Oscar Traynor, Maj.-Gen. M.

Brennan, Chief of Staff, Mr. Hugo Flynn, the late Col. Sean Brennan, Lieut. (now Major} Vivion de Valera In the

services.

—_—_

.
T e —

:tamly of no use to .the- Ger-
- man.: High Command, byt

de Valera could hardly be sure
of this as long as the:’
lasted amd as long as theu-

- presence could be used as a

pretext - for intervention . by
the ‘British and subsequently
the Amenicans. -

No one really knew or
knows what were the instrye-
tions given to Sean Russel]
before his fatal journey to
Ireland in August 1940. No
one at that stage knew very
much about the activities of
Frank Ryan in Berlin. Indact
he had been dropped and was
to die in June 1944,

But some German plotting
was taking place and this dig
not entlrely escape the attep-
tion of the British Secret Ser-
vice. Meanwhile occasional
vicious encounters took place
hetween the police and the
IRA. Charlie Kerins, George
Plant and others were
executed.

"The German plotting took
the form of a plan to drop
three or four officers ip
Ireland—equipped with some
guns and munition, but more

Again de Valera could npot

Joe Groome, his name is synonymous with the party. diplomatic art reached its foreground are Kevin Boland and Eoin Ryan. especially a wireless trans-

' summit between 1938 and mitter and money. At one

. 1932' Valera (and Ireland) playing the detail and varying destroyed and the Irish gold both exercised considerable ance of this fact, indicating all fﬁﬁgsovif-o; hu:dmsjpescﬂ?ft
' o . erelcontroniadl withieermin methade ~—nlgyed in the pur- reserve was flown from influence over the shaping of over again the absence of full trained sabotage regim ’;
special difficulties in the pur- suit of policy, _ Dublin to Foynes. The ex- British policy towards Ireland co-operation betwgenlanusll were envisaged but ?llg‘th:'s)e

| u VV ar suit of their neutral policy. Ve Vaiern nad decided on pected 1nvasion did not, of throughout the war. and American intelligence Notions!  woreJabatids
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of the
Organisation

their problems too, and the
European states chiefly in-
volved included Spain, Portu-
gal, Turkey, Sweden and Swit-
zerland. Sweden was particu-.
larly exposed 10 pressures
from a number of fronts: the
Russians and the Germans —
both neighbours — also the
western powers from more

began, and in 1938 he gave no
guarantee to Neville Chamber-
lain that in return for the
hamding over of the ports he
would enter any forthcoming
war as an ally of Britain.

He did not expressly rule
out such a policy in the event
of unification of the whole
island, But again, he did not

autumn the Immediate threat
from the German side ap-
peared to have passed,

On November §5, 1940,
Winston Churchill delivered
himself of a sharp attack on
Irish neutrality in a speech
during a House of Comunons
debate; and from this time
nnward de Valera's worries

during the Christmas season
of 1940-'41 when the Germans
sought permission 10 appoini
military attaches to the Ger-
man legation in  Dublin
De Valera feared that 1f this
proposal were to he accepled
the British Government would
regard it as confirmation of
the general propagandist

Meanwhile from 1941 the
war continued remorselessly
in Kurope, and @ major turn-
ing point was provided by the
entry of the US into hostili-
ties 1n December. It was at
this point that the British re-
sumed their pressure on the
Irish Government,

ha_ve been sure of what was
going on or of what was not,

Between the end of 1941
and 1945, some scheming con-
tinued in Ireland, and here it
was that some army officers
were involved. General
(’Duffy offered to organise a
group of greenshirts to be

distant fronts. Spain and Swit. s;teclfxgan);hc?‘mmn hxmselfl— were‘nfte.n to centre around thesis that Ireland was bo.mg Churchi!l sent a celebrated sent to the Russian front. He
zerland were open to West- even though he was Lo 1mply Brntish rather than German used as a base for espionage telegram to de ~ alera on also tried to establish lines

: ‘ that the abolition of Partition policy. directed against Britain. He b 5 I; of communication ith
ern pressures quite apart from might change his and fellow nd the Seeretary of the De. December 8 cal ing upon b i ca L
those of ltaly and Germany. southern Irish attitudes The U-boat war was now a - “Orange and Green"” to unite nationally mirded ™ circles

But Sweden had a strong
army aod from an economic—
as well as a military viewpoint

Most of the European powers
were convinced that Ireland,
in the long run, could not re-

growing i1ntense;, and the fall
of France and the use of
French and Norwegian bases

partment of Foreign Affairs,
Walshe. en-
impress on

Joseph P.
deavoured to
Hempel the dangers involved

In common resistance to Ger-
man tyranny throughout the
world. He demanded that im-

—including the remnants of
the TRA. Agent provocateurs,
informers and double agents

— was In airly safe - : : _ ital mediate conversations be also lurked here and there,

' position. o British forces were involved. threat 0 Britsh interests. | (o7 German and for Insh gpeed bewween the twa From 1943 to 1945 j

: Switzerland was a much ot ai . A Hitler's “Sea-Lion™ ) interests. _ countries. Maffey was m to sporadic

: Certainly such was the initial tler's "Sea-Lion" opera ) , , . efforts were made by the
' ; . stronger — power than her  aeumption of the German and  tion got underway during Military attaches might well —instructed  to  seek an 4 O "d the Britisk

3 By GENE McKENNA cove, where the life is “ much numerical numbers might io- Malian ministers in Doblin: i thoke monihs He agreediwith provide the British with & ymmediate interview with e lrela a4t r: sh to

. quieter after the hurly-burly dicate. Anyhow she had her was also assumed that lreland his naval Commander-in-Chief final argument })n favour o‘r the Taoiseach himself. On A e :tn tha(t) lgrtleerstatghee

FOR AS LONG as he can of the city centre for so long. Alps. Turkey remained neu- would emter as a result of fhatEtheloceunaton of relsnd occupying the 26 Counties. Christmas Eve, de Valera re- This pressure culminated 1n
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remember, Joe Groome's
‘heart and home have both
been at the service of the

the party machinq: was built

He can recall the good

LR.A. hig resolve having been
strengthened. by all he had

fwo paces forward. 1 did so.”

--aé‘Joe Groome ‘wag “on -the

Joe feels Fianna Fail has
bene very fortunate in the
three leaders — Eamon de
Valera, Sean Lemass and Jack

were blessed with an outstand-

from first moment he met

versary.’
Joe also had the h1°hes1

.doing even more. It made me
feel very humble.

side of affairs, like Sean

the trms trial and subseqtient -

party has played an invalu-

tral as long as she wanted to
do so, and this required some
skill in diplomatic posture and
contrivance, But she was to

trality was never for her a

PRINCIPLE

ments and_the menaces from
former allies in Berlin and

Carroll and Nicholas Man-
sergh., Some of the actors

man policy and its relations

British economic and mil-
tary pressure, if British vitai
interests were ever invoked to
secure the return of the ports

viewed as potentially threat-

feared a British more than u

There were a number of

pelled to make a firm choice
as to which side she would

cerned his sympathy would

code. At Jeast he appeared to

hy German forces could con-
tribute to the conclusion of a
successful war. But the dis-
tances saparating Ireland

tton with Irnsh forces in an

cerned to keep Britain out of

The Germans continued 10
press on this matter artd 1t
was only finally dropped in
February of that year.

their legation. In practice such

ity. But on December 24 of

one other very thorny prob-

leadihg proponent of the

against neutrality. A similar

RADIO

ceived Maffey in his dressing
gown at his home in Cross
Avenue. The Taoiseach was al-
most convinced that this was

sound the alarm for the lrish
have been

abjective would

De Valera temporised, gained
time, and with the passage of

tic development inside
Ireland and in particular of

from one part of the coun-

Goertz had refnained i

the celebrated *‘ultimatum”
1ssued by the British and the
American governments — in
separate notes. This so-called

o Flanna_ Fall. Party. And L);.nlc-h-—which it has had. abandon neutrality anfl suc- in the event of a major from German bases was far In theory the Germans a prelude to active British in- ultimatum ld to nothing—
; now, even in his_ retire- courg ‘igyth OI‘:I‘(?SltDr'l’ 71;&1‘3: cumb 1o economic pressure of  thragt 1o British  naval too great to offer any secure would have been entitled 1n lervention. and it was to a large extent
ment years, his feelings for {07355 1 (PT THost TAPOTTENS ;’;eqﬁg;‘e;sagdS“Xfesé‘”;]nerpoxgl’f supplies prospects  for  an  ipvading :n;lcfmauonal :]aw = ila;etu His policy was 1o receive  the brainchild of Rooserel

: ' its i . 1 SaYS- § . : : o ‘ attached to .
% the. partY, its ldeals and three of these great leaders Three powers could I farce. military attache } Maffev. hear what he said, and of his cousin, Gra)'- the

Amernican Ambassador. It was

X As the Golden Jubilee is cele- '!;:ITI e _\:lrasJ a "?."‘;" in a German invasion. In fact he  attack on the British as long 1940 alert notices were issued “‘:‘, tl" defend d‘"}"“ ,‘l‘)‘l"i“:)")’- RANCOUR

Y brated, he is one of the men e wa T aver _doubt Spain 1o yielded gradu-  feared at different times in-  as de Valera's consent to such  to the Irish Army directed WGV WaS ARCE SIS ut

{ who can look back with pride ! we Will ever see his like ally after 1943 — though  vasion from both those wolicy was not given. chiefly against the landing of 10 show the preparedness of It almost look ¢

) again. We were hoping h ' istori ol e ~ his Governmem 10 shed blood oo

on his contribution in helping would be :livee fo t(;)pm,., N Franco showed historic great- powers apd, to a lesser ex- From November 1940, there- British attaches at Rineanna. insd fence of Irish S " thv American policy was being
the party reach this landmartk. roHms ann ness In resisung the allure- tent, invasion from the US. fore, the Taoiseach was con- At this time, too, there was e pculizlily. formed by the personal

rancour of Roosevelt and his

Americans for alieged war
crimes. This he refused to do.

3 ﬁﬁmgggpfgge glfu;;n’i et,:‘e =% He recal!sh with fondness ) .u6 4150 touched upon the  support. the South and at the same  lem which gave rise to del- the 1RA. This organisation .
2 13 - He remembers wesll ethsé £y men on the organisational relationship of Irish policy to Indeed, 1t was one of time to reassure the Germans cate negotiations between represented no serious threat Such was the pubiic role. In

de Valera's co-operation with

erseas critics with gifts, the
(r()hsion of which remain

policies are stronger than rinciple: 1t was only a tem- ‘R : ' the : .
ever. ing form of moral couraze  porary means insh ‘meutrality:  Germans.  THREE  VISITS tpecire of ammediate Briush ~ Army and direct the various  Quile clear that this parti i@
: : and this has stood to the party Britain and. eventually. the intervention. and it was from divisions to the North with lar Initiative came from the
; Since its formative times, In a big way. United States - In any event. Hitler eventu- the  British side that d view to defending the fron- Americans  and  not  the
v he has been one of the organi- Mr. de Valera. he says, was Many years after 1945  ally decided that there would de Valera came now to fear ter from British invading British.
o sational bulwarks on which a man who i1mpressed him de Valera stated he had hé no queshon of cullabora- the violation of lrish peutra- forces. In such an event the

pasd
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i & -_ “ » s e the powers chiefly concerned. de Valera's outstanding gifts that on no account would he German diplomats and the to the stability of the State. secret, however, he was 10
?riog-gttgg i%ﬁogb:)dovgl millf Io,,ff,“%fﬁﬁhé‘,ftam Pgdgfksand T‘?Pese actor: include as a Statesman that he man- enter the war against Irish legders. It concerned Bu@ there was a-lway; two authorise some concessions of ;
g o ‘was to allow him carry on an  glowing termys' anof Oscln Churchill, Gray, Sumner  aged to convince the three  Germany. Churchill mean- the use in the German lega-  major dangers of which de  advantage to the allicd troops ¥
uninterrupted assocaition with Traynor — a “truly e‘;{ Wells, Anthony Eden, Mal main  parties: Hitler.  while was in favour of apply- tion of a wireless transmitter Valera had to take based in Northern Ireland Al B
the Fianan Fail party lasting man'. &r colm MacDonald and indir- Churchill and, 10 a lesser ex- ing maximum  economic which, since the beginning of constant account: one was that an earlier staze he h:ﬂ :
§ 38 to the present day. And he remembers the fact ectly Franklin D. Roosevelt. tent, Roosevelt, that he would préssure on the Irish Govern- the war, had occasionally been the British would use IRA ac- authorised for several )ears 3
g ¥ Thé orders from the LR.A. that; despite all thes troub?gd Lord Longfod and T P resist aggression from what- ment with a view to securing operated for the purpose of Uvity 1o justify the long- the holding of informal con §
£ officer which induced Joe to times they went through, O'Neill have given their ver- its entry into the war. passing oo to Berlin weather feared . intervention; the yersations between the Irish g
hand in his Webley were there was always “a great sion of de Valera's l?e'haviour. It is easy now, looking back reports, which were or second was that the Germans Chief of Staff and 2 Fritish
.' dellvered in the Hardwicke sense’ of humour” among as he saw i, in their on the story, to assume that could be of relevance to ship- would make overtures to the officer, General Frunkiyn, and
Hall in 1927. “The orders party members, - interspersed authorised biography. The DANGERS as Britain in fact survived the ping in  the  Atlantic IRA and then open negotia- also with Biggs-Eliis 5
‘were to shoot jurors on their with the hard work. “Men like German papers cover the war without the use of the approaches. tions with them and other dis- I n hese s P
WY to jury -service in the Sean Moylan and Bill Quirke actions apd. motives of ever side it first came. ports there never was reason De Valera feared. too, that contentedd nationally mingled ¢ions h?(;s VOT :)::bf fu\‘t))l}::hé(‘i 2
courts,”. he said. “The officer  were wonderful characters”  Hempel, Minister in Dublin, The leaders and their agents  for great anxiety on that  any development of this kind  circles. they mi gte!l.\ o et muted ;
,%gked tha.tanyone who objec- heMsays ‘ ?\f th;;)en-trop. and of Hitler were agreed on one point: that :isue.f botr;:et d:a\‘;sler?’??:: goiuldh bg e&mloyed by t!;e Meanwhile the mysterious ' 'breacilzx Of’avfwﬁ:rd,‘ law 5
1mselt. ; & - erefore tha ¢ ritish in eir propagar —— . : ' &
40 thei gsdery shosld tak o Sropms  coneedes it Others include the spy in e sonal achievement was by no propagartia spy”, Captain Goertz, went Hempel suspected that
He recalls, too, the first crisis for Fianpna Fail had an chief himsel{—Vesenmayer — naturally lie with the “demo- means as impressive as 1t situation arose in Switzerland 4
méeﬁings in Dublin to set up  affect on. the party. “It was aod his associate Helmut  cratic” powers. At the same  mMmight have appeared to be.  und in Bulgaria, where the krgus(:mméugg’ner{ f&om tgne f;g:‘;t Gwas "‘“h d"“c‘g _
the” ‘Flanna Fail oganisation. bouhd to have some affect on Clissman (now permanently time he managed to convince It is true that the British British diplomats used trans- ursued bv th ? he St rath érmany; bul ",, " :
““There. was tremendous en- us byt- we will recover,” he ensconced in Dublin). Eano them all that irrespective of themselves were deeply mitters for similar purposes— Eud o y tfhns police th erEdeSIgned to pn\f‘n ;
'thuslasm':all- round;” he said. says, <onfidently. *- Stephan from Germany has his private views he would . divided on the 1ssue as to directed against German - aryet}; (; be x:;as even- ge : nglish  from ol\ef ‘
- #“The smeetings "were packed And he is also in no doukit  written a book “Spies- in  abide by the fundamental  Whether they should invade  jinterests. SR rity )}omgs bon Ngv “f) se(;‘; [bd z;dmg e pot;cat
:and-theére was a great spirit of  'about the future well-being of . Ireland” and this i$ useful in  rules of neutrality as laid  Ireland or not 1941 ember le 10 some extent I]t ;
-endeayour about everybody ” Fianna Fail.. “I think the * throwing some light on Ger- down by the international The Prime Minister was the ey was to embarrass his

T et Tt T el
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‘party’s organisational .com-  able part in the development  with the IRA, Major Goertz  observe that code in general.  policy of “the carrot and the sporadic contact l

.mitteefrom 1928 and was the of our country over the and lesser known agents of if not always in every par- stick”, and the prospects of B had : azd the Counsello‘::l g? Sﬁ"c‘;’éi- gzdis]closed and  therefore £
: - committee chairman for many  years,’ he says. “There has the German Intelligence ticular case. ending Partition had been cau- oo:et “;asa n‘z‘t‘s 82"‘:“:‘;9 ::: ?ﬁg man Legation, Herr Thomsen. rmless. i
% yem;,» until - he began his 30- never been any change in the Services. What then were the danger tiously dangled during Mal- gander. The wireless issue Goertz never achieved any- t'l‘he final episode in the
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v yedr:sting ag the party’s hon.
ety ’mry
i 2 gvﬂe:»bnly“relmquished this

stion within, the past-couple
.23331'8 and %: ‘NOwW, inﬂhfls
5o ,'yeqr.,an norary. vice-
Tesident . ‘of>Fianna Fail,

"?‘ Tbé‘fam:lly ‘hotel :at Caven-
“‘Row. . which'> has: been
oniefs]noe“the‘ ‘family
eafrfrom the‘Noﬁhw wm

i‘ .‘Iﬂ'm an: automaﬂc me'etng

and s mother. .

an*umxﬂdali' ]
own'-." people in««.Ftanna ‘Fail are

""«_..men‘

party’s ideals and objectives
and these still stand.

“I a mvery confident that
the party will continue to
develop along the lines it has
‘been pursuing since it was
formed,” he says. “Any
organisation must get its lead
from the men at the top. We
have always got good leader-
ship- and: this ig what has
.stood -to-us.

the _same: ‘way,  .young

geﬂlng this example from the

That book tells a Tot about
the problems facing de Valera
and the internal front with
which he had to contend in
steering Ireland through some
of the rougher waters of
neutrality.

Anything worthwhile know.
ing about de Valera's policy
is probably now available to
historians. At least the evi-
dence concerning British, Ger-

who ' wish to write about this
topic. And of course we DOwW
have — for what they are

points? Well, the first nine
months of the “phony” war
passed by with no serious in-
cident and Irish neutralily
appeared to be of little conse-
quence to the warring states.

The first crisis arose after
the involvement of Belgium,
Holland and France on May
10, 1940. Some alarm was
shown in Dublin in the fol-
lowing weeks during which it

vade Ireland as part of a gen-
eral invasion of the British
isles.

colm MacDonald's three fruit-
less visits during the May-
June crisis,

Other ministers, particularly
Labour, Agriculture, as well as
the War Office, saw certain
advantages in Irish neutrality
—in terms of the steady flow
of immigrant labour into war
industries as well as to re-
cruitment in the  Biitish

were almost unchallengeable
during those months.

cropped up intermittently be-
tween 1940-1942. Hempel used
the instrument sparingly, but
the Irish Governm-rt kept on
remembering 1. Hempel
finally agreed under the direc-
tion of J. P. Walshe and F. H.
Boland, to hand the offending
transmitter over to the cus-
tady of the Munster and Lein-
ster Bank where it remained

it congtituted one of the
arguments employed by the
Americans when they and the

thing of real significance. But
he did succeed in entering
into some kind of conversa-
tions with a few senior offi-
cers of the Irish- Army. It was
the potential danger of his
actions which worried
de Valera and his advisors.

All this fomlgn policy has
to be viewed in the context of

holme policy — and this in-

itself possessed little power.
ln normal vypeacetime cir-

cumstances it had presented

history of Irish neutrahty in

e Second World War 1S
aimost too well-known to bear
repitition. It concerned the
exchange between de Valera
and Churchill on May $ and
May 13, 1945; and it was
receded by the Irish leader's
visit to Hempel anp the
expression of hts candolences

th the German Minister o0

on the very day when
other States were pulling
them -down, This shocked all

at: the: top.’!s headded..  worth — the records of the Secret talks of what proved Two diplomats played a dis- : litthe threat—even du th hiS - ady o ey
Plicd’ forfr.D 'sand” arty 4 He - 3 , ] ature  tinctive role in facilitating  British sent separate notes of f0 during the visers - an «
p 8“8 thex.a Northérn. proceedings of the Irish cabi to be a non<commital natur de Valera's policy and in as protest to the Inish Govern- bombing campaign of 1938-3. depneoated the lack of

orters u‘kvemng “h
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prudence in appearing to have, .

3 ""'“m!\ ather . .
ti"’“ t k:for £620"=..  “Example is very important  man, American and Vatican  looked as if at any point the 2‘(’)‘::& aBs":mf:; ?:;ligcyoﬁgg f"fn:ihse i:se\ﬁ ‘:v‘a:h& e raiseq  Cluded the problem of the ¢ eol-lyp $e of his counm-'
,,turn,of the, - foraa .chdld from his parent. activities is there for those  Germans could and would.in- Churchill's repute and will again in February 1944 and IRA. That organisation by De Valera was hoisting his  §

“be. 5t iTodon't:. opened for inspection in the  the Irish and British govern-  suaging Churchill — John  ment shortly before the Nor-  Captain Goertz in an early me: the - -
ot phory i fthlnk”a 301“3011' b be:found:ic (snt’ate Paper Om ments and between represen-  Dulanty, the Irish High  mandy invasion, burst of optimism informed Sing. S%? %%?ﬁ‘?mﬁ; done i:-"'
M L. ‘An my:life:tme b “t 1%;;38‘ idns..  Itdooks as if those cabinet  tatives of the British army in  Commissioner in London and The British knew that the  his German superiors that the ‘“ﬂ\ Christian _dignity.
thred’years " evitable t'l,xat “}’ will* fappen™ apers throw very little new  the North ami a few Irish Sir John Maffey, the British  wireless had been handed over  active amountéd to at  world's, memory” is short an&
-wife, some day,” he. 88{8 “Lould: ; light on the major issues of  officers in the South. special  representative jn  to the Irish Government; sur-  least 8000. By November this wasa ﬁtt?ng end to that
and i moved- certainly> dle”a"happy. mau 4f " neutrat policy — though they Contingency plans were  Dublin’ prisingly, the ‘Americans were 1941, nearly all his illusions particular< . .period bf{
home at Sandy- I saw the end of partition”, may be most valuable in dis-  drafted, many archives were Both trusted de Valera and  allowal to remain in ignor-  had vanished. They were cer- e valem‘g ca;vl,-’:r =%

& times and the times of admiration fo , especially dangerous points in s , ambassador. Gray indeed was H
! trouble, the elations and the  “Ho was & man of endiess en Ry hCTOre Uhe {urning of - the story wiucl, if fhey had me ChArchills Guberinl  extcemely fertle b §
crises, the triumphs and he  thusiasm and energy,” he said. 1h8t}1 “ond fa:our W R e O A L e L ) nothing  specific  emerged ~ SonSant schemes for forang g
tragedies which have marked “He was a great picker of we; trxt'n a;w easdern pOSalers. h;vedcausec.l nelutrahty tor'be FCamIRiRlE heelidimericas Bt de Valera's hand. On one 3
H : the half-century of achieve- men and would never ask 0 uga. un‘ er azar abandoned and Ireland to find - no one could be certain at accasion he §dnsed that two 3
ment, tinged with disappoint- anybody to do anything he pl.d.\.:(-‘d‘ its neutral game with herself a battle centre after that time that the ecrisis American ships shoull enter gF;
i ment. | wouldn't do himself " el::%g'ty ;ﬁghsﬁ'lév{)cuéor'ﬂ; al(:;v'l;here k:’?'"t“’ other e:ima”" by Desmond merely sprang from the emo. . Queenstown™: one full of &
é JOe Groome came from a LOOking back on t.he early ?act th?-'re were othree 51.3163 ;zra}ﬁys uw llﬁ]a ‘:;‘::::‘n Q::lt:‘\:} nons of the British leader. So food. and the.?tht:r, fll.” ol ;i
1§ strong  Republican  back-  years of Fianna Fail, Joe G o Wl BIEE T INd then were obliged 10 be. shie much depended on the whims ~ (FOPPS. AT this was: sheet  f
s ground and that has had an  says: “The amount of work _ B el a CO R WEEC U pE U R wllhams folly, almost infantile. hut 1t
W enormous influence on his which was put into the or- gard as a matier of principle come involved: as for exann was, nonetheless. dan.erous.

‘ ‘life, His father, also named ganisattion of the party all i;s \geltlhas\tz)f practice: S]mllze; ple.kNomaﬁ.lpe:’gmm, Den- } , £ Mod : Aft S
Joe—was imbued with. a Re- .around the country was tre- and, the Vatican and Irelan mark and Holland. _ Professor of Modern MYSTERY ‘SPY' | After  the  .\orinand

. -under de Valera. The Irish A major difference between . ) invasion of June, 1944, the
¢ 14 publican outlook which the ~ mendous. I travelled a good blem was at least {  the lIrish and the other cases . History, UCD. alli 4 with vet
h & young Joe took up as early deal in helping to organise. pro t‘Mem wasfra tg.eas t;s glt'ﬁa [ e lris thanf ctct*r?t ("-tl?e. ; and caprices of a few men y n et'z were 10 mect Wi et
i as his tenth year when he ! otfén thought 1 was doing {0 OS¢ COMTFORTRE the OeT ¥ & 08 oe o wer blocw Throughout this whole  Taciseach. He was asked 10
§ 1 Jomed Fianna Eireann. great work untll 1 would tw%h . . . d'd .ef 0 md%():' p(;) i 3 5 period the policy of the Irish r1aolseacn. He was as uld

e +As soon as he was old .com¢ agross people in remote g ris stm'yf as en 1 Lml'act vnlqa e. f(\i Ia e]ra(.; i Government. has to. be unde;r- ;eassure them that ht“ wou

enough to do so, he joined the  Parts of the country who were told by a number of writers—  neutralist poiicy and irelan , d in th _ ._ and ~over all Germans
including in particular Joseph therefore was never com- | stood in the context of domes wanted by the Brifish or the
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THERE IS A very simple
view of Irish economic policy
since the foundation of the
State which goes somewhat
as follows, For the f{first
eleven years, the William T.
Cosgrave era, the idea was to
foster agpiculture since that
inHustry employed the great
majority of the people and to
go alongside it a very
restricted protectionist policy
for Irish manufactures.

In 1932 Fianna Fail came
to power in the middle of a
world-wide recession on a
full blown policy for indus-
try involving high tariffs to
preserve the home market for
the products of Irish
factories. This continued
until 1958 even though two
Coaliion governments inter-
vened for six out of the
twenty-six years.

Then the late Sean I.emass,
probably under the influence
nf Dr. Kenneth Whituker,
changed tracks towards an
open economy in which
industry would essentially
rest on exports and the home
market would be thrown
open to the world. No doubt
forward thinking towards
joining the E.E.C. was part
of the plan and it was
preceded by the Anglo-Irish
Free Trade Agreement.

By the early ’seventies the
open economy was fairly
established and we are
currently in the last toroes of
abandoning the “Ourselves
Alone” outlook. ‘Inevitably,
this is a contributing factor
to our current ecomomic
difficulties.

Fianna Fail had started
with the Arthur Griffith
approach to ectonomic ideas
and these wére the early
inspiration of the economico-
political attitudes of the
party, They reflected tradi-
tional ideas of its leader,
Eamon de Valena. The doctrin
was "~ accepted. by a Dbare
majority of the people that
with a State of our own we
could do for ourselves any-
thing that cutsiders could do
and were then doing for us.

This kind of inverted
Jingoism tallied with the
moods of the last great
depression and was widely
veflected in ettitudes in other
countries. _

The Second World War
brought radical changes. The
hardships endured quietly by
the people in the six or seven
years of that conflict were to
an extent instigated by the
preparatory work of the
Fianna- Fail governments
between 1932 and 1939. In
some respects, for example,
the use of mnative fuel this
velatively short period bad
produced remarkable resuits
which sustained the war
economy forced upon the
otate, .

But the emergency period
many questions as to

what indeed Irish economic
blans should be. The after-
math of the struggle In
Europe and; the coming of

Ametican ‘global help through ,.a&-
the Marshall-zplan together+”

with the application of
Keynsian monetary theories
brought the country into a
Tew era,

JUDGMENTS

The point has to be made,
for better or for worse, that
the existence of Fianna Fail
governments over 38 out of
the past 55 years has meant -
that economie judgments on
the Irish State are basically
judgments on 4the: party.
There is no.clear record, not
even for’ 1973, that alter-

- native xovernments meant

native policies. .
The processes: of economic
that theyin the small degree
were apparent were
almost unifoaa?m for . all
-governments and' the small
‘Gifferences were .on  -the
emphasls givén. -tor internal
iactors. such "as many".
_'should " be built" or’”

plagted, 1 Qp.
rawe ".than

mdlmlly ~the" line;
tof ag&ryoach_oveg 1he vrhole

Pl e
l\

";?'::s ”*Heﬂce thera is’ lhe,comon
:"‘.‘ Nnﬁcal jm M;:;’Fdangai‘% -
- Eail ;luweededi%%ﬁﬁ{;hom]n\g

roads'

titles. of , the Ac

- Welfare - Acts, 19
“the. Unempaoyment
Acts,1933-1968, 5o see |, that
i gbepaa'ty ;justifies this’ trust.

smilne s currentﬁconh'overaies
] on abuge

SYMBOLS OF ACHIEVEMENT. Left: [rish Shipping, centre; the cement plant at Drogheda, and right, an Aer Lingus Jumbo jet.

ectionism t

or not there were jobs at

. home.

To deay this is the same as
denying that the oil crisis
did not precipitate current
economic problems even
though it was not the sole
cause. Equally whatever
economic planming is done
for the State we are a
potentially emigrating people
and can scarcely hope to hold
on always to our full gwwth
of population.

Economic difficulties and
massive emigration brought
down the second Coalition
government. Their regime
saw streets of newly-built
corporation houses in Dublin
empty - because the workers
for whom they were built
were in Loidon, Birmingham,
Coventry or elsewhere.

Even today the question is
asked why the change In
government in 1957 back to
Fianna Fail suddenly
reversed that extraordinary
situation? That a remarkable
change took place is there on
the record and would be well
worth a fuller study. On the
surface it appeared that the
Coalition Government had no

money and therefore no
spending power and ils
successor, the new Fianna

Fail Government had and
used them both immediately.

This raises the question
whether the original policy
of 1932 of building up Irish
home-owned industry aud
capital had in fact been more
successful than it appeared to
have been? Had it created a
merchant manufacturing
middle class sufficiently
interested in their chances in
the country to react -quickly
to favourable government
policies?

It had provided substantial

employment in small indus
tries, quite a number of which
survived to become large.
Even so the party’s architect
of policy, Sean Lemass,
changed his ground. He
removed the restrictions on
capital investment from
abroad and built up the
@ttractions for foreign com-

For those 1

IN RELATION to thbse out
of work and to the educational
and health changes brought
about by the new conditions
of the 'fifties and 'sixties, the

Fianna Fail record is quite.

outstanding, This is seen
particularly against  the
party’s philosopky .of the
balanced budget.

Yet it was in these two
decades that the ful pro-
gramme of capital. develop-
ment was brought forward
and here the philosophy ad-

- mitted, indeed required, ex-

tensive borrowing for capital
purposes. The essential dif-
ference, between then and

" now, often echoed by speakers

such as Mr. George Colley, is
that when discretion as to
borrowing is thrown over-
board in order to finance:the
current budget, then all credi-
bility as to the base for a

- sound capital budget is lost

The mote extravagant we
appear in our day to day
operations, the less the coun-
try-will be trusted as worthy
of support in the long4erm
objectives. Certainly this is a
hiuman reaction; the” present
coalition Government, after
three,years, Las proved it to
be an “economic one. :

. The Fianna Fail party, Do
doubt. will = come under

dincreasing attack because of
. alleged negligence  of the

social welfare sikle. Yet -no-
thing would be more unjust.
Part-of its -attraction to the
-electomte ‘in-the 'thirties:and
again in the post-war-era was

that it-was trusted to main-

¢ain:-a fair balance of State

'lunds for those in: ‘need.

~20ne:hi@s only. tolook at:the
£ the’'Social

1968:-and
‘Assistance .

l\q

£:¢he operation.
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panies to come in and use
Ireland as an export bdse. He
prepared the ground for the
full open economy and
ultimate accession to the
E.E.C.

RESOURCES

Lemass ‘experienced little
or no opposition to this
change of direction 1n
economic policy. The great
majority of the people,
including the much criticised
industrialists, welcomed il
and whatever meagre capital
was in native hands was left
to fend for itself.

This mdy be the most
significant aspect of the
change. Except in very
special cases. such as the
discovery of rich mineral and
oil resources, it takes more
than one generation to build
up a capital base in any
country.

Ireland had nothing of this
kind to boast of in 1920
(outside of her land) and by
1950 or 1960 its growth was
quite small. Even now in the
'seventies any measurement
of private capital gives an
insignificant figure in rela-
tion to what the country
requires. The absence of a
capital base means an
absence of the corresponding
colass structures which pro-
duce native investment and
entrepreneurial skills,

It would be quite foolish
to delude ourselves any more
on this point and the society
we are opting for is equality
at a low level of opulence
requiring taxation at high
rates right across all the
people like the Italians, only
more SO, we are a sociaty of
“impiegati”, that is employees
and clerks.

Perhaps it is asking too
much to enquire whether
this was what the fouunding
fathers of ©Fianna [Fail
envisaged. They were an
entirely different breed of
men to what the party has
today and they lived in an
era which now seems at least

SN

by Joseph
Charleton

and accountant

Economic commentator

100 years ago even though it
is only fifty. Their leader for
so long, the late Eamon
de Valera, was one of the
strongest personalities cver
seen in Irish history and

- exerted a powerful magnetism

on the electorate.

The most characteristic
memory he left behind him
was his belief that the Insh
should be a frugal people,
living on the fruits of their
own soil and being content
with the way of life ne knew
from the nineteenth century.

The changes taking place
around him, particularly in
the latter days of his poli-
tical power, saw the cities and
towns growing, the countrv-
side declining, the peaople
opting for the bright lights
which if they could not find
at home they were deter-
mined to seek abroad. Before
his eyes Ireland was trans
forming itself from an
agricultural community into
the patterns set by advanced

western nations. The economy
required planmng to adapt to
these conditions.

Lemass, while an entirely
different type to his predeces-
sor as Taciseach, was more
interested I1n the day-tn-day
requirements of the country
than in longsterm planning.
His own great political sig-
nificance was that he under-
stood and was apprectlated by
the urban worker.

More than anyone else he
was resqponsible for the rise
of the Irish trade unions into
the dominating position they

hold today. He had his
difficulties with this very
intractabie and powerfui

element in our society but the
record shows that he handled
it very well and had many
notable achievements to his
credit in the area of indus-
trial relations.

His major weaknoss was
the national one, an inability
to think through policy to its
end results. He seems tg have

YEAR GROSS RECEIPTS DEFICIT
(millions) (millions)
1970 Fianna Fail £482 £9
1971 Fianna Fail  £551 Nil
1972 Fianna Fail £615 £35
1973 Coaslition £755 £39
1974 (9 months) Coalition £699 £81
1975 Coalition £1,115 £242
1976 Coalition £1,356 £327

Oohoéh O’Malley. introduced free secondary education
in 1968.

contributions to the less well

off would also grow, it pever
e necessary to accen-

'.tuate budget difficulties by

borrowing the money-to pay
the huge deficits on current
exyenditure.

“The ,different attitude is
also Mphasised by the fact

* that Fianna Fail wished to be

regarded as a, party for
employment. Had it not, been
for.the: growth rates sustaipe

in -the last "decade _ of _its
government “say from. 19630
agnicultura]
nt might very. well

‘ehg,?e .made . today’s hizh

ﬁ res. of.. ,un mplo

gu rm, In somme: svay.. "3 Party
must ‘reviveacpolicy: of, job
' ietpation An aocordanoenwlth
“{tg: tradition’ that® thig] igithe
a'(or Iro'-
lmd in; every cl!cumsta

- _seekinz Jobiwo

Actually, it was another
major move by the party
which tas affected the whole
employment outlook. This was
the introduction in 1968 by
the late Donough O’Malley of
the free secondary education
scheme which was subjected
to much criticism at the time.

In retrospect, it was a
policy which t.ad to come and
he was ahead of his contem-
poraries, What has yet to be
learned is whether the sys-
tem- of secondary education
we have- is. what Ireland

really needs.

The new, aystem., gtarted
in’1968, had.certain important
effects‘apparenttoday. .One is
that “without? it thé numper
uld: be’greater
at;-1¢ast another’ 120,000.

= And equally; the pressires on

jobs remains less each year
as secondary education cobn-
tinues to attract greater
numbers.

More important still is the
fact that inevitably the type
of jobs most looked for will
be those which will justify
the investment in that educa-
tion, not only on the part of
the school-leavers, but also of
the parents who continue to
contribute 1n divers indirect
ways. And, of course, the State
should look for a return on
behalf of the general bodv of
taxpayers.

The late Mr. O'Malley was
less successful 1o his efforts
to re-organise the universities,
Perhaps there is some signi-
ficance in the fact that the
controversies in this area died
down with the change in
government in 1973, even
though or because of
the fact that the coalition is
by and large an academic
team. But the twin objectives
remain, a new school system
and better geared, and more
realistic, degrees from the
third level to suit the coun-
try's needs.

It would be impossible to
develop here fully all the
pressing objectives now facing
the country socially as well
as economically. The chaotic
state of this Government'’s
finances almost from its
inception never permitted it
to plan and certainly never
resulted in any planoning in
any of these areas.

Whether the excuses made
were ever valid (such as the
oil crisis and the world trade
recession) is now immaterial,
since the facts are a crying
need for jobs for a much
better-educated people than
we ever had, not for a sys
tem of soclal welfare which
would have them permanently
depending on- the State, and
it in its turn dependent on
an ever narrowing number of
gainfully employed- people in
productive employment.

Just as in the purely econ-
omic field, the challenge ‘is

there for a single’ eohesive
‘and

determ,ined polltical
party,

The present widespread nej-
work of health,- organisations
throughout the  country- were
devoloi)e'd1 in the ‘late-“'sixties

and’ 'aarly ‘seventivs. :A’ fair
lccord was reached- with.the
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realised from the ’fifties
onwards that industrialisa-
tion could never succeed on
the entirely inadequate base
provided by native capital.
Hence he very characteris-
tically reversed hs whole
thinking and went all out for

the Whitaker plan to convert °

the country rapidly to the
wconcept of the consumer
society backed by liberal
monetary policies.

In retrospect it would seem
that both he and Whitaker
like the originator of this
policy, the Cambridge econo-
mist John Maynasd Keynes,
were eventually defeated in
their plans by their misuse
in the hands of lescer people.
Yet it was these two who
brought the greatly increased
standards of living to the
people in the 'sixties and
'seventies.

BUDGETS

This may be held to be a
prejudiced view. But the
significant point in relation
to the financial policies of
Fianna Fail was they seldom
strayed far away from
financial orthodoxy. They
mirrored the view of the
average elector that a
country, like a person. should
pay its own way as it went
along and there were no
brash experiments with the
States funds or resurces.

This was equally true of
the two previous coclitions
and only since 1974 has the
leap into extravagance taken
place. Probably one canoot
yet see the effects of this for
the long-term of the -State
but they hardly lsok good.
The table at left illustrates
the changes In government
financing over the past seven
years.

FARMING

In 1932 there were radical
differences between Fianna
Fail and its major opposition

The late Pres:dent Childers, distmguished record as
Minister for Health.

medical profession, the
regional Health Boards were
organised and the high tech
nical plans following on the
Fitzgerald Report were set
working klthough not without
some opposition,

Of all the Ministerial
posts, l{ealth seemed to bring
out the best in the men who
were Ministers and the par-
ticular dedication of the late
Erskine Childers deserves to
be put on the recond.

The :social budget today is
overshadowed by the ex-
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party (now Fine Gael). The

latter was the traditional
party of the larger and
medium sized farmers.

Fianna Fail had ecarly on:
captured the votes of the !
small farmers and the poorer .

agricultural areas in the West
of Ireland.

Their approach was simple
and pragmatic. They recog-

nised that Irish small farmers

were scarcely farmers at all
and imtroduced supplemen-
tary , social welfare benefits
which made them dependent
on the State.

It was a palliative rather
than a policy. The best that !
can be said about it is that it
slowed up a decline which

external
natural climatic forces made
inevitable. Industrialisation
has today brought some
balance to the west, and

pressures and

there are hopes that the -

decline may be halted.

Perhaps Fianna Fail can
claim that it prevented the

complete collapse of a non- !
viable area and they did
much to raise the standards :
of living there. The price

paid was terrible,
larly in the flight of the
young people abroad and the
consequent loss to the
country of the best and most
intelligent of the people.

particu- .

As a nation we werc never

too careful of our human
resources. In purely electoral
terms today the west is open

country for any political party
centres »f voting

and the
power are cooncentrated in
the east and south.

The traditional suppurt for '

Fine Gael among the larger
farmers stemmed from that

party’s continued .adherenee;

to a national livestock policy.

Yet this meant no more than .

that the party

could not’

conceive of any alternative to -
the relatively simple form of :

agriculture this involved.
Fianna Fail's early

emphasis on tillage tc some -

need . . .

chequer deficits and in all.
areas the strictest economies

1972/73 budget foreshadowed
a deficit of only £28 million:
this year, only three years
later, the deficit is £327 mil-
lion, nearly 12 times greater,
all of which will have to be
borrowed.

How far the social budget}

can now go is a matter -of
speculation, but it should- not
hide the positive, construct:i\re1
planning initiated in th
Fianna Fail period I

A fair example of the Fianna Fail social budget inside the .'
gross Staté bpdget between 1959/80:and. 1872/73 is indiated’

—

by the following table of-close approximauOns. - g
& milllon. e Yol

Year 'l‘om Budxet Soclal Wolme Educallon Health

1959/60 o¢ K PR B

- 1872/73 828 s 90 . 88 "};63_;?';:.

- Increase 5 times - -3} ﬁmes 8 i_l_m'es_. Sl 8dim

extent antagonised the bxgger
farmers, although here again.
it was to prove the salvatioh
of the country in the war
years.

These lines of difference
have disappeared. In- . the
1920s Fine Gael (Cumana na
nGaedheal) had attempted. to
develop the idea. of meat
processing as an ancillary
industry and had failed, 1t
required many decades under
Fiannpa Fail before: - this
particular farm derivative
industry became ' well
established. -

Obviously its success had
the result of reinstating live-
stock as the key agricultural
product whether for proces-
sing or export on thé hoof.
With it went the équally
traditional milk industry and:
the processing of* its
products. : ‘

The importance of the com-
bined industries for the
future cannot be oaver: stated
and the development -of ‘a
comprehensive agnculhxral
policy on this base may well
be the greatest single. effort
required in the years ahcad.
A party like Fianna Fail,
always convinced that it heh'l
full title to bemg the
national party, will ignore this
at its peril.

Fianna Fail can claim that
in the 16 years prior to 1973’
there was a massive growth
in the milk co-operatives .and
beef manufacturing indus-
tries which transformed the
total agricultural situation.
Whether this has yet solved
the imbalances in Irish
farming remains doubtful.

Our system is hardly parai-
leled in any other part of the
wourld whereby a single smalt
territory is split between
those who initiate produc-
tion of livestock and thosc
who finish it off and reap the
greaier economic benefxts
the concept of total farm
production on single units
hardly exists.

Added to this is the
growing  dependence on
policies which start. - in

Brussels. The results of our
accession to the E.E.C. have

“produced the expected " dis-

location of industry and
have, to a large extent,
handed over the control of

agriculture to' an outside
authority., Equally it has
widened the factors and

poIitical implications affect-
ing decisions at home. .

Political parties tend more
and more to think in terms
nf what is happening in
Europe and our government
rmuinisters spend more and
more time outside the
country. For the two western
islands, Ireland and Britain,
this is a new experience
whose effects have yet to be
measured. They could result
w external shaping of home
policies which may not be
always acceptable to the
people.

PROSPECTS

A national party with the
long record in power which
Fianna Fail has had in the
past and may very well
experience in the future
should be about its home-
work. Politically the coalition
of the two opposition groups
can be on a temporary basis
only unless one of them is
prepared to sink its identity
altogether.

The great danger is that
the electorate will come -to
see no _difference : hetween
Fianna Fail and the others,
that. politics will .becume
simply a game of, musical
chairs:and the Dail ‘the “best
elub in the -country..Onlya. -
positive policy™for. manufac-
ture -and agriculture "set: ou‘
for the people -and ‘aeeom
panied . by .a.full; edu{anve
programme _will - ,draw "\ﬁl&
lines: of distinetion clearly

For- those. who. c.are;thlsus
the real task ahead: of Eianna~

Fail .and thg"ona%'on whitl\u "
‘the. ulhmate iverdict on= the -

oarty wxll be given‘ The re
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MIUTARY distrust of poli-

AL

‘titlans .has always been a

dominant feature of the

Republican movement. It
lay:behind the decision of

they IRA convention in

November, 1925, to sever
its:” connection Wwith the
Republican “Dail” and Sinn
Fein; henceforth™ the IRA
would be responsible only

to its own executive. This .

decisive step was the pre-
lude to that reappraisal of
policy within Sinn Fein
itself whi®h resulted in de
Valera’s resignation from
the organisation and the
subsequent foundation of
Fianna Fail.

.The new party sogn absor-
bed the bulk of Republican
support in thé country. The
rank-and-file Republican sup-
porter might admire the
inflexible principles of the
Sinn Féin rump who were
adamantly opposed to the
sending of “representatives
into any usurping legislature
set up by English law in
Ireland”, but admiration did
pot imply support for the
futility of continuing absten-

tionismi. The rout of Sinn
Féin at the 1927 elections

was clear proof of that.

PRINCIPLE

The break betwe«n the IRA
and Fianna Fail was, at the
outset, more a matter of
strategy than of principle,
and years were (o elapse
before it became irrevocable.
Though the new party rejec-
ted an IRA council proposal
in 1927 for a common absen-
tionist froni, there were no
bitter recriminations at this
early stage: indeed, the
average IRA man saw no con-
tradiction is still regarding
de Valera as the republican
leader.

What Fianna Fiil and the
IRA had in common 1n the
late 1920s ‘and ‘early 1930s
far transcended their differ-
ences. Both organisations
shared a common social and
political background and, if
we except the then insig-
nificant minority Republican
left, much the same ultimate
political objective. The fuller
context of Sedn Lemass's
oft-quoted phrase in a 1928
Dail debate makes it clear
that the party then regarded
itself almost as a parliament-
tary front for Republicanism:

AGITATION

“Fianna Fail 1s a slightly
constitutional party. We are
perhaps open to the defim-
tion of a constitutional
party, but before anything
we are a Republican party.
We 5 have adopted the
method of politican agita-
tion to achieve our end
because we believe, in the
present circunistances, that
method is best in the
interest of the nation and

of the Republican move-
ment, and for no other
reason.

“Five , years ago the

methods we adopted were
not the methods K weé have
adopted now. Five years ago
we were on the defensive
and perhaps in time we may
recoup our strength suf-
ficiently to gc on the
‘offensive, Our object is to
establish a Republican
government in Ireland. If
that can be done by the
present , methods we have.
we will be very pleased, but
if not, would not confine
ourselves:to them.”

MOTIVES

On more than one occasion
in -those .days, de Valera de-
fended the ideals of the IRA.
Insopposing in the Dail the

-

~Cosgrave government's public
. »safety measures in 1829, he

"By GENE HeKENNA
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described IBA men as being
“animated with honest- moti-
ves.” ‘“Those who continued
on in that organisation
which we have left can claim
exactly the same continuity
that we claimed up to 1925.”
Of course, Fianna Fiil was
opposed to IRA ruthlessness
in intimidating juries but -as
the party organ, the Nation,
pointed out, neither did
Fianna Fai] “wish to asse-
ciate themselves with the
equally brutal, inefficient,
useless methods of repression
adqpted by the Free State
Government.”

Howeyer, when the IRA re- -

luctantly moved to the left
and approved the radical
Saor Eire programme in 1931,
it became clearer that there
was a wide gap between the
populism of Fianna Fail and
the total transformation of
Irish sociely envisaged by
Peadar O'Donnell, George
Gilmore and Dave Fitzgerald.

ALLIANCE

But as election time
approached in early 1932,
the common aim of “putting
Cosgrave out” brought about
an informal alliance. The
Arm Council revoked 4
prevf'ous order prohibiting
volunteers from voting or
working -at elections, though
it warned that “our objects
cannot be achieved by the
methods of politics of the
parties seeking election.”

The IRA Dbacking for
Fianna Fail in the election
campalgn was substantial and
vigorous if uneven through-
out the country, and de
Valera's accession to power
was followed by a honeymoon,
marked by the release of
Republican prisoners and the
suspension of the drastic
secumty measures of the pre-
viOus years.

EUPHORIA

Despite the eeneral
euphoria, the 1RA leadership
was under no illusion that
de Valera would overnight
reject the Free State and
dramatically proclaim the
Republic. But the extrasparlia-
mentary Republicans hardly
realised the extent to which
five years in Dail Eireann
had constitutionalised their
allies in Fianna Fail.

The writing was ominously
but as yet faihtly on the wall
for the TRA when de Valera
stated in January 1933 that
“no section of the com-
munity will be allowed 1o
arm. All arms shall be com-
pletely at the disposal of the
majority of the elected re-
presentatives of the people”
Yet, whatever . reservations
the Republicans mizht have,
they still hoped to put de
Valera towards the attain-
ment of the Republic, and to
exacerhate the economic *-ar
to the extent of inveolving
him 1n deeper conflict with
Britain.

BLUESHIRTS

In the 1933 election the
overriding imperative was
still to keep Cosgrave out,
and in that turbulent year
the Blueshirts had to be
fought as well. Meanwhile
Fianna Fail, fromn a position
of strength in the Dail and
the country no longer needed
the IRA.

During the bitter struggle
in 1933, Cumann na nGaed-
heal might with some justice
complain that the govern-
ment’s policy of arms seizure
did not extend to the Repub-
‘licans, but there were many
signs that the honeymoon was
over. An -Phoblacht insisted
that de Valera's spectacular
constitutional chanyzes were
no substitute for the real
thing:- severing *“‘some of.the

" imperial tentacles like the
. ‘oath'and-the governor-general-
- shi
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. Fr’Flanagan's ;- ametidment
-and,‘dgainst;*Eamon' fla; Val-

“became’’Very: close’s friends’

active -politics. three. years
ago, after.a career~which saw
him serve;as a Parliamentary
Secretary -+and as .Minister

in two .departments = Posts

and’ Telegraphs and Defence.®
Now, he' .can look back at_

the good.and the bad times
for' the party. and for himself
withi'the. capndour of a man
who-has’;seen it all. -

' “Fianna Fall in Co. Meath

- has>‘aliyays been a.left of

centre’ party,’> he says. “For
as Jong as I have known 1,
it has been strong angd inter-
est.has always been at a high
level among the members.
Smiall businessmen and trades
men’ hiave formed the nucleus

+ of the party in the county.”

ROTUNDA

: Mr.'.;-l'lill'la'f-d; ‘nov}'_iagéd 73,

~was not a founder.member of
", vFianna Fail. “1 was:not pre-
. sent: when- the” party ~was
« yfounded,” he’says. (‘I did not
.4 belong’ to the ‘organisation:
/allsiLjattended: the Rotunda
o2 2meeting in 1926 4nd:voted for

10 ’the organisation at
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Radio transmitter, guns and other IRA military equipment found in an arms raid in Dublin in

movement could “eive alieg-
1ance to a cabipet whith
acceptls or functions witiun

the British Empire.”

After Fianna Fail took
office, there were 1nconclu-
sive talks between de Valera
and the army council and as
late as 1934 Sean Russell
was fruitlessly trying to perwr-
suade the Fianna Fail leader
to declare the Republic. De
Valera's refusal to carry out
the expected purge of army
and police force disappointed
not only the IRA but many uf
s own followers at cumann
level.

SOCIALISTS

The disillusions — if there
ever had been 1iliusions — of
the socialists within the IRA
were much more profound.
For themn de Valera's moves
against Briush political 1m-
perialism were superficial
and his measures against
Irish capitalism non-existent.
indeed, the policy of 1ndus-
trial protection would simply
buttress that capitalism.
People like Peadar O'Donnell
wanted a much more radical
solution of the land annui-
ties than a mere cessation of
payment to Britain.

The split within the TRA
in 1934 between the tradi-
tionalists and the socialist
dissidents (with their Repub-
lican Congress idea) was, In
one sense, a division on how
10 combat the growing success
.of Fianna Fail. The attitude
of the mainline leadership
was that Republicanism must

~ be kept pure and uncompli-

cated so that in time de
Valera's disillusioned sup-
porters would turn to the
IRA for leadership; but that
Republican involvement in
social and economic issues
was divisive and dangerous.

In theory,.the argument of
those .who advocated the

dealer and dairy farmer.

“1 took an active part in
all the LR.A’s activities and
spent my weekends in train-
ing exercises. I became com-
pany adjutant and then com-
pany captain,”\ he. says. “I
was also brigade intelligence
officer.

FOUR COURTS

“I took the. Republican
side in the Civil War and was
directly in touch with the
Armmy Council at the Four
Courts,” said Mr. Hilliaiti.
On the evening before the
Four Courts was shelled, 1
was there on business with
Thomas Duffy of Navan, 8
wellknown man in the
national movement. That
afternoon, as we left* the
building, Liam Mellowes put
his hand on my shoulder,
shook my hand and bade me
adieu. He said we might
never see each other again—
and he 'was right.

“Back in Navan, I took my
available motley crowd, with
an assortment of rifles. We
had. action at Curraghtown,

in which  one of our men was

‘killed. I was taken prisoner
and ‘spent some time in Trim

« ‘and~in’ Dundalk- jalls. 1 got
.- yhecame . very. ‘clos g%, out;" ¢hrough -at hole in the
" Oversthe s yearaEs i cxb s v i wally: from " Dupdalk jail. It
= oM Hilllard 4 Joined ) the”
+$1R°Avs Navan ¥ compapy in,
1918 just’ after leaving:schopl’
at :the” age~of 16,  His - father -
‘Was. ~a - wellknown ' cattle'"

iwasin;January, 1923, when. I

4. whs Jeapturef'agein. Tt was
-+ very -tough ‘during ‘thosetwo

Jyears:-on' the "run—vety few
-'p'eqple- would let you into

-~

wo de

Republican Congress idea
sounded 1mpressive., It was
based on the premise fhat
while the Fianna Fail leader-
ship was dominated by old-
style Sinn Féin conservatism,
its mass support, workers and
small farmers, could be turned
aside from their misguided
adherence and brought back
to the high road of the Repul-
lic if only the Republican
leadership would go all out to
give them the necessary revo-
lutionary leadership in thewr
s0cl0-economic struggles.

The great flaw 1n this line
of thought was the assunyr-
tion that the masses were
imbued by either republican
or socialist fervour., In fact,
de Valera's mixture of popu-
lism and adventurous consti-
tutional change—and the
promise of more of the samve
—was quite e¢nough to satisfy

the social and nationalist
aspirations  of  the  great
majority.

By the mud-1930s, the IRA,
whether militaristg or social-
ists. had been upstaged by
Fianna Fail. The awarding of
nulitary pensions helped o
reconciliate republican sentu-
ment and the final touch was
the setting up of a volunleer
reserve which would provide
a safe alternative outlet for
martial ardour. .

ENDORSED

Perhaps ambivalence al
cumann level persisted (as
when rank-and-file party men
endorsed an lrish-American
call in 1935 for a republiican
common front, a proposal
condemned by the lrish Press)
but it could safely be ignored.

The Fianna Fail leadership
was now bent on the destruc-
tion of the IRA, since the
movement couldn’t be recon-
ciJed through constitutional
changes, but it was neither
desirable nor necessary 1o

create any marlyrs at this.

their houses. | was taken
back to Trim, where | wus
tried before a Military Court
and sentenced to death. _

“I spent several months In
Trim without going outside
the cell door. Then 1 was
taken to Dublin and finally
on to the Curragh. There, I
voted against a mass hunger
strike and was very unpopu-
lar with the other prisoners
because of that. But [ went
on hunger- strike, just the
same, and, in fact, stayed on
it for 26 days. There were
only 21 of us who stuck with
it that long out of over 1,000
prisoners. Even after de
Valéra" was released, T was
still in prison for another two
months.

PROPOSALS

“ After the Sinn Fein Ard-
fleis at which Dev's pro-
posalsihad been puf, many of
the people actively involveil
with the. LR,A.. left the move-
ment and joined Flanna Fall
to put the organisation into
operation:in Meath,” said Mr.
Hilllard.

Amorg the. people who, he
recalls; playéd-major roles in

- g

getting the;party on a firm
footing .in.-the .county were
Matt O'Reflly and’ James P.
Kelly ... (both_:.subsequently
elected ; T.D,s), -Christopher
James -Dunne; 5@l of Kells;
Thomas- Briody:and Murtagh

Kennedy of ‘Moynalty; P. J,
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stage. The 1RA had already
been plaved olf avainst the
Rlueshirts, as 1t were, and (1!s
eXCesSes Were now tarnishing
its own 1magze. There was no
public outery when the Gov
ernment declared it 1ilegal in
June 1936,

EXTREMISTS

After the Blueshirts, public
opinion was  accustomed to
firm action against extremists.
By the end of the 1930s,
internal dissension, superior
Franna Fail policy and stra-
tecy, and state coercion had
put paid to the IRA's chances
of being a major force in Irish
poirtics.

From lus assured position
aflter the Anglo-irish agree-
ments, de Valera made certain
that the LRA would not be
able 10 operate a safe base at
home for the bombing cam-
palgn against Britain or to do
anything really effective 1o
sabotage the neutrality policy.

The Offences Against the
State Act and other drastic
measures were the prelude to
the dark days of the early
1940s when internment, execu-
tion and deaths from hunger
strike widened beyond repair

Murray and his wife, Mar
garet, and John Conroy, all
of Dunshaughlin; Liam Sher-
rin of Oldeastle; John Hughes,
James Weldon and Ed. Foy-
lan of Nobber; James Gin-
nety of Kells; Michael Downes
of Duleek and Pxddy Purfield
of Gormanston.

In the Navan area specific-

ally, Mr. Hilliard says Peter
Healy, chairman of  the ori-
ginal comann in the town and
of the Combhairle Ceantair,
did an epormous amount. of
work. Othér Navan people who
were prominent in those early
days included James and
Thomas Kinselta, Nicholas
Naulty, Seamus McNamee,
Peadar Quilty, James Lynch,
Mrs. Rose Anne Boland, Mys.
King, Cait Lalloway and
Margaret Austin.
- From 1933, he was a con-
stituency delegate to the
National Executive, stood as
a candidate for the first time
in the 1943 elections and was
returned as a T.D, for Meath-
Westmeath.

DIVIDED

In 1958, he was appointefl
Parliamentary Secretary to
the then Minister-for’ Indus-
}‘ry and CoTr;llm%rclia-g?{r. ‘Sean

emass. “The following year,
when Dev was elected” Presi.
dent, Mr. Lemass sent’for me
and told me he was appoint.
ing me Minister for.Posts and
Telegraphs,” he said, =~

“I asked to. be deft. where

. from the Labour Exchange;

»ity

the breach between Fianna
Fail and the 1RA. The bitter-
ness of betraval finds expres-
sion in the ballad for one of
the Republican martvrs,
Maurice O'Neill, hanged iIn
November 1942 for allegediy
shooting Detective Mordaunt.

Let no voice plead for me
with the traitor

lle cried when his death
hour was mgh,
Let the young men of

Ireland be faithful

To the cause that has called
me to die.

When the deathless Republic
of Ireland

Is rescued from thraldom
and shame,

I ask but a place in her
memory

And her soldiers’ salute to
my name.

DECISIONS

Though de Valera might use
IRA activism as an anti-parti-
tion argument, as he did more
than once with Chamberlain,
there is no doubt that the
painful decisions to be made
in these years were a cause
of deep personal distress to
him. In the Dail in October
1939, he referred with emotion

] was, saying I felt I was
doing useful work for the
country,” said Mr, Hilliard,
“ But he told me there would
be no such position, as he
Commerce into two separate
was dividing Industry and
sections. So I acceptdl my
new office as a challenge 3

RTE IMMINENT -

Said Mr. Hilliard; “I ¢old
Mr. Lemass that TV-_was
imminent here and that I did
not know much about it. But
he said he wanted an organi-
sation that would be a busi-
ness organisation and that, I
think, is what [ gave him. I
also set up the RTE Authqr
ity. .

“I set about modernising
the practically obsolete tele:

.'. F ¥ LA )

with subversi
‘wi ersive acf.ivity.

-

to TRA prisoners on hunger-
strike. “We do not wish them
to die. We would wish —
Heaven knows [ have prayed
for it=~that these men might
change their minds . . . and
realise what our obligations
and our duties are.,”

Yet firm Government action
in all its dealings with the
IRA ensured that the move-
ment was more of a nuisance
than a threat during the
emergency period, and ils
futile wartime intrigues fur-
ther diminished its waning
support.

CONVERSION

Republican strategy in the
1950s underwent a radical
change as the new leaders
converted their followers to
the policy that there should
be no use of force against
police or soldiers south of the
Border. As the plans for a
Border caimpaign built up, it
was essential that the home
base should not be any mere
hostile than it already was. .

Fianna Fail were out of
office as the campaign began
and perhaps that helps to
explain the astonishing fact
that young Republicans
approached Eamon de Valera
and asked him to endorse, or
at least not condemn, this
new wave of activity: not suy-
prisingly, the approach was
firmly rejected, they were
told that Partition must Be
solved peacefully and that
forceful means would only
cause harm and suffering. ?

IRA  UPSURGE .

It was the Second Coalitian
that initially had to face the
renewed IRA upsurge -but
when it perished in a weltér
of mainly economic troubles.
Fianna Fail, which had been
given a mandate of despair
to deal with the economy, was

also strongly placed to deal

— ——
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1958. Right: Peadar O’Donnell, Republican who took a more radical stance.

Taking. the constitutional path

Internment took place on a
considerable scale but by the
middle of 1957 the crisis of
violence was over and it be-
came possible to release the
interned Republicans without
threat to public security, As
the economic position also
improved; the public wave of
emotional sympathy ebbed
away and the handful of Sinn
Fé&in abstentionist seats in the
Dail were lost in the 1961
election.

In the 1960s the politicisa-
fion of the IRA mght well
have posed in lihe long run a
greater threat than the old
militarism 1o what Filanna
Fail had come to represent

And after the TRA split, the
Officials were the clearly-
recognised ideolomical enemy.
Whatever the lhistorians will
eventually sav about the in
volvement of leading Fianna
Fail members with the Pro
visionals in «1969-70. two in:
terim observations can even
now be firmly made

SYMPATHY

Firstly, as in the 1930s. the
revival of Republicanism
evoked the dormant sympathy
of many Fianna Fail tollowers,
though it receded as the real
nature of the Northern
tragedy revealed itself.

Secondly, the Fi.nna Fil
leadership reacted firmly
against those under -uspicion
within its rapks as azainst
the Provisionals a! lar:e.

When the
ambivalence is
against’ the party. 1l
be remembered that ambiv:
alence in the pa-t was not
confined to Fianna Fuil. that
Fianna Fail governments have
historically been ruthiess t0-
wards the IRA and that,
view of .the party’s ongins,
the JRA has been for Fianna
Fail a particularly haun@ng
spectre.
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phone system, I introduced [

the advisory commission on’
stamps and I inaugurdted-the
scheme whereby students
from vocational schools were

-

taken in for training as techs: '

nicians, rather than recruit

ing wpeople into. the post
office engineering

"

he said. “Ami I also’ pe
suaded the Government:,

more "‘conservative! . Mini

ters at the time” .. %> U
Mr; Hilliard becamis Minis- “7

in’ 1069,.asked. not to be con-
sidéréd ,for {further Minis-
terial- sexvice, "y
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THE foundation of Fianna
Fail in May 1926 did not
evoke any reaction ,from
The Belfast Neuwsletter,
then as now the leading
Unionist newspaper in the
North. In fact, the only
event during the month in
the Irish Free State to
merit an ediforial com.

s

accentuate the differences be-
tween North and South. 5

In the early 1930’s Fianna 4
Fail speakers made littie
reference to Partition; their
immediate objective was to
reshape the political system
in the Irish Free State. Nor,
indeed, did there appear a
recognition of the fact that
Northern lreland was under-
going a severe recession, par-
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By Dr Con O’Leary

Reader in Political Science
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. ment was a speech de-
4 livered to the. annual
conference of Cumann na -
nGaedheal (May 11) by
President Cosgrave in
which” he ‘justified the
Boundary Agreéement of
December 1925, which
“maintained intact the
Free State territory” and
“had removed those can.
cerous elements in their

relations: -with Northern

lan : : rth an 29 h resi the . ¥
Ireland which were a con. tsi&x:t,h)l:etween e and :fltit:e tho(';?pgosﬂ:ion1 Ste(%Iaot’i,onaL When the  negotiations

and a very real menace to

after he succeeded to the
premiership on the death of
Craig, to Major General H. M.
de Fellenberg Montgomery,
the founder of the Irish Asso-
ciation (devoted to co-opera-

e a little nearer to my

- Queens University

total of 32 (out of 52) their

majority would have van-
ished. So a Bill abolishing
P.R. went through both House
of Commons and Senate in
time for the elections of

Unionist and Independent).

ticularly in relation to the
twin bases of Northern pros-
perity — textiles and ship-
building. The *“ economic
war” and its ramifications
monopolised attention.

The turning point came in
1938. In February of that year
de Valera negotiated with
the Chamberlain Government
what has come to be regarded
as his greatest diplomatic
triumph, the agreement end-
ing the economic war on
favourable terms and return-
ing the Treaty ports.

Craigavon wrote to complain

eace North and South.” way of thinking since you A mt e PTOECsed
p 'I‘he N&'WS Letter appmed havg di~ScoveI‘e'd- how anti- g:?}fss E;l: lmc]()):lltds lmfpr(;::
and paid Mr. Cosgrave this British the Free Stute Northern Ireland, and was

warm ftribute: “It is a great
thing for the head of a gov-
ernment thus to turn away
.from a long-pursued policy of

territorial aggression in a gf:sf?auy as far apart as the seats, the N.LL.P. was almost just been awarded a substan-
contiguous State. It requires PSS : M wiped out and there besan  tj3) Government contract and
" the courage of shger convic It was plan that Al the nearly forty-year period that the British Government
tion and a high standard of  Andrews seemed salisfied  of permanent one-party rule g great store by this agree- 3

political moral (sic) to do
s0.” (12 May, 1926).

This quotation gives the
true flavour-of Unionist think
ing of fifty years ago. 'The
Unionists had not asked for
“Stormont.™  What. they

' wished for was a continua.
tion of the pre-1914 United
Kingdom. -

stitutional developments 1In, - . reason that it could not poss- .
Gel&de?;l. nu?r?:msﬁoon%}.?gud Ireland. Those effected by de a chance existed "ln the Jate ibly last in the world of PO .

tional proposals had envis-
aged just that -~ an auton-
omous state comprising 28

leaders actually are and how
impossible it is for Ulster
leaders ever to work with
them; their views and ours

with this state of non-co-0p-
eration.

DEVELOPMENTS

BETWEEN the foundation of
Fianna Fail and the ocutbreak
of war in 1939 there were
several highly important con-

power in 1932 are well-known
—the abolition of the Oath,

DISGRUNTLED

In the 1929 election the
Unionists recovered to 37

and perpetual, disgruntied
opposition that characterised
Stormont politics.

Any student of politics
knows how unprofitable il is
to speculate as to what might
have happened in a given
situation, but the present
writer may be forgivea for
asserting his conviction that

Northern lreland of a genuine
multi-party system which in
time would have blunted the

politely reminded by Cham-
berlain that he had not very
much to complain about,
since Harland and Wolff had

ment.

Later in the year, Naovem-
ber 8, de Valera in one of
the first of a long series of
interviews on the subject of
Partition said to a reporter
from the Chicago Tribune:
“ Partition is so absurd and
so contrary to rTight and

ARGUMENT
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Trying to break down the barriers in 1965 . . .
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the diminution of the Powers

counties and the other four of the Governor-General, the

to remain within the United

edge of partition.

. He went on to point out
The speeches of Joe Dev-

a policy of co-operation with Terence O’Neill. Centre is Dr. T. K. Whitaker who played an important role in el
engineering the meeting. ; ;

Kingdom, without any fresh
institutions.

SUB-STATES

The rationale of the British
attempt to settle the Irish
problem is to be found not
in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of
December 1921 but in the
Government of Ireland Act,
1920, which would have set

’

up two Stormonts—two sub- . . - ; , ._
stztes for the, six and twenty-  fail to set them in the con-  nparrow party advanlage first,  Against the State Act in 1939  be said that the speaking tour  the foregoing  paragraphs | present troubles shook all :
six county areas;swith gover- text of all-Irish politics. The and unfortunately he was too and reviewing the previous was a success. The English  there is little mention of . groups in Ireland out of their :

cabinetsi“angd bicam- other important constitu- successful. Had the British year at a Fianna Fail conven- listened politely, but were  Nationalist-type politicians complacency the initiative i

nors, tgiand  Dbic
eral parliaments; “endowed

Y Ll

with ‘identical “ powers™ and
limitations, and a Council of

passing of the External Rela-
tions Act, all leading up o
the enactment of the new
Constitution of 1937 which
created a Republic in all but
name.

But another constitutional
change is rarely linked with
these, because even his
torians tend, pernaps un-
consciously, to adopt a * par-
titionist” approach and
either ignore evenis 1n
Northern Ireland or at least

tiona) change was the aboli-
tion of P.R. for Stormcnt
elections in 1929.

lin, the greatest parhamen-
tarian and the most popular
leader ever produced by the
pationalist community, are
unequivocal. He believed that
an abstentionist stance was of
po value to the nationalist
electorate, and had Craigavon
been prepared to allow a
genuine multi-party democ-
racy to develop, Devlin would
have been prepared to par-
ticipate. But Craigavon put

Government checked him at
any time in the 1920's, the
subsequent history of the
North might have been very

that any argument advanced
to justify severing the Six
Counties from the rest of
Ireland could with equal jus-
tice be applied to the nation-
alist areas in Tyrone, Fer-
managh, Down and Armagh,

However, what was to prove
a recurring embarrassment to
successive governments in
Dublin also started in 1938—
an I.LR.A. bombing campaizgn
in England. This led to the
passing of the Offences

tioi in Cavan (February 18,

1940) de Valera spoke with

uncharacteristic emotion:
“The things I would have

However, after the election
which brought into office the
First Coalition under John A.
Costello, de Valera, now
Leader of the Opposition for
the first time since 1932, went
on a speaking tour of Eng-
land in which he brought to
the attention of the British
essentially the same argu-
ments as he had advanced
ten years before. It cannot

unconvinced. It was too soon
after the war, and ;he mis-
conception about Irish neu-

the Lemass-O'Neill meetings
of 1965, followed by similar
meetings when Mr. Lybch
became Taoiseach, when the
North was more peaceful and
the South more prosperous
than ever before and to a
casual observer there would
have appeared no reason why
that happy state of affairs
would not continue.

It may be objected that in

after 1929, The reason is that

they made little impact.
Some of the Nationalists

elected to the Stormont

?is enamoured by the present
'mode of “direct rule.”

| To sum up, therefore, the
'North is just one facet of
'the complex history of this
'island over the past half cen-
'tury. It is undeniable that for
‘most of the period neither
{(Finna Fail nor the Unignists
}tried to wunderstand each
‘other. But even before the

taken by Mr. Lemass in 1963
{and pursued by Mr. Lynch
meant that the process of
mutual understanding through

tstory of Fianna Fail and the.
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¢ The single ~ transferable \ trality, as malevolent rather x
Iegil;lg;dal rg)miﬁg?:;? for vote systemgof P.R. had been different. done in the last year to end then benevolent, were still House of Commons in the iregular scontacts was glready / :
The Treaty, for all its pre prescribed for parliamentary As it happened, when the Partition 1 have been un- current. decades after the death of lunder-way, .- . 3
tence of- dealing: with the  elections in both parts of  Unionists came to deal with able to do belause my hands The decision of the Costello ~ Joe Devlin were busy pro i Sabsoquont -abisiites HsTe ¥
, whole of . lrelazd, in fact Ireland by the Government of Westminster in the 1930's were tied by actions that Government to repeal the fessional men with little time i been gol‘gured by events, gﬁ;,
. merely expanded .the auton: . -Ireland Act.,llsl)izo. Tll;eRUnion(i (an;lik 4(‘);311 thue;y we:f abcl: tc; Efii:ecun;g.wng in the contracy  Eyternal Relations Act and tlgexsx‘x)afvee ::rnggléggﬁezomnem?g i?get;?i] sin ‘;:1 ;f,?f‘}f; Gs;ag‘({lokgd :
- ' ' i never liked R. an spe e assurance'. o lly se tl ini : ‘ : - evoke:
’ ?tlxxl? d(:.‘rfmitgieon%sta%qsmtii:fvilgg i%tgir aversion was deepened an uncontrovertible popular "1 cannot promise that we f:’nr? ?vi{h i‘hﬁf‘gn{fsh’ec'?,ﬁiﬁ,gﬁ was a real leader. Even the L R PR .an instant and hostile re- i
| unaltered the power’s of Sir by the results of the Stor- mandate, while the National- will solve the Partition wealth has never been ade- Anti-Partition campaign was r ' S Premi 'action in Belfast; his Tralee
James Craig’s government, al-  mont election of 1925 in  ists, even before Devlin's  problem, but neither can they  guately explained—and the  Wismanaged. ormer JStormont Fremier speeck. in the following e
ready six months in office which they lost eight seats— death in 1934, were listless (the LR.A\) produce a solu- = relevant cabinet papers will The real grievances, gerry- J. M. Andrews “imposs- month was widely regarded
Although the Free State Gov-  seven in Belfast. and dispirited. All these con-  tion of Partition, and they ot be released until 1978, ~ Mmandering, distrimination in " "~ . as statesmanlike. | g
ernment naively expected Were they to lose another  stitutional changes, thougl;i ;)f ;tgrslocf? cl;‘;s}gznxt‘ese}xflgnofo f‘zg It caused blank astonishment ?‘?;ilélg v:ndlo‘i:alfllrplo%.rwaizth—ii ible for Ulster leaders to Vev'(I)‘l]:eed ‘?mrg:esd ?erélaiinggf 19373- 3
stantia itori ; rom their existin va rovepance, served tg - in Unionist circles. e, ) s _ ed m ., —
iiu:ns ?gmter?hté)n%oﬁgr‘llﬁsé six. oL : e P small people. They can get mULnionists c’;:ms oot under.  ere nbolt :é?tlloned*or trgaled work with the Free State | preciation of Mr. Lym;h cogln o
Commisson, _ the ° Unioni the countr nia 2 mess el cand how the party o W T, 1 rising (o 1 B et eaders” bioed wi dsmt tords %
attitude remained * Not an the whol . Cosgrave could suddenly be-  |ots produced by the “Man- | L . Febru 1973. Union.
inch” When the COmmis hovin il S e whole cm’l’ntry ¢"1not get come more republican than ion H C i T tive generalisations.may, how- since ' ary y I
sion’s report was leaked to them out of. de Valera, But they turned sxonl OMEe I RIMNES 1) RSty ever, be offered.’ ists of all shades of opinion
the” Morning Post (No fHlow well these dfforts, : ‘ repel sympathy. Beginning with Mr. Cal. {haeve paid more attention:to
e DMorning Pos V. which culminated in th ¢  this unexpected development It t until D | ) : . the utterances of Mr. Cos-
1925) revealing that the Free minated in the mos to their own advantage. was not un r. and laghan's decision (as Home e ar i
State would gain a few draconian  legislation  the A lecti o Mrs. McCluskey of Dun- Secretary) in August 1969, ‘grave and his mini - thn
scraps of territory, with, not country has known, were ap- A S0ap ejecuon °nr €  gannon instituted their cam-  that British troops would |to the spokesmen ior the
more than 30,000 1;eople and preciated by: the Nrothern Ulster - in - danger”  slogaD  pajgn for social justice in the thereafter be under the con- { Opposition.
would have to surrender Ireland (i)ovemme!lt can be mfg 0?“}9 e Sgggﬂy“a*;‘t’:f garéyhlgf%s R Stoz;; 'B'l‘mé was 1o &eﬁexpected{.
assessed erusin con- . - ritis .P.s like Paul Rose ' trere is a difference. o
%rgﬁl: :im ?s ;In riggmm%nog fidential seyculxj'i*:’ regox?t s:nt Wards'. a special conference of or Stanley Orme were equibp- gmténmeiuf eSSI'Y?nterfe?(::is" kil;td, norte jtfst of degree, be- :
peoplge)', Ml?ocgsgrav% quickly 3{6 g.l% énstgect}lorﬁgingrtal og g:aert ;‘;g_hu‘:;ﬁylggﬁﬁ ttlégb(t):; ged with the relevant informa- lin lthcdgpverning otfh Ntor-thexl'g tw;reelz; ;hg t%mtét apggg;h .
" s Ra e Minister o . : on. reland in a wa at wou of all but the most e e
arranged 0 hf,v-einme %‘;3;} Home Affairs (Sir Dawson  Party for the first time to The acceptance by Mr.  have staggered Lord Craig | groups into which thesecat. .
SUpDIEREs a1 th C“- to and Bates ) dated February 23,  upholding the Northern Ire- Eddie McAteer of the role of avon and that induced in | clysms of recent years have g4
.glgregqlgnttl omi %a;%dap 1939: land state. L leader of the official opposi- every species of Unionist shattered the old Unionist o Rnl
e‘ﬁ r&t.ls .Prel_xggg. B---vgg’ “The Treaty signed in After 1949, Unionists re- tion in 1965, marked a return politician an agonising re- ! monolith and their predeces- i BN
x;ar;x :ndﬂvlv%ﬁe?oniegf-i’ﬂf:ciai %z}sl;:y (1;:3)38 betrweten tl:le ‘Bri- g‘:}‘;ﬁﬂi :':_l Pﬁ%ﬂlgsﬁﬁ :’;ﬁi 5: psglxlgmetntaryMpoliti_cs of ztaipp;'aisal Clof their entire poli- soi'?.l. ATy ci{ g hd it
Kt vernment and Mr, ; ’ e Devlin type. More impor- cal creed. ! lles 1n the tacil assump- g B
concessions, from Britain, deValera practically removed  paradoxically came to regard tant was the election of a new Disillusionment with the } tion that in any future con- \H; ¢
R ¢ all the grievances of Southern  Fianna Fail more favourably dynamic type of representa-  British is both profound and | stitutional arrangements:.for Bt 1531
BOUNDAR'ES - , Ireland except Partition. The than the rest, on the ground tive, e.g. Gerry Fitt, John general and in some cases ' Northern Ireland, friendly 4 }\
o R whole weight of the Govern-  that its policy had the merit Hume, Austin Currie. has gone to the extreme of relations with  the ~ main - < . ."T{ufs A

This then is how Anglo«’

ment of Eire and of the I.LR.A.
therefore is concentrated on

of consistency.
The shLort-lived 1.R.A, cam-

MINORITY GRIEVANCES 1n
Northern Ireland, long fester-

dallying witl: the notion of
an ' independent Ulster.”
The present lull after the

el - ———— p——

parties’ in the 26 Counties
will be essential and that

there is no questich of return-

v -
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Irish relations appeared in -~ obtaining their remainin paign of the fifties caused
1926. * The two .siates in demami,g a > Upited Irela-ndg, just a skight upset to Unionist  ing and none the less real  storms in the Assembly ' ing to the isolationism of i B
+ Ireland had accepted. each . though  outwardly  their  complacency. By 1958 there  for being ignored, came to a  (1973-) and the Convention ' Craigavon,  Andrews, or HE
other's boundariés. and .were - methods may vary.” was in Stormont a “loyal”  head in the disturbances of  (1975-6) may lead to a fresh ' Brookeborough. Or to ex- 'Z’L‘g.
Joined in a treaty’ ofaword: With this degree of mutual opposition, comprising four 1968. Events since then are round of negotiations between ; press it in the simplest ‘;
Far from ,r_eg_a,_'x_',d‘x‘t}gl_;_;g,t!{e_‘;; incomprehension the two N.ILL.P. members- of whom too recent to need recapitula- the S.D.L.P. and the more ; terms — a recognition that 31t ;%-’{_:
boundary. se‘vtlemeqtj‘as;a"dlp', i governments faced the Mr. David Bleakley was the tion and indeed to be placed realistic Unionists, since it Northern Ireland is part ‘!:?RL- F
lomatic defeat after.the man< ¥ Second World War. While best known. There followed in perspective, A few tcnla- 1s hard to find anyone who ° Ireland. S 1,‘._'

ner of ‘subskyuent: genera-’:

tions theFree State' Govern:.
triumph for.good: sense.—=1as <
Sy Mr, Cosgrave's. speech ;:qqoteq';;_;«;

de Valera strove successfuilly
to maintain Ilrish neutrality,
the Unionists continually
protested their loyalty to the
Empire. (In his last broad-
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above indicates. R cast, in 1940, Craigavon said: A

The: eruption. of Fianna > “We are King’s men and sg;,
Fail on:the-.scene was:most - King's men we shall re- s ¥
unwelcome to the Northern.. main.”)

Unjonists.. Mr:: de'. Valera wis. -
.greatly distrusted by, them;'1n‘:
Dublin, in°1921);Creig:found’

/4 o g 7

i

South’:Dowa: "constituency:

w. . Ontwoicounts; his Republi
i ;i can'beliéfsiand ‘his‘insisten
. 5700 the s matural’ unity’
% ‘Ireland,’ Unionists knew .

expect ;from:

i Sould neversexpect rom._de
#:-Valera the comfortahlé accon
1\ modation"’provided” by #h
= Cosgrave fgovernment.
REPYY Is e

\

mention : the &.yaltable s in-
sights  {nto.: official . thinking '

continuing’ fo 'stand’; for ; the ' (8

3
- . s ’ '.‘

o . . ok 5 £ Se s Iy . =

¢ inttNorthern:Ireland. which 5

7of  the  British G0
"Office ™ in: Be

.

#Cabinet

OPINION

land tended to ignore events
douth of the Border. An un-

fast, while London is 700.
The end of the war brought
in .its train the overwhelm-
ing Labour victory in the
Westminister general election
and a sharp loss 6f Unionist
support in the Stormont elec
tion of the same month (July

1845). The prospect of having -
t0 work with a British~

Government committed to a
Lefty programme ol socialist
legislation made the Unionist

Government, now led by Sir §

Basil Brooke—he and Craig

avon between -them held the °

premiership for. .39 years—to
aﬂﬂt a low-.profile..
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him';obsessed ;with:the:ipast, .~ It may also be mentioned N
and Unionist:suspicions.were’;: that from this period, organs N NREN
further aroused:by. de-Valera'::} of opinion in Northern Ire |

" for. which he wase{ected‘un instructed foreign reader of
: til 193875 | . . o 'trhg; New: dLe%ter uc;r Belfast
*' * Thig ﬁh i regary ed-iasria v Ane: elegrap uring inese years
A Challengeetgthefekiﬁmﬂci"‘a would not realise that Dublin
%+ ‘the”Northern'Ireland-system is 3 mere 100 mileés from Bel- }

tid departm N
3 in=1846 ‘did.notiattract.much . e

g3 he“period:1921:45" Partition iof 1Ireland- Leagua - LR L

rito:be theré.for dlltime.
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parties in the 26 Counties

‘was emotionally or strate-

gically prepared for the
problem created by the

. turmoil ., which broke out

in the North in 1969.

The Civil Rights move-
ment had been gathering
momentum in the previous
year and when the organ-
isation became actively in-
volved in street politics its
actions were looked on
with benign enthusiasm by
politicians in the South.

The attack on Derry’'s Bog-
side and on Catholic areas of
Belfast by Protestant mobs
led by RU,C and “B” Specials
brought a new dimension to
the Northern problem and a
despairing appeal for help and
protection to Dublin.

The Fianna Fail Govern-
ment of that time was placed
in the kind of dilemma none
i,c:f, its predecessors had to
tace. For the first time tele-
vision brought into the homes
of people in the South the
réality of the besieged posi-
tion of Catholics in the Bog-
side and Falls. Because of
Fianna Fail's commitment to
a united Ireland as the
primpary aim of party policy,
the besieged minority looked
with particular confidence to
the Government in Dublin.

Many frustrated people in
the South, also anxious to
relieve their Catholic neigh-
bours in the North, waited
hopefully for a_move by the
Government. The situation
was obviously desperate and
it wis Decessary that
decisions be taken quickly:

It is difficult for many
people in the South now to
appreciate the extent of the
fear that gripped the North-
ern minority in 1969 in Derry
angp Belfast. There was wide-
scale conviction, particularly
in Belfast, that unless help
came quickly from the United
Nations, Dublin or Lonfdon,
hundreds of Catholic families
would be wiped out. At the
height of the attack in Bel-
fast, well-armed and police-
led mobs were held off by
men and boys with sticks and
stones and with a small col-
lection of ten guns—another
gun would not work. A
judicious distribution of the
weapons and the creation of
much noise led the attackers
to believe that the defence
was much better equipped.

It was in an atmosphere of
confusion and concern that
the Dublin Government came
fogether in the middle of

By GENE McKENNA

,WHILE most of the main
‘objectives of the  party
:had been fully or partly
achieved, Mr. Tommy
.Mullins, one of Fianna
Fail's ‘leading organisa-

.tional . figures during the

'past 50 years, .has one

- major regret — that the

,party never extended its
actmtles to the North.

:Mr Mullins, a wvice-pre-
-sident of Fianpa Fail who
-wag general secretary of the
party. for a record 29 -years,
.saSVS' It was a mistake. that
\ “dﬁd not organise’in the
North. We. should have gone
“in.and.I feel our presence
.could ;have solved a lot of
ﬁthe problems up there.”
Mr; :Mullins_recalls that, at
the “first. Ardfheis they held
~1in ~1926;. representamves from

, tthe North were-in attendance.

“They, advised us ‘that .it
=would vonly worsen = matters
upf‘there if we organised
“Fianna Fail up North. .

~ 2 *We accepfed.’ their advice
'andA.tbe decision was taken

-that . 'we would mnot go inm,”
4 recaﬂs ‘Mr;  Mullins. ~“But,

-lookin back now, I feel we
£ 'thing We

;long "ago.’ -

=5 His other. gieat regrét on

Iook:ing ‘back'-over -thé- Half-
century,a isthat Fianna ~Fail

"dxd inot. W”St}cceed in putting

'ofl the:langua
-could d:aVe"*done ‘more,” he.
PR says:“And"" with the -present

= ‘-ff_~‘Government’

“have :10

" Stlfe; Irish. lpnguage “on: a

ooting:-whereby we’ ‘would
fb‘e’;'a Mhngual ‘nation,

--4’;“!‘ "“feel*" ‘we'Smade, great

th the: restorati
SR get buts “We, B

- at:tltude to-

’

wards?the 'language. we.
do «an’ ‘awful lot of
WOrK for it ‘when " we 'get
c’k inbo power, as:]-am sure
Wil ',che next General

polntment* ‘bo‘f» ~the P pubfic
iy ces;‘ mustt.tl))le restored i;s
g .fim (o 83?&“5 S
: __.:(.’:’J"Thei' mppi b
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August, 1969, Ministers hav-
ing been hastxly summoned
from their holidays.

Some members of the
Government were in favour
of the Irish Army's going
across the border to relieve
the situation in Derry. Such
a development, it was
suggested could also lead to
the creation of an inter-
national incident which would
inevitably lead to the demand

for the immediate despatch of

United Nations troops to
Northern Irelangd.
Other Ministers were

against the proposal on the
grounds that it would put
Catholics in Belfast and in
isolated areas of Northern
Ireland at much greater risk
than they were already, apart
from the consideration that
it could lead to a confronta
tion with the British army.
Most of the information avail-
able at the time suggests that
the British army had instruc-
tions if they met the Irish
Army in the course of their
duties to bid them "good
morrow.”

One senior Minister, im-
patient with the ' turn of
events and convinced that
action neefied to be taken
immediately, left the Govern-
ment meeting in some anger
determined to bring  help
with a group of friends from
Dublin to the Bogside. He
was persuaded by President
de Valera when he went to
Aras an Uachtarian to aban-
don his scheme. His friends
went by car to Derry with
help.

The eventual decision of
the Government was to move
up Army units to the Border
and to set up field hospitals
to deal with a possible mas-
sive refugee problem. It was
also agreed that the then
Taoiseach, Mr. Lynch, should
make a strong statement on
.television and radio that the

brated figures, being a T.D.
between 1927 and 1932, leader
of the Senate for 16 years
from 1957 until his retire-
ment in 1973 and a member
of Cork County Council for
six years.

He was director of pub-
licity for the organisation for
12 years from 1933 before
beginning his long stint as
general secretary, on the
which he
received a special presen-
tation from party leader,
Mr. Jack Lynch, for his long
service.

A special presentation was
also made on the same
occasion to Mr. Mullin's wife,
Bridie, who herself has beep
a tireless worker by her
husband’s side for 41 years.

He was a close personal
friend and confidante of the
late President de Valera and
worked side- by side with him
for many years. He first met
“The Chief” in Ennis in 1917
and his last meeting was a
week before Mr. de Valera's
death. Mrs. Bridie Mullins
recalls: “Dev told Tommy as

- we were leaving him that

day: ‘Mind the organisation’.”

As soon as he was 12 years
of age, Tommy Mulling en-
rolled in Fianna Eireann and
transferred to the volunteers
at 16. A year later, he was
facing a British court martial
and serving a six-month sen-
tence in Wormwood Scrubs.
He spent 3% years in jail in
all, including Belfast, Bally-
kinlar and Spike. He was
sentenced to death after
another court martial during
the Civil War and served
time in Waterford, Mountjoy
and Harepark,

FIRST MOTION

The birth of Fianna Fail
was -now not far away. “When
the camps were emptied in
1924, we all had a terrible

feelm of depression, We had
1ost. tge waexg and there did

not seem to be much hope

fory the. Republic. All that

- was-happening - was -the drift
to. the” chip.

of -~ ‘membet going down to Oork
every, week and.seeing the
77 'many “fine -young “men*and
8" women' going away,” -he -says.
: <] e, mtls :'We“all ‘joined
the ;Sinn;Fein'o

¢been’ \vorkedxpu
fOrxthe ioundaoton of Fianna
I"all“we..bega 50 get. dow
- "to'the hard: “work of ‘organis-

" lng: meetings ‘and - fomjng' .

-

Onc%s"the%ﬁnluel*‘»
‘Catholics.
S YRor seveoal \years,” Mr!

..'Muliina ~ SAY8; “we' had’ an
eminent iPreabyterian chumh-

Irish Government could no
longer stand by and watch
what was happening in
Northern Ireland.

The speech had a double-
edged effect. It eased the
anxiety of the people in Derry
but it added considerably to
the fears of the besieged
Catholics in Belfast

The reality of the situation
in relation to the Irish Army
of the time was that it was
badly run down and ill
equipped to provide any
assistance to the beleagured
Catholics, even in Derry. A
drastic overhaul was sub-
sequently initiated.

Within days of these events,
groups of people started
coming south to ask for help.
They were interested in
financial and medical aids
but basically, most of them
were concerned with defend-
ing their homes, which meant
one thing only—guns.

Politicians in Dublin were
very sympathetic to their
problems and there is evi-
dence to suggest that mem-
bers of all three parties were
willing to give help of one
kind or another. The Govern-
ment initiated the prepara-
tion of contingency plans to
deal with what was described
as a doomsday situation In
Northern Ireland.

Much of the later con-
fusion and many of the differ-
ent Iinterpretations put on
events during the later Arms
Crisis in 1970 may have been
due to Northerners’ convic-
ton that doomsday had
already arrived while some
members, at least, of the
Irish Government appear to
have been talking about a
situation that could arise in
the future.

This is the only logical ex-
planation for the different
and conflicting statements
made later by some of the
main characters in the drama.

cumainn. It was a Republican
party, because nobody was in
it except ex-prisoners.”

Mr. Mullins recalls that it
was he who had the honour
of proposing the first motion
at the inaugural Fianna Fail
Ardfheis on November 22,
1926, when he was a dele-
gate for Cork West. This
motion was to the effect that
the party’s primary aim
“should be defined as the
achievement of one Ireland
and that free.” After discus-
sion, this was changed to
read “to achieve the unity
and independence of Ireland
as a Republic.” Mr. Mullins
also proposed three other
motions on that historic
occasion.

COLLECTIONS

One of these was a motion,
which was adopted, that they
ask each branch of the assoc-
jations In America to “adopt”
a constituency and help them
to finance elections. "“Our
American friends really did
us proud and provided the
‘Sinews of war’ for the two
elections which were to come
within three months of each
other in 1927,” he said. “But
Dev laid it down after that
Ardfheis that we would never

“again go outside the country

for financial help and that
has always been adhered to.”

One of the fund-raising
ventures resulting from this
decision was the national
church gate collection which
realised £2,000 in 1928 and
which last year brought in
£106,000.

“We had some difficulty
with the Church — and in
particular with some bishops

~and parish priests — about

this collection,” recals Mr.
Mullins. “And, indeed, the
problem was not fully ironed
out until 1960. Some of the
clergy, apparently, felt they
owned the streets outside, as
well as the churches. We
often had sermons from the
pulpit denouncing the col-
lection. But eventually we

came to an agreement and(_

the arrangement whereby we
would not put our tables on

church grounds solved the
problem.”

Fianna Fail, says Mr.
Mullins, was the one party

in' ‘Irish history which suc-
ceeded' in abolishing dis

" gension - and uniting people

from both sidés in the Civil

‘War. -1t was. totally . non-
ng ig:traﬁan. ‘he. recalls, and the
‘National"
sintluded: Quakera. Methodists,

Executive “has

Anglimsme ‘.. .Presbyterians,
and. a,fJew."«

[ At UL

-----

THE IRISH PRESS WEDNESDAY MAY 26 1976

e Arms

Northern spokesmen claimed
that they were promised the
means to defend themselves.
Mr. Kevin Boland, who was
then a member of the
Government, also claims they
were led to believe that help
would be made available to
them.

That the Irish Government
was prepared to come to their
ald in a doomsday situation
there is no doubt as later
developments showed. In
April, 1970, on the orders of
the then Minister for Defence,
Mr. Gibbons, a consignment
of guns was sent to a Border
barracks from Dublin after an
another member of the
Cabinet, Mr. Neil Blaney, had
him stopped by Gardai in
Naas to receive a telephone
message that Ballymurphy
was under another savage
attack. Mr. Gibbons was un-
able to contact the Taciseach,
Mr. Lynch, that evening for
advice but he countermanfed
the order the following day
when it was learned the
attack was not so serious as
was first feared.

Mr. Gibbons was then a
comparatively junior member
of the Government in terms
of experience and it is highly
unlikely he would have made
his order in the first place
unless he was aware of a
GGovernment decision to pro-
vide for a desperate situation.

There was the further
development that men from
Northern Ireland were
admitted into the Defence
Forces where they received
basic training—including the
use of weapons. This was cne
of the requests made by
members of different deputa-
tions from Northern Irkland
who came to Dublin seekiny
help.

Considerable confusion has
remained 1n the public mind
about the nature of the assur-
ances given to these denuta-
tions by members of the
Government.

Mr. Lynch told the Dail
subsequently that he made it
clear to any deputation ho
met personally that peither
overtly nor covertly would
guns be made available. A
senior member of the
Cabinet also told me that on
any occasion he met these
deputations he assured them
of the Government's concern
but was equally adamant that
suns would not be handed
over.

Other members of the
Government must not have
been so explicit. All the
evidence suggests that many
of these zroups went back to

the North believing that the
Government
abandoned.

Northern

Dubin

not see
Most  of
people had

them

savagery of
IRA.

NO LET DOWN

They

happy, at
their

Dublin
down.

For the
Government,
party
sciously

test and after

Colley

When, three years later, Mr.
Lynch became 11l at a Fianna
dinner 1In
reports sugzsesteed that s il

Fal

Mr. Tommy Mullins

man, Rev. Dr. J. A. Hamilton
Irwin, on the national execu-
tive. He would come along
year after year and offer him-
self for election. And he
would invariably top the poll,
beating such people as Sean
Moylan, Oscar Traynor and
Paddy Ruttledge.”

Mrs. Mullins recalls the
many years of effort expended
by her husband in the fore-
front of the party's organisa-
tional machine. “Often Tommy
would be here until 2 o’clock
in the morning working on
publicity with the late Mr.
Erskine Childers. But we have
never thought very much
about time we have devoted
to Fianna Fail as work. It has
been our life.”

Mrs. Mullins, a former
schoolteacher who comes
from Curraha, Co. Meath,

says: “We remember the
times when we had very
little, We often did not know
how we had enough to eat.
When Fianpna Fail began, it
was a do-or-die effort for the
country, for we knew if we
failed it would be the end
of the Republic in earnest.”

Mr. Mulling says: “The
backbone of Fianna Fail was
the dispossessed class, not
those with the big jobs.
People who had little, like the
unemployed, stood -solid when
it mmﬁtered and ‘we came
through.”

Speaking of the democracy
which, he says, was always @
feature of the party, Mr.

‘Mullins says: “Dev was the

greatest democrat 1 have

vvvvvvvvv

ever seen.
al the

tant

Mr. Mullins

views on the wviolence which
1s going on in lIreland today.
“Every time we are on the
verge of breakthrough, some-
like the
trouble breaks out.

“Those who are engzized in
the present violence have a
bloody neck to take the pname
he said. "“Their

assassinations
and violence here and
Britain is disgraceful.
they are doing is not going
to help the well-being of this
country in any way.”

Stating that he
there are -many “misguided
young men"” involved in the
troubles, Mr. Mullins advises
“Get out -
organisation and get into the

thing

of the LR.A."
campaign of

them:

political arena.”

And, eaithough he believes
the present violence is hav-
ing an adverse effect on the
prospects of Irish unity
still feels that that ddeal is
“not too long away".

these
nothing
with paramilitary groups and
were horrified by
the Provisional

were peaceful
who were terrified
safety of their families. They
came in fear; they went home
least,
worst came to the worst—and
terror led
believe this was inevitable—
would not

Filanna
other

had mounted an un-
successful challenge.

ind the organisation’, said Dev

It often happened
National Executive
meeuing when we were, per-
haps, discussing some impor-
national subject that a
country delezate with a local
complaint about a drain or
some such seemingly minor
topic would attempt to intro-
Bce his grievance. Some dele-
zates would shout him down
but Dev would rebuke them
and allow the country dele-
cate to make his point.
was Dev and that was why
he was such a great man and
a greal democrat.”

ar’t

for the

internal
matters had subcon-

complicated
Northern problem. Mr. Lynech
had hecome leader of Fianna
Fail in 1966 after Mr. Blaney
and Mr. Charles J. Haughey
had withdrawn from the con-

~with de

present

realises

ness was more serious than
it proved to be. In fact, his
illness was caused by smok-
ing borrowed tobacco after he
had forgotten to bring his
own brand to the function.

About the same time it was
suggested that President de
Valera, now old and feeling
the strain of a second term
of office which he had never
really wished to undertake,
was anxlous to retire. It
seemed a possible idevelop-
ment that Mr. Lynch would
g0 to Aras an Uachtaran in
his place. The succession race
started again behind the
scenes.

ADMONISHED

Another complication arose
from the fact that some
people In Fianna Fail had
never quite accepted the
party policy ruled out viol-
ence in all circumstances as
a means of achieving a united
Ireland.

Mr. Rlaney was one of
these. In  support of s
thesis, he made a well
publicised speech in 1968
rlaiming that Fianna Fail's
nbjective was a peaceiul
solution to the Northern

problem but that the party
hid never ruled out force If
the circumstances warranted
it. Mr. Lynch immediately
issued a statement in line
Valera’s message
nearly 50 years earlier that
even if the North could be
brought into a united Ireland
by force, he would not wish
to have any part ‘g such a
solution.

‘Mr. Blaney took the correc-
tion lightly and went off to
make a second speech along
the same lines as before. Mr.
Lynch admonished him: Mr.
Blaney shrugged it off. No
love was lost between the two
men and when after the 1969
general election, Mr. Lynch
indicated he was considering
moving Mr. Blaney from
Agriculture to a new post.
Mr. Blaney is sail to have
thumped the table vigorously
and to have banged out of
the room.

A further complication for
all the parties in the South
was that none of them had
even properly clarified its
attitude to violence emana-
ting from within Northern
Ireland. Over the years since
independence, Irish govern-
ments had dealt with ]RA
violence from this side of the
Border by means of interment
and general Garda activity
agzainst known members of
the organisation.

A CHALLENGE

Now. there were indica
tions of the growth of a new
IRA movement, later 1o
become known as the Pro-
visionals, mainly from with-
in Northern Ireland itself.

A number of Oireachtas
members of Fianna Fail and
of the Labour Party and am-
bivalent attitudes towards the
new IRA and Mr. Blaney
was to tell the Dail some
years later that he and people
like him helped to bring into
being what became known as
the Provisional IRA.

It took some years of savage
Provisional bombing and the
slaughter of many innocent
Irish- men, women and child-
ren before almost all politi-
cians in the South became
utterly opposed to the terrible
monster unleashed by the
Provisionals' offensive — a
campaign initiated with the
terrible killing and mulila-
tion of employees of the
Electricity Board office in
Belfast early 1n 1971,

But, that was in the future,
In the early turmoil of 196
and 1970 the emphasis was
on the protection of the
minority in Northern Ireland
against sectarian attacks from
the majority, aided by the
RUC and the “B" Specials.

The question of the use of
violence by the minority to
bring about a united Ireland
became a live issue at the
Fianna Fail Ardfheis when
Mr. Lynch became the first
leader of the party to -be
forced into the position of
having to challenge ' the
Ardfheis to declare that
Fianna Fail policy on a
unitel Ireland was confined
to peaceful means only.
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Violence was ruled out In
all circumstances to bring
about unity. Speeches - were
made by a number of dele-
gates asserting the right of
the people of Ireland to take
up arms far a united Ireland,
but Mr. Lynch got the en-
dorsement by an overwhelm-
ing majority for the policy
of peaceful means only.

Mr. Lynch's call to the
grass roots of Fianha F.
was the Inevitable outcome
of the arms crisis which
threatened to tear the party
apart between 1970 and 1973.

Efforts to secure guns by
sections of the  Northern
minority, particularly in Bel-
fast, had continued without

cease from the time of the ’

August, 1969 attacks. Several
groups in Belfast were stor-
ing small quantities of arms
in late 1969 and early 1970
from whatever source they
could be obtained, believing
it was only a matter of time
until another pogrom was
launched. The presence of the
British army was regarded at
best as a temporary reprieve.

[t was at this stage that
attention turned to Europe
as a possible source of guns
and ammunition. The later
arms trial and the investiga-
tion by the Committee of
Public Accounts into the ex-
penditure of the sum of
£100,000 voted by the Dail
for the relief of distress in
Northern Ireland brought to
light the most extraordinary
story in modern Irish
politics.

The country first became
aware of the strange events
that rocked the Fianna Fail
Government when in the
earty hours of a May morning
in 1970, Mr. Lynch announced
to the nation that he had
sacked two Ministers. Mr.
Haughey and Mr. Blaney.

ESTRANGED

A third Minister, Mr. Kevin
Boland, a close friend of Mr.
Blaney, resigned in protest.
A fourth member of the
Cabinet, Mr. Micheal 0
Morain, had resigned shortly
before these momentous
developments.

Mr. Lynch told the Dail
that the sacking of Mr.
Haughey and Mr. Blaney was
connected with an attempted
airlift of arms from the Con-

" tinent. Both men were sub-

sequently charged but Mr.
Blaney's case never got
beyond the District Court and
Mr. Haughey was later dis-
charged by a jury.

On the same morning that
Mr. Lynch anoounced the dis-
missals, British newspapers,
already tipped off by British

intelligence, carried stories
about attempted arms im-
ports.

Mr. Lynch told the Dail
he had first become aware
of these attempts only a
matter of days previously and
had immediately initiated en.
quiries. The Special Branch
at Dublin Castle had, as it
turned out, been engaged in
ft(n;:eit:)igatxons ltﬁto the case

me months previously.
What Mr. Lynch couldi not
tell the Dail was that a or
civil servant, aware of! the
Ganda enquiry and of the
allegations being made
against members of the
Government, had come to him
with an extensive file,

This man had first gone to
President de Valera because
of his uncertainty about the
nature of Government- invol-
vement. The President told

him to go straight away to
Taoiseach, Mr. Lynch, ol

DIVISIONS

The disappearance of four
senior Ministers from the
Fianna Fail Government at
the height of the Northern
crisis was the most damagxng
event in the history of Fianna
Fail. Even more. catastrophtc
was its effect .on:’ the “rank
and file of the party throug
out the country, -

Inev.itably. sides were
taken and it says. anuch for
Jack Lynch's : rappOtt with
Fianna ‘Fail ‘supporters that
he held them together during

those rough years ¢rom- 1970
50 that the -party‘dctuall

creased its percentage .o
poll in the 1973 genexal
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Outside the Four Courts, Mr. Blaney, Mr. Jerry Jones and Mr. L. Maguire.

But, there were embitter-
ments; friends of long stang.
ing became estiranged and
within the Parliamentary
Party, the tie that had bound
the group in the golden days
of the sixties when Charles J.
Haughey, Neil Blaney and the
late Donogh O'Malley were
looking at the political future
S0 enrthuaasncally were
weakened more than the
opponents of Fianna Faijl
could ever have accom-
phshetl

It is not possible for any
party, to lose one-quarter of
its Frontbench at one fell
swoop and hope to recover
easily from the blow. When
the earlier death of Donogh
O'Malley and the departure
later for Europe of Dr. Paddy
Hillery is taken into account,
it can be estimated what a
loss of talent Fianna Fail
suffered in a few years.

INDEPENDENT

That talent has nol becen

replaced to any appicciable
cxtent and cven tuouzit Mr
Haughey's return (v the
Frontbench last year  has

strengthened the quality ol
the Opposition, there remains
the question of what 1nizht
have been if 1969 had never
happened. Certain it is that
Mr. Blaney would not today be
sitting in a lonely Indepen-
dent $eat in the Dail back-
benches and that Mr. Boland
would not be on tic sije-
lines.

It was Fianna Fail's mifor
tune fo be faced in 1969 wiia
the kind of problem that po
previous Government had to
consider. That large numbers
of people from  MNorthern
lreland came south in those
terrible August days to seek
help and protection 1s nui
open {0 question or tu crite
ism; that another Govern
ment o. other political
parties might have responded
differently will never Dbe
known. A senior member of
the present Coalition Govern-
ment !spoke the truth when
he remarked some time age

"We were lucky not to be
in Government in 1969

annna Fail was not the
only party to have to come
to terms with the N.rihern
situation after 1969. Tre sub-
sequent statements and
actions of prominent nwiv
bers of the Labour Party In
dicated Labour was going
through the same trauni &<
Filanna Fail.

Evea Fine Gael, fur JlI 10>
apparent unity on law and
order, iwould have had a prob
lem in' dealing with the tlowd
of appeals from Northern
Ireland. It is difficult to o
visage! any Government 1

Dublin rejecting coldly apd
without qualification  the
pleas 'Of that time, oved

thouﬁh it is equally difficull
to envisage the manncr 10
which iprotection mizght have
been PPOVlded But, peoph
standing safely on the shore.
do notl tell a drowmng man
they cannot find a hivbell

. they shy they are scarching

for one.

ONFUSION

What the government 1D
London, which was ultimately
responsible, and in Dublmn.
had not foreseen or made pro-
visions| for dealing with the
1969 attacks on the minoryy
in Northern Ireland, it was
not D04sible nor should it be
expected that the people
under attack would act with-
out )siderable fear and
confusibnq Neither should 1t
cause nise that some of
this confusion spread to the
people fwhose hclp was being
sought,

The dust of 1969 has not
yet Setfled on politics, North
or South, but the events of
that’, yar and- their tragic
sequel thave, at. least, forced
many- people to think more
decply fabout the complexity
of the Northern problem and
to -disednd: forever ‘one hopes
much ‘of ‘the' supel‘ﬁcnal think-

Ing’ of thet past. ‘No more is

:g’); 1 eriu(:us cox;isttidera:lon
n ¢ proposition that
the simple: "nemoval of the
Bordér would bring about the
unity of - southern Catholics

and: norﬁxem Protestants
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t:he College on the night'

5 * *

e';,«‘._ durmg sMass except to open‘
< the. Bishop . approached with
- gad remained bowed while:

- ~Communion - to axﬁundred GO

% Zupfat.the rails.

look in
_ the stained-glass windows.
sance prince. He waited
- ‘Grakle's chances

cocked an ear.
After a short homily

subject: ‘

for Catholic

Vesey Fitzgerald
- Election of 1828

“Down through the years
km have stood side by side wi
in the struggle for faith and:
I cannot gloss over the regret
in more recent times, there
unfortunate tendency on the p

impressionable, perhaps

immature among you to be sv
cries and slogans, rather thar
guidance of your pastors. T
such confused thinking is tk

guided individuals have

s .f::IT HAD ‘BEEN. freezing fo
‘college. boys ‘spent the ted:
"t';the avenue: so' that ‘they . wo
- yiew: of: Devls: arrival for the,
Squaré:; There -had been',r
ould be no free time: that

. '-'?T:'-:grave s*élection poster at.

¢ niGaedheal ‘meeting. It was’
;---'- ;;_t.he Dean 'and most of the

BISHOP often spokelp
pdlpit, but “there was an;
wivgccasion,’ ‘As he alwaysi's

B Blshop, everybody knew.that
f%.«little man ‘with the. black,'s

.and the shock of creamy gne
og the pne-dxeu before tbe

3:}";3’.‘? There was a precautiona

*throats as the missal was-
Last Gospel and the Bxsho
pulpit. Ecce Sacerdos Magn
the least out-of-p
stately biblical figures that lc

was that of a Roman empe

those outside the door, who hs
in the

the Good Shepherd and ho
and mine know me”, he

“Dearly beloved brethren
Christ, on next Wednesday th
historic diocese of Killaloe:
polls to record their votes in a.(
"1, as your Bishop, on this oecg
past shall confine my rema:
exhortation that all who are‘e
- should avail themselves of -
' right to exercise the franchise

of a secret ballot was dearly.

fathers before you, who fough
Emancipation
- ensured Daniel O’Connell’s gre
in the

of

.‘l"".'
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for
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THE attempt to discuss:

the relationships between
a polmcal party and a
Church is more complex
than that of discussing
relationships of Church
and State in the same
period. However, the fact
‘that the political party in
question, Fianna Fail,
formed the government
for 32 of the 50 years of
its existence and that the
Church with which we are

maml concerned,
hierarclucal church,
enables one to trace

certain overt relationships
more easily.

The origins of Fianpa Fail
In" the anti-Treaty group in
the:Dail and subsequent anti-
Treaty forces in the Civil
War seemed to set a clear
pattern for future relation-
ship with the Church. The
bishops’ joint pastoral con
demning the activities of the
anti-Treaty forces and the ex-
communication of the
members of these forces.
might have been expected to
turn any  subsequent political
Organlsation of these forces
into a firmly anti-Church or
anticlerical force.

Irish revolutionaries have

however always been able to
distinguish their ‘“patriot-
-ism” and their “religion’..
, their . differentiated loyaIUm
"to’ Ireland and to the Church.
‘Mr. ‘de Valera voiced this
~ clearly in his parting message
16 tue Pope's delegate, Mon-
signor Luzio, .who had come
% study conditions in Iretand
dunng the Civil War: -

“Please give to the Holy
‘F gther my dutiful homage.
-Though - -nominally cut away
-from the body; of Holy Church
~We . are still’ .spiritually and
. mystically, - of it, -and we
-réfuse to: regard ourselves ex-

t&ptis his children.”

"Not all ‘of the anti-Treaty

.zmemw'ho later joined Fianna
s Fail’ vrould have shared de
,""Valeras 'intense  personal
-;Plety or:his careful insistence
4011‘“ “‘nominal . éxclusion,” but

eY Sh&.red a tradition which

tanm of bis-
ves on the

IS a
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IT HAD BEEN freezing for weeks and the
college boys spent the tea-break sliding on
the avenue so that they would have a good
view of Devis arrival for the final rally in the
Square, There: had beenr rumours that there
would be no free time that night to prevent
what the Dean of Studies called organised
hooliganism. He meant the burning of Cos-
grave’s election poster at the front gate of
the College on the night of the Cumann na
nGaedheal meeting. It was as simple as this:
the Dean and most of the other teachers,
both lay and clerical, were Free Staters, which
meant that the students were for Dev, come
hell or high water. And then there was the
businesg of the Bishop’s sermon at second
Mass on Sunday.

*x * %

THE BISHOP often spoke politics from the
pulpit, but there was an excuge on this
occasion. As he always stayed: with the
Bishop, everybody knew that the small, dapper
little man with the black suit, the fly-collar
and the shock of creamy grey hair, who knelt
on the prie-dieu before the High Altar was
President Cosgrave himself. He never stirred
during .Mass except to open his mouth when
the Bishop approached with the Host. His
head remained bowed while the curates gave
Communion to a hundred college -boys lined
up’ at the rails.

" There was a precautionary clearing of
throats as the missal was changed for the
Last Gospel and the Bishop ascended the
pulpit. Ecce Sacerdos Magnus. He did not
look in the lJeast out-of<place among the
stately biblical figures that looked down from
the stained-glass windows. His unmitred head
was that of a Roman emperor or a Renais-
sance prince. He waited for silence. Even
those outside the door, who had been debating
Grakle's chances in the Grand National,
cocked an ear. ‘

After a short homily on the parable of
the Good Shepherd and how “lI know mine
and mine Kknow me”, he warmed to his
subject: :

“Dearly beloved brethren and children in
Christ, on next Wednesday the people of this
historic diocese of Killaloe will go to the
polls to record their votes in a General Election.
1, as your Bishop, on this occasion as in the
past, shall confine my remarks to a sincere
exhortation that all who are entitled to do so
should avail themselves of their God-given
right to exercise the franchise. The privilege
of a secret ballot wag dearly bought by your
fathers before you, who fought the good fight
for Catholic Emancipation when they
ensured Daniel O’Connell’'s great victory over
Vesey Fitzgerald in the historic Clare
Election of 1828,

“Down through the years, your kith and
kin have stood side by side with your Bishops
in the struggle for faith and fatherland. But
1 cannot gloss over the regrettable fact that,
in more recent times, there has been an
unfortunate tendency on the part of the more
impressionable, perhaps I should say,
immature among you to be swayed by catch-
cries and slogans, rather than to accept the
guidance of your pastors. The outcome of
such confused thinking is that some mis-

guided individuals have turned their backs

" Church=State relations

THE attempt” to discuss
the relationships between
a political party and a
Church is more complex
than that of discussing of
relationships of Church

in 1932.

when they eventually entered
politics in 1926 and still more
so0 when they- came to power

This perhaps set the style
aloofness and
dence in relations
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Boyhood recollections of a de Valera rally in Clare by Michedl O hAodha.

on those who stand firmly for the mainten-
ance of law and order in public life and
have given their unthinking support to those
who would substitute-for the ballotdbox the
petrol can and the bullet.

“l need hardly remind you of the dire
consequences which followed on such
anarchy in our reecnt and tragic past. It was
perfidy of this kind that resulted in the
deaths of President Griffith and General
Collins. Arthur Griffith died of a broken
heart, and I need not recall for you the horror
of Michael Collins’s end. Never, never, did
the Woman of the Plercing Wail cry so
bitterly as that day at Beal na Blath.

- “But, as Scripture warns, let it not be said
of us that the children of this world were
wiser in their generation than the children
of light. So we can only pray that all the
Saints in Heaven, the Cherubim, Seraphim
and Choirs, shall join with Saint Flannan,
Saint Molua and Saint Senan to plead before
the Golden Throne that God may look down
on ail the DalcasSians gathered here in this
ancient See of Killaloe to ask beforé God's
altar for Divine protection and guidance for
our great President, William T. Cosgrave, ta
~whom we extend a cead mile ‘failte to this
ancient town of Ennis. In the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, Amep,”

For seconds, his ringing tones seemed to
echo in the Gothic crevices of the Pro-
Cathedral. Even the punters outside had to
hand it to him that it was a powerful sermon
which confirmed what they already knew,
that it was hardly likely that Saint Flannan or
the Bishop would vote for de Valera.

*x Kk %

THE MONOTONY of the sliding was broken
by the distant boom of a brass and reed
band in the Clarecastle direction. They were
still] a mile or more away, but the drums
reverberated like cannon over the level frozen
fields. The headlights of a car shone blue
as the stars which made an arch from the
Shannon to the sea.

At last the torchlight procession came
into view. The shoes of trotting farm horses
knocked sparks from the road metal. The
outriders, with meal bags for saddles and caps
with peaks reversed, surrounded the black
saloon. The more agile on horseback held
pitch-forks with turf-sods steeped in paraffin

which gave light and heat to the frozen
marchers. Some carried banners with
inscriptions — Dalcassians Abu — A Dhia
Saor Eire — Tradaree Remembers — To

Jesug Heart All Burpning — Tulla's Litue
Children.

In a fog of exhaled breath, the Newmarket-
on-Fergus Temperance Band pounded out
Clare's Dragoons. The college boys sang the
words they had learned from the little Belgian
organist who was their music master:

The flags we conquered in the fray
Look lone in Ypres's choir they say.
We'll win them company today

Or bravely die like Clare’s Dragoons.

The big black saloon suddenly stopped at
the College gates. A couple of stewards with
Sam Brown belts and trench coats clicked
heels and gave the salute as the tall figure
descended. He felt for the step with his foot.

He was covered by a great black frieze coat
down to his heels. When he reached the
ground he stood to attention,

hat across his heart, as if for the anthem:

Then fling your green flag to the sky,
Let Limerick be your battle cry,
And charge, till blood flows fetlock

high

Around the track of Clare’'s Dragoons.

The tall man in the black frieze coat made
all others look small as they lined up behind
him four deep. The band switched to Step
Tosg'ther, and the crowd marched after him
as if he were the Pied Piper At lcast fifty
college boys skipped over the wall and )oined
the procession to the O'Connell Monument in
the Square of Ennis.

*x * %

THAT Black Mick's sermon kept the priests
at home was the on-the-spot verdict of one of
the Praetorian Guard with the Sam Brown
belts, who were busy keeping the shawled
women of the Turnpike from going down on
their knees before the leader
blessing. A few young priests, teachers in the
College, viewed the proceedings
upstairs lounge of the Old Ground Hotel.
These were known to read THE IRISH PRESS
in the priests’ jakes, but were always careful

indepen-
to the

” by Prof. Enda

and State in the same
period. However, the fact
that the political party in
question, Fianna Fail,
formed the government
for 32 of the 50 years of
its existence and that the
Church with which we are
mainly concerned, is a
hierarchical church,
enables one to trace
certain overt relationships
more easily.

The origins of Fianna Fail
in thé anti-Treaty group in
the Dail and subsequent anti-
Treaty forces jn the -Civil
War seemed t0 set a clear
pattern for future relation-
ship with the Church. The
bishops’ joint pastoral con-
demning the activities of the
anti-Treaty forces and the ex-
communication of the
members of these  forces,
= might have been expected to
turn any-subsequent political
organisation - of these forces .
into a firmly anti-Church or
anticclerical force,, '

Irish rewvolutionaries have
however always been able to
distinguish their “patriot-
ism” and their ‘“religion”,,
their differentiated loyalties
to Ireland and to the Church.
Mr. de Valera voiced this
clearly in his parting message
to the Pope's delegate, Mon-
signor Luzio, who had::come
to study contitions in Ireland
during the Civil War:

“Please give to the Holy
Father dutiful homage.
Though nominally- cut .away
from the body:of-Holy,Church
we gre ,st‘i_nj.{spix,i';‘q‘al_br;__;,and
mystically - of. i, 'Tand -:-we
refuse to regard.ourselves ex-
- cept as his children:®

Not all of the anti-Treaty
men who later joined Flanna
Fail would ‘have shared de
Valera’s  “intense personal
piety or his-careful’insistence
on “nominal exclusion,” but
‘“‘tey 'Sh&rfd_' a .tx-agﬁcm;— Wh"%%
strongly. ; .distinguish
. between™ acceptancg .of - bis-
+ "hops'-*‘directives -on’ ‘ the
¥~ Dbationgl question 'and, ultl-
5, . JMateisalleglance’ to::.. the
: Church,:Inthis‘of ‘course .as
.ordinary: - parishioners :. they
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Hierarchy which they some-
times claimed for themselves,
in contrast with Fine Gael
for example.
matters were never so simple
as the impact of political
philosophy, of
issues and of leading person-
alities over 50 years reveals.

Leaving aside the violent
revolutionary background
which their main opponents
shared with Fiapna Fail up
to the Treaty, the national,
political
programme of the original
Sinn Fein which Fianna Fail
embraced owed no particular
inspiration to Catholicism and
yet contained little scope for
conflict with a church which
had given little attention to
most of these issues in terms

and socio-economic

4.\ '.
BN \l

McDonagh

gl ‘o Professor  of  Moral |
| 4. -Theology,  Maynooth |
particular College. f

Church as the one true
church, This was also the
position taken by Pope Pius
X1 despite the representa-
tiong of his Secretary of State,
Cardinal Pacelli, and his
papal successor as Pius XIlI.

Both Pope and Cardinal

occupations and traditions of
a people who might not have
articulated them in this way
but could recognise a par-
ticular articulation as to a
large extent valid.

The further development of
this emerged in 1944 with

of political and social bawever ke : . - R
, pt silent, as de the publication of the Report
thought in the first quarter  y,jera maintained his posi- of the (Government spon-
of this century. tion and put the Constitution  sered)  Commission on
The abolition of the Oath before the people. Some of Vocational Education under

and revising of the consti-
tutional links with Britain
were largely a matter of in-
difference to churchmen and

sufficiency were regarded as
desirable no doubt but purely
a matter of political planning
and decision. The Economic
War did draw some episcopal

" fire but the early years of

Fianna Fail, both in opposi-
tion and in government, scar-
cely impinged on Church
attitudes and positions, Poli-
tical philosophy was not very
developed or clear for any-

" biody.

Two quite separate
developments, one in the
State and the other in the
Church, came very near to
“providing a .more discernible
~political philosophy for each

nd so the elements of con-

ict between them.

The first of these was the
development of the 1837 Con-
stitution .-which . came to
replace that of 1922, There
is no need to rehearse present
.criticismi. of that Cotstitution
ialigned to its,assessment by
Nicholag Mansergh .in. 1853 as
attempting “toy reconcile the
notion’ of inglienable.popular
“sovereignty - with, the older
medigval - conception of 3
fheopratie tate” .-
.archy.at the.fime-and. in.par-

"Hcular_ ifs, chairman  Cardipal

*tion],of -the' Catholic: Church
/a8, ot 'go far “enoughaa it
Hiot ‘recognise the Catholle

.
-
1

:-respog@ng to the needs, pre- .

the people were pot -content
to be silent and led a vigor-
ous campaign into the ’'fifties
for full recognition of the

of Irish history and of the
relations between the Catholic
Church and the Fiaanna Fatl
party that Mr. Lynch should
have initiated a referendum
which led to the removal of
all that paragraph on the
churches in Article 44, while
Cardinal McRory's successor,
Cardinal Conway, declared
that he would not shed a tear
at its removal.

More significant from the
point of view of political
philosophy and prospecuve
conflict with the Church was
the enthusiastic adoption and
development of the Catholic
social thinking in the 1930s,
following Plus XI's encycl)-
cal Quaidragesimo Anno of
1831. - The foundation of
Muintir na Tire, the interest
in local community and co-
operative movements, par-
ticularly in rural areas, the
acceptance of “subsidiarity”
.and . local voluntary effort,
‘the centrality of the family
and parents’ rights—these ail
found their echoes in the
men and message of Fianna
Fail, © _

Some expression was given
-to them in Article 41 on the
.family and Article 45 on

copaland .government think
' werey . both

the chairmanship of Bishop
Michael Browne of Galway and
of a pamphlet by Bishop
Dignan of Clonfert on Social

: - Church. Security: Outlines of 4
- :ih gelo ﬁf:&o sed and econs%llnil_c_ _ L Scheme of MNational Health
oRe op It is one of the tiny 1ronies Insurance.

The rather peremptory dis-
missal by the Government of
both these documents effec-
tively ended any movemen!
towards the acceptance by the
government of de Valera of
Catholic social thinking as the
basis for social reform. The
manoeuvring of the Fianna
Fail Government in defence
of the 1947 and 1953 Health
Acts did not substantially
modify this attitude in Fianna
Fail.

In later and more harmoni-
ous times when the row over
the Mother and Child Scheme
under the first Coalition
Government had receded, Mr.
Lemass could speak in glow-
ing terms of the encyclicals
of Pope John and their use by
ministers.

But then both Fiaana Fail
and Church leaders had
moved a long way in their
attitudes to Catholic social
thinking and it was not in
the direction of the vocation-
alism, conporatism and sub-
stdiarity which had divided
them in the 'forties or 'fifties.
“Socialisation” had ecclesias-
tical respectability; State-
intervention and semi-Staté
bodies were the Government'’s

from both Cardinal Conway

Y Tneiveventualaignificance ' McRory; as’ de’'Valera .once  sogial: directives, It “would  response to' a multitude of
S 3l ﬁe’%fﬁeltglﬂh’imklghard . pérsopally’; explained: to. me, .however be asmistake to see  [problems. -
B, ;,-,%'.Jbéf.!gég;?;fi'l'he?}fledmn‘g,-;;fi'nem'-';-~;. ;. Article: 44 on the'special posi- _any: direct link between epls‘ Independent assurances

-and ‘Mr, Lemasg-in 1969 gbout -

how little contact there had

his soft feit

to ask his

from the

‘been between Hierarchy and
Government on  parucular
issues will not surprise the
thoughful observer or lead
him to reinterpret their
remarks as not excluding
secret pacts or covert col-
lusion. Historian John Whyte
in his highly praised book,
Church and State in Modern
lreland 1923-1970, finds that
there are 16 items of legisia-
tion out of about 1¥ ) 1In
which “one or more bishops
made

" were consulted or
representations”.

As he rightly remarks,
legislation is not the only

form of Government activity
ard policy-making, amd in
some areas where adminis
trative decisions were vital,
consultation or representa-
tion no doubt took place. This
applies particularly to
development of educational
policy in the 'sixties,

The relationship of Fianna
Fail with the Church on par-
ticular issues involving legis
lation or not, is at the
official level therefore fairly
tenuous. However, both in
their early opposition days, as
for example in regard to the
appointment of a librarian in
Mayo in 1931, they seemed,
on issues of possible differ-
ence, to espouse the official
church line.

This was reflected in their
governmental days in 'The
Criminal Law Amendment Bill
of 1935 and the constitutional
exclusion of divorce laws for
example. How far Fianna Fail
or any political party was con-

sciously echoing offictal
Chureh  policy on these
matters and how far it was
(rightly) interpreting the
mind of its voters it is diffi-
cult to say.

On a number of issues in-
volving legislation and other
policy statements and deci-
sions, 1t showad its imdepen-
dence on what were, or were
taken to be, the attitudes of

the Hierarchy. ®#ow far
Fianna Fail leaders were
rightly interpreting and

reflecting wider public atu-
tudes and how far they were
going beyond this to give a
lead in opposing ecclesiastical
attitudes is again not easy to
determine. In some instances
they did display indepen-
dence certainly and probably
leadership.

Apart from de Valera's
difficulties about Artcle 44,
his reaction to the Spanish
Civil War was particularly
noteworthy for its dindepen-
dence. Despite the widespread
sympathy in Ireland witl. the

‘Franco - side, the Fianna Fail

Government refused to with-
draw :its recognition of the
Republichn Government and
in February 1937 ¢he Dail
passed the Spanish Civil War

Clare’s great hero

Dev addressing a rally in Ennis in the late 'twenties.

to hide it again in the deep recesses of their
soutanes.

Ag the procession swung into O’Connpell
Street, Dev broke ranks and turned left into
the Market, where he bent himself in two to
enter the one-roomed cabin of a blind and
bed-ridden old woman who had done a week
in jail for shouting “Up de Valera” during
the East Clare Election of 1917. All around
her hat she wore a (ri-coloured ribbon-o,
even when in bed; and at the risk of suffoca-
tion by the crowd, she wouldn't take her
leave of Dev unti)l he heard her sing of a
truc love she never more would see.

It was little detours like this which undid
the harm of Black Mick's sermon. Even Dan
O'Connell seemed to have lost his grip on
the Banner County as he looked down from
his pedestal on a greater horde of dissidents
than he had ever addressed on that Square.
From the highest window of the convent, to
('Connell's left, a daft nun waving a Papal
flag, screeched "The Land for the People and
the Road for the Bullock".

* X X

THE Praetorian Guard seemed nervous and
plunged their hands into the pockets of their
trench-coats as Dev ascended the platform.
He had been arrested on that very spot at a
meeting after the Split, hut even his most

{Non - Intervention) Act,
which forbade Insh catizens
to enlist on either side.

This was in line with the
refusal to endorse the Com-
munist scare which had cer-
tain episcopal support in the
middle ‘thirties, At a much
later date a similar indepen-
dence was shown by party
members at a rather trivial
level in regard to the Yugo-
slav football match in 1933
and at a serious level in
regard to the proposed United
Nations debate on the admis-
sion of Red China at the end
of that decade.

It is worth recalling also de
Valera's dignifiad arad forth-
richt statement in the Dail
on the Fethard-on-Sea boycott
of 1957, in sharp conflict with
some episcopal pronounce-
ments and the reply of Mr.
Lynch in 1962 10 some epls-
copal criticism of its Depart-
ment of Industry and
Commerce.

In legislation, the key issue
of conflict was undoubtedly
health. It would be as naive
and unfair to see the mem-
bers of the Coalition Govern-
ment (1948-51) as either epis-
copal lackeys or men of
staunch Catholic principle as
1t would be to see the mem-
bers of the previous and
succeeding  Flanna Fail
governments as either heroic
resisters of 1mproper epis-
copal pressure or men
indifferent to <Catholic prin-
ciple and espicopal office.

Fianna Fail succeeded 1n
first of all avoiding conflict
and then resoviving it by a
combination of good Iluck,
greater government unity
more experience and skill in
dealing with such difficulties,
a tradition of aloofness from
the official Church and above
all a commanding leader 1n
the party and in the country.

On other issues such as the
Adoption Bill they consulted
closely and finally yielded on
the issues of adoption by
parents in mixed marriages,
for example, more than
would now be considered
acceptable. .

Later developments iIn
relaxation of censorship,
which would be an obvious
area of potential conflict with
churchmen, passed almost un-
noticed because of the chang-
ing need of the country and
no doubt of the church.

Educational developments
in the ‘sixtles created some
flurries and will continue to
do so, particularly as the
present Fianna Fail leader,

‘Mr. Lynch, ds on record as

favouring some form of inte-
grated or multi-denomina-
tional schooling, perhaps the
most serious of the potential
explosive points in Church-
State relations i Ireland in
the coming years,
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loyal supportens could not bear to hear 'himt :
once more begin his speech — “As I was ~
saying when so rudely fterrupted . . .7 . °

Erect and deadly pale, he looked down onm
the swaying crowd| which roared and tossed
beneath him like an Atlantic breaker. With
the cool accuracy of a mathematician, he knew
how much each roar was worth in votes. An
icy calm does not allow the disorder all
around him tp disturb his inner being. At
last there is silence, save for the screeching
nun, and he begin§ in a flat monotone.
Comfpared to Black Mick he is no orator.
He goes on and op about the Republic—the
Republic — the Republic — but the crowd
listens in hushed awe. He stirs some chord
and there is a ringing in their ears as he
talks about an ancient wrong in a new way.
Although it was!fifteen years since he first
came to Clare, he was still a stranger, a
Spaniard, a rugby player from Rockwell. But
he could talk to them in their own language;
the voice was not| that of the Bronx or of
Booterstown, but of Bruree, Croom and Bruff,
and of the rich County Limerick farmers who
took their holidays in Lisdoonvarna.
Still there was a cold menace in his
argument that tore at their breasts. Iooled
and bewildered by the windy rhetoric of Tom
Steele, the O’Gorman Mahon, Captain O’Shea
and Major Willie' ' Redsiond, the very sim-
plicity of the slogan, “No Annuities”, gained
the trust of those iwho were so often beaten
and betrayed. It was the continuation of a
long fight against! the Vandaleurs 'and the
O’Callaghan-Westropps, against the Inchi-
quins and Murrough of the Burnings.
He strung placenames like beads on a
rosary of remembrance; and the men of
Tulla, Bodyke and Corofin cheered wildly,
madly at every mention of their parish.
There was, and iS, a distinctive Clare roar,
once heard never: forgotten, hard to repro-
duce in sobriety, but more frightening and
terrible than an iarmy with banners. This
barbaric yawp could stir some feelings of
independence in that most abject of men —
the farm labourer| — then no better than a
slave. It was not the promises he gave, for
he gave few, but it was his indignation at
their lot that moved them in the dark recesses

of their souls. »
* *x X

A TUB-THUMPING chairman brought the
meeting to a close with a call for “Three
Cheers for the Hayro”. A.frenzy seized the
crowd, who saw the Hero-Light play around
the head of the Iceman. They felt in their
bones that this winterman in the long black
frieze coat would lead them out of bondage.
For better or for worse, for richer or for
poorer, they were tied to him until . . . By
the waters of Babylon they would never more
weep. Black Mick and his friends, Buck
Mulligan Gogarty . and Willie Cosgrave had
stepped into their niche in the past to
dream of Ireland,of the Dalcassians, of hopes,
conspiracies, of Arthur Griffith now . . . they
have forgotten Kevin Egan, not he them.
Remembering Thee O Sion.

The author s fdeputy director of Radio, -
RTE, and a director of the Abbey Theatre.
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Mr. de Valera with Pope Pius XII during a visit to' Rome

in ¢the “fifties.

In its present opposition
role, apart from Mr. Lynch's!
statement in schools, Fianna!
Fail has been rather ambiva-!
lent in matters affecting!
Church-State relations. ..s it
has accepted the necessity for
legislation on the availability
of contraceptives in the after-
math of the McGee case, it is
hard to see its rejection of
the 1974 Bill as any stand in
principle for “Catholic moral-
ity”. Afiter 16 years and some
of .the traumas. of its later;
years in  Government,
party is still:in- the  process
of rebuilding and renewal,

In the area of its relation; Irish'p
ship-with the Church at thi' ~-discer;
official s well as the popula
levels, the Fianna -Fail party| - betw
has quite an> honourdblg - .-'esse]
vecord, By Its stance of ‘dis{ ' ingiy

sary  distinctions:

The

or independence. .

=
'
3

eople

tance, influenced no doubt by
its origins, it has managed ‘to
maintain some of the neces-
between
Church'and State. Men "like -
Erskine Childers:and ;Robert'
Briscoe helped by keeping:its
lines of communication ;open.
to faiths. other :than- that.'of
-the majority Churh. - " v . =
religious ' .sincerity <+
of its members ‘and. ‘par- ¥
ticularly. of ‘some’ lof:wits . -3
leaders prevented: - aloofness .-

®  self-indulgent bishopbashing
or .anti<clericalism,':’ Asian)
party with' real *rig:ts‘in
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AS de°Valera pre_pared~t
launch- his’new: -political
party:atiLa ‘Scala Theatre,

-~Dublin;.,m May. 1926, hie
listed*-as’its: . second “ulti-

“mate " aim:"*“The restora-
tion; of. the Irish. language

" and the development of a

native Irish:culture.”

. For the prevlous few years-
‘he had shown growing dis-
quiet - about the precarious
position of Irish. “The lan-
guage cannot wait,” he wrote
in 1924, “until the dispute
between the Free State and
the: Republic is seftled . . .
The ' Republic could be re-
built even if it were ten
times as low, But if the lan-

~ guage is lost, it is lost for
ever.”

1t was a sentiment to which
de Valera would often return
during his public life, but out
of office he could do little
about it. He must have
watched impatiently on the
sidelines therefore as earlier
.~ colleagues of his in the
. Gaelic -League — Mac Neill
- Blythe,~ Mulcahy, Fionan
Lynch and the rest — wor-
ked out, bit by bit, how the
resources of the State could
be placed behind the revival

of Inish...

SUPPORT

By the time Fianna Fail
came to power in 1932 the
‘whole edifice of State sup-
port for the language had
already been erected.

From the introduction of
Irish into the Primary
Schools programme by the
Provisional Government on
St. _ Patrick’s Day 1922,

& Cumann na nGaedheal had

gradually extended the place

of the language throughout
. the whole educational pro-
: gramme,

The Second National Pro-
gramme:., Conference in 1925
26 recommended that all the
work of infant classes should
be in Irish, that the language
should be_ taught as a subject
to other .elasses and should
be gradially extended to
them as a teaching medium.

In order to provide a new
generation of Irish-speaking
teachers the Government. had
organised special courses in
1922-26 and set up the resi-
; dential preparatory colleges
: from 1926 on.

GRANTS

Tn 1925-8 special! capitation
.grants were offered to secon-
dary: schools. teaching some
or ' all ‘subjects .through Irish
" and the classification into A
schools, Bl schools and B2
schools came into ‘being. In
19278 the language was
.placed -on. the programme_of
“all' secondary schools and bie-
came an essential subject for
the. Intermediate Certificate.
It.lwas Cumann na nGaed-
heal, too, that had introduced
lnstruct:on through Irish at
universxty level by increases
for th:s pllrpose in the*annual
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O. Fiaich

and President

by Mgr. 'I'omasf‘:

Distinguished lmgmst;\
of
Maynooth College.

grants to the constituent col-
leges of N.UI in 19267,
and by the U.C.G. Act of

1929.

In regard to the Irish
speaking areas of the country,
the Cogerave Government
based much of its policy on
the findings of the Gaeltacht
Commission, set-up in Janu-
ary 1925. Its report, presented
in July 1926, led to the de-
limitation of the Fior-Ghael-
tacht and Breac-Ghaeltacht
areas which °~ remained in
force for 30 years. -

The Government imple-
mented several — but by no
means al — of the Com-
mission’s recommendations,
particularly those aimed at
promoting the use of Irish
in education and in local
administration.

Before leaving the Cumann
na nGaedheal regime it is
necessary to refer finally to
some of the schemes which
it introduced for the pro-
motion of Irish in cultural
and everyday affairs. Of these
 the most productive—though

_'also probably the most criti-

cised — was its scheme
(popularly known as An
Giim) for the publication of
general literature in Irish,

CREDITABLE

From its first faltering
steps in 1925 it had built up
a small but creditable output
by 1932. It had also, under
the influence of the late
Earnin de Blaghd, begun the
change-over of books in Irish
to Roman type, something
which was suddenly halted
with the change of govern-
ment and it initiated the
practice -— admittedly on a
very small scale — of giving
grants to non-State agencies
to assist them in their pro-
motion of tie language.

It was necessary to indi-
cate thus at some length what
had already been initiated be-
fore 1932 in order that Fianna
F{nl inefforts on behalf of

guage might be seen
for what they really were —
a continuation rather thdn a
new beginning. This was not
necessarily a bad thing, as
Irish seemed to be making
steady progress in the schools
at the time of the change of
government and for many
years after,

Fianna Fail came to power
in 1934 with the image of

being a more “Imish” party

than its predecessors and for
the next 30 years or so it
probably held on to the
majority of Irish-speaking
voters, both in the Gaeltacht
and outside it.

Not- only Dev himself, but
many of the old guard like
Sean T. O Ceallaigh, Tom
Derrig, Frank Adken ete., paid
frequent visits to  the
Gaeltacht, opened feiseanna,
urged the learning and speak-
ing of Irish and gave a fine
example themselves.

IMPETUS

Hence the threefold pro-
motion of the language —
which their predecessors had
inaugurated in the educa-
tional system, the Gaeltacht
and everyday life—received a
fresh impetus under the new
regime.

The Department of Educa-
tion report for 1930-31 had
stated: “It does not seem as
if, under present circum-
stances, the bulk of the work
in the national schools will be
done through Irish until the
late ’forties of the present
century.”

Fianna Fail continued to
encourage the change-over
and by the ’forties the
number of primary schools
teaching through Irish had
almost trebled. But by that
time the early enthusiasm
was beginning to wane,
voices were being raised in
opposition and Fianna Fail
desisted from further efforts
to make Irish the language
of the primary schools.

PHASING OUT

The alternating govern-
ments of the 1950s left Irish
more or less where they
found is as far .as the
primary schools were coo-
cerned, but by 1960 it was
obvious that Fianna Fail
were having second thoughts
about teaching through Irish.
Under a Fianna Fail Minister
for Education the Department
began phasing out the use
of Irish as a teaching
medium, -

With the amount of time
devoted to Irish under attack
it became imperative to seek
more efficient teaching
methods and an tAth Colman

O  Huallachain's pioneer
yvork_ in applying modern
linguistic analysis to the

a “machine party” in which dissent was not

Part of me always had a
strong dislike of politics. I
was a soldier basically and
the whole business of politics
-was’ too- slow.

“I could never be entirely
happy about a situation
where politics to0k years to

. -achieve what- force could

achleve overnight. Something
about the effectiv of
7. force-has always appealed to
.-me. Maybe. it was because we
hved through exciting tlmes.

- Since ‘he can be critical of
Mr Lynch’s role in 1969, I

~ asked him how he felt about

~the fact that Eamon de Valera
* —=the one man for whom he
-had. . unbounded- admiration—
had never deldvered the Six
Counties. “The funny thing
* iz L.always believed “the old
‘boy would ,do ‘it.. I was al-
- ways- eonvmced,he had a-plan.

Dev Valem. acconding to

~'Corry ‘was *as cute-as a fox.”

sayx»that you' never- knew

+I-wanted -to’ be-
lieve he'd get us the North
I .regarded him, after all, as
the greatest Irishman of the
lot. And I still do. I think I

- believed that'even up to. the

‘day- he :died -*Dev” .would do

-.;eomeﬂzing. ‘Theré was.no one

,like him. The:new crowd are
-+ o different: ., -

7 uMartin: smﬂed sounly and

"f‘w:ﬂddled -with: his: pipe. For a

;= whila:he. ‘was -lost in. his: own

_thoughts. w1 wag: g+ member

4;ment ﬁnce 1813, And I got to
be"afstatf

.3 ;‘J\A.
-' -\"t’"

Rarded the
,on.lEWe wantedJa

" doesn’t mind.

;,?:aumep *inithe

: »it qn'ﬂw*‘rloor
,g,...»@e.Me {thing”

tolerated Fianna Fail always contained a strong
radical element one aspect of which is exemplified

~inthis intemew with a colourful old party figure,
Martin ‘Corry. o

Outside the rain was com-
ing down over the green
fields of Martin’s farm at
Glounthane, about seven
miles east of Cork city.

“Dev was a very strict
man, you know. When he said
something he meant it. Once
he made up his mind about
something, that was it —~ like
neutrality in World War Il
He was like that. An inspir-
ing figure. I followed him for
most of my life. And I'd do
it again. He even changed my
mind a bit about politics.”
He smiled sourly and shook
his grey head.

People who are close to
Martin say that he has always
been disappointed that “ The
Chief” never gave him even
a junior government post. But
he claims himself that he
“I was to be
Parliamentary Secretary once
under Paddy Rutledge. But I
was informed I'd have to go
into the Department of Lands
and do as I was told. That
was enough for me. I told the
Chief I wasn't interested. And
bhe n'e.yer offered me another

Martin Corry was a T.D. for
42 years.up to 1969, and today
he is still aotive in Cork
County Council. The slightly
hunched, grey-haired figure
with the pipe is a familiar
sight in the council chamber,
And, although he takes the
odd “slagglng” from his poli-
tical opponents, Martin is a
respected member whose rum-
bustious interventions invari-
ably- attract attention.

:Despite his age his mem-
ories of the early days of
Fianna Fail are still fresh.
“I recall very,clearly the day
in’ 1927 ‘when*we entered the
Dail. All that fuss about signe
ing’the:book ‘and; taking the
_Oath- was ‘ridiculous,

“f"“Dev*-’pushed the Bible to

the Aother:end .of the.table.
And*I*thlnk :{Doctor Jim put

asanemty
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language—-which led to the
production of Buntus Cainte
--must have come as a god-
send. :

Certainly Fianna Fail
seemed to pin their fan:h on
it during their remaining
years in office

To the position of the
language, as they found it, in
the secondary schools Fianna
Fail added two important
measures which can now be
seen to have produced mixed
fruits. The first, of these
resulted in Irish becomjng an
essential subject for the
Leaving Certificate from 1934

- 00,

During the controversies
about “compulsory Irish” in
the 1950s and 1960s it was
noticeable that the main fire
of those opposed to compul-
sion was concentrated on the
Leaving Certificate. @ What
made the policy particularly
vulnerable was, of course,
that some students failed the
whole examination annually
because of failing in Irish,
and the language came to be
looked upon as an obstacle
to advancement.

If Fianna Fail came to be
identified as the party of
“compulsory Irish” in the
1960s, and Fine Gael as the
party opposed to it, it was
almost completely due to this
one measure. Yet the earlier
Interparty and Coalition
governments had taken no
steps to repeal it,

ORAL EXAMS

The other Important Fianna
Fail change in the teaching of
the language at secondary
school level was the intro-

duction of an oral examin-

ation in the Leaving Certifi-
cate in 1960. It was a change
which was long overdue in
order 1o put greater emphasis
on an oral command of the
language than on grammatical
rules — an oral examination
had in fact been introduced
in Northern Ireland a gener-
ation earlier. Perhaps its
most far-reaching effect was
to send greatly increased
numbers of young people to
the Gaeltacht every summer.

The first Fianna Fail meas-
ure to promote Irish at uni-
versity level — the 1934 ar-
rangement with the U.C.D.
authorities which provided
for an oral examination in
the langudge before a student
was admitted to his degree—
proved a disastrous failure.
Of far greater consequence
was the scholamship scheme
introduced in 1947 for stu-
dents proceeding to a uni-
versity course through Irish.

These “Aiken scholarships”,
as they were popularly
known, sent an annual batch
of brilliant young students to
U.C.G.,, many of whom now
occupy prominent positions
in the community.

In setting up the School of
Celtic Studies within the
Dublin Institute for Advanced
Studies (1940) the Govern-
ment provided the language
with a centre of scholarly re-
search and publication. No
longer were the German

v old warrior

THOUGH frequently stigmatised by opponents as

)

Mr. Martin Corry.,.
strong sentiments.

gesture. The important thing
was to get into the House.”
About the good Yyears
Martin will talk until the
cows come home. The “bad”
years — and apart from the
193945 War years, the “bad”
years always mean the Inter-
party years for Martin Corry
~are best forgotten, he says.
“Anytime we had a Coali-
uon"--he spits -out the word
“we ended up as bloody
paupers Sure isn't the same
thing happening today. That
bloody shower were never any
good. Angd they never will be.”
He was still grinning hugely
as I left him amid his photos
of Dev and Lemass and other
old comrades from the past,
many of them now dead.

‘“We were a great crowd
in those days. And a great

party.. But it's npot the same
today, I'm sorry to say. Fifty
years Js a long time, and I
‘suppose people change.”

‘Some do; some  don't.
Martin Corry hasn't. Not one
bit.

-~

Left: Donogh O’Malley with an tAth. Colman O Huallacha in. Right :

universities to be allowed to
retain .their mastery in this
field, and in a few vears
Dublin wag the world centre
of Celtic Studies.

Turning to the Gaeltacht
during the Fianna Fail years
one thinks immediately of the
great housing drive of the
19305, of the glasshouses of
the 1940s and of the indus-
trial estateg at the end of the
1960s. One thinks too of the
deontas, the grant given tu
Irish-speaking children from
1934 on. Originally £2. 1t was
increased to £5 1o 1947 and
to £10 in 19635.

The grant was attacked
both as “"money for nothing”
and "“a miserable pittance”,
yet people who knew the Gael-
tacht well before 1934 assure
me that in those yearg the
deontas was the most effec-
tive of all State measures to
preserve the languace there.
Whole townlands were going
over to English when scéim
an dia phunt was launched
and the trend halted almost
overnight.

The decision to establish
Irish-speaking communities in
Co. Meath from 1935 on was
the most 1maginative of ali
Fianna Fail schemes for the
language. Many can still re-
call the enthusiastic pictures
in the newspapers 4S groups
bade farewell to their rela-
tives in Rann na Feirste or
Dun Caoin angd set out to
build the new Jerusalem be-
tween An Uaimh and (Cean-
nanus Mor (those names were
then in fashion too).

The political leaders talked
of reversing the Cromwelllan
exodus, What went wrone?
After 40 years, without
further backing from Church
or State, Meath still posseses
two small, vigorous, self-

VT T RN NSO AN S ey

reliant, Irish-speaking com-
munities.

One has only to listen to
the beautiful Gaelic hymns
sung in Oristown church at
the 9.30 Mass every Sunday
or overhear the children
chatter in third-generation
Connemara Irish around Rath
Cairn community centre to
realise that here was a splen-
did foundation which ought
to have been buillt upon year
by year. All credit to Fianna
Fail for kindling the flame
but no credit to anyone for
cutting off the fuel supply.

Another area of language
development in which the
initiative was taken by Fianna
Fail=—-or perhaps in this case
it would be more correct to
say by de Valera personally—
was that of standardisation.
Having waited 1n vain for
years for the scholars to
reach agreement he made a
dramatic break-through at the
end of World War 11 by
assigning the task to the
Translation Department of
the Oireachtas.

The standardised spelling
was first issued in 1947, fol-
lowed by the standard gram-
mar in 1933, and gradually
they have been accepted by 4
new generation of writers and
have proved a great boon to
the learner. Dey then turned
his attention to the need for
a new dictionary and De
Bhaldraithe's English - Irish
Dictionary (1959) was the
result,

[t is perhaps not generally
known that it was also the
Taolseach who took the
initiative in the standard-
1sation of the ordinary pray-
ers in lrish. He asked the
Biblical Commission in May-
nooth, headed by the late Fr,
Donnchadh O Floinn, to pre-
pare a version, and when he

A desire to
their countr

By SEAN BRYSON

SOME PEOPLE enter
politics looking for the
fame and the glory. Others
go into the political arena
because they feel they have
something to contribute to
their country.

They have a desire not just
to communicate but to get
things done and better the
lot of their fellow country-
men. And a number of
politicians never achieve high
office, but they have the
satisfaction of knowing that,
in their own way, they have
helped their party and
country, to make some of
their aspirations become a
reality.

Donnchadh O Briain of
Cnoc an Doire, a small village
near Rathkeale in West
Limerick is such a man. One
of the founders of the Fianna
Fail party in the county, he
epitomised throughout his
political life the grass roots
of the party.

Now in his 79th year he
lives quietly with his wife
Eileen in the district he has
known all his life. Donnchadh
O Briain was .for 36 'years a
TD. He first entered the Dail
in 1933 and retired {rom
political life in 1969,

His career spanned some of
the most turbulent and pro-
gressive years in the history
of the State. He was at one
time parliamentary secretary
to the then Taoiseach, Eamon

de Valera, and also Chief
Whip. And he confesses
readily that some of his

happiest years in the Dail
were under de Valera and
later Sean Lemass.

They are ‘the years he
looks back on with joy and
pride. Donnchadh O Briain
became interested in politics
at an early age. His father
was & creamery manager in
West Limerick and his mother
was a dairymaid,

Donnchadh became a fluent
Inish speaker and later a
Gaelic League organiser. He
helped to found the Fianna
Fail party in Limerick eity
and county, and cycled on a
push bike hundreds of miles

.orgamser for

throughout the country
organising meetings in
different parishes and towns.

In those days he was paid
£3 a week by the party as an
the county.
Recalling that period
Donnchadh O Briain said: “1
did so much cycling all over
the place that [ think it was
that exercise on the push bike
that has helped me to keep
fairly healthy over the years.

“I don't really like to be
known as one of the founders
of Fianna Fail in the county
of Limerick. There were
plenty of other people who
worked just as hard as myself
to get the party moving,

“Politics tasCinated me
when 1 was quite young. And
yet many of my former school
friends showed little interest
in politics. And many of them
were pro-British and against
the Rising.

“Many people have often
thought that Mr. de Valera
was an aloof sort of person
with little sense of humour.
But I never found him like
this. I would always address
him as Mister and he would
call me Donnchadh.

“We usually carried on all
our conversations in lIrish.
When I was his Parliament«
ary Secretary he would
sometimes summon me to his
iffice,

“1 would enter the room
and take a seat while the
Chief paced up and down the
room usually with his hands
in his pockets, On many an
occasion he would crack a
joke with me in Irish before
getting down to the business
in hand.

“He was a very punctual
man and expected his staff
to be the same, If he believed
in & thing he was determined
to see it implemented, And
this was I believe one of his
great strengths. I found him
a kindly and humane man.
And a man with a remarkable
sense of humour.
““When he laughed he
roared, the ldugh coming
straight from the belly., He
always used to say to me
‘ Donnchadh speak in Irish-as
much as you can,’ and this I
did throughout my political
career,

1 have always loved- the
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realised that dialectical differ-
ences might prevent its being
accepted in every diocese he
urged its approbation for
Maynooth alone, knowing full
well that the newly-ordained
priests would soon bring it
into every corner of the land.
Some of Mr, de Valera's
friends may have been sur-
prissd to receive a small
prayerbook Na Paidreacha
Coitianta as a gift from him
in 1957 but he knew that in
the religious sphere, as in so
many others, possession was
nine points of the law.

One could write out a long
litany of other practical
measures taken by Fianna
Fail to aid the language en-
deavours of others: the grants
to periodicals in Irish from
1947-8 on, the institution of
Bord na Leabhar Gaeilge 1o
assist private firms to publish
books in Irish in 1952, aid to
Gael-Linn -for films, drama
and a large-scale scheme of
Gaeltacht scholarships, to An
tOireachtas from 1939 and
the Comhdhail from 1943.

As examples of direct
government intervention
Kevin Boland's efforts to
Gaelicise the Military College
at the end of the 1950s would
have to be mentioned, as also
the commissions and councils
of the 1960s, evidence of a
growing realisation that the
expected progress was not
being made.

Even at the height of their
power, however, Fianna Fall
never succeeded in making
Irish a widely spoken lan-
guage in Dail Eireann and
Seanad Eireann. It i true
that an occasional T.D., like
Sean O Ceallaigh of Clare,
and an occasional senator like
An Seabhac, made a point of
using no other language in

v
men

language and it saddens me
to see it spoken so little, We
might have made a mistake in
making the learning of Irish
compuisory. I sometimes
think of the Welsh people.
There the language is very
much alive and spoken by
great numbers of people. And
Welsh, of course, was never
made a compulsory subject.

“1 see little chance for the
language now. Only a miracle
could lead to the restoration
of the Irish language. The
young people are not interes-
ted in learming it, or not
enough of them are,

“Looking back, maybe
Fianna Fail dide't do enough
about the language. What does
give me great sadness about
the party is that two of its
main objectives have been
complete faitlures,

“And they are of course,
the re-unification of the
country and the restoration of
the language. I see both these
objectives now being further
away than ever,

“They were two of the
main points of Fianna Fail
and I'm afraid that now they
will never be realised. But ln
most other things I think the
party did achieve what it set
out to do.”

Donnchadh O Briain was
sitting talking to me before
a blazing peat fire. In some
ways he resembles *“The
Chief”, A very tall man, he
was dressed in~a dark navy
suit with grey tie and black
shoes.

He is a gentle man, and
when he was talking about
the present Government there
were no harsh words, He
merely said with a dry
chuckle: “They're gambling
now on finding oil to get us
out of this financial mess.”

He thinks it’s going to be
a very hard fight at the next
eléction. “I believe. it will be
very difficult for Fianna Fail
to win the mnext” general
election. partlcularly sinee
the "constituencies’ have been
re-drawn..1 think Jack Lynch
is a very able man but it will
be a-hard' task for Fianna'Fail
to:get back into power.”

n the question of the out-
standing figures in the party
over- ‘the years; Donnchadh
!(?'Bxlaln had ‘no hesitation.
'I-put-them: in‘the: followlng

Tom Derrig, former Minister for Education.

‘party. He:

parliament, and around 1960
five or six ministers used to
introduce the estimates for
their departments at least
partly in Irish.

Yet Professor J. L. Mec.
Cracken estimated in Res
presentative Government in
Ireland that in the decade
1936-46 the amount of Irish
in the Dail debates increased
only from slightly under 1
per cent to slightly over 1 per
cent of the whole. It was a
poor response to the prompt-
ings of a leader whose
devotion to the language
cause was never for a moment
doubted by either friend or
foe. And it was unworthy of
the higher place! which he
had given to Irish in the
new Constitution.

Thus after 50 years of
striving, two-thirds of which
was spent in government
the party must he saddened
by the slow-rate advance
made towards the achieve-
ment of one of the twin
national ideals of 'its founder,
Certainly there has been pro-
gress—far more Irish speak-
ers, a new and exciting liter-
ature, the popularity of songs
in Irish, an abundance of
periodicals, an acceptance of
the language at all levels of
Irish society.

But the Gaeltacht has only
half the populatzon that it
had in 1926 and the national
will to restore the language
seems to have weakened con-
siderably. These, however, are
things over which no govern-
ment can exercise much con-
trol and it is unlikely that
any other party in office
would have done eéven as well.

For they would have all
lacked the magnetic influence
and transparent sincerity on
the side of the language of
de Valera himself,

Donnchadh {O Briain

order. Mr. Eamonn de Valera.
Mr. Sean Lemass and Mr.
Frank Aiken. Those three men
in my own humble opinioD
did magmncentawork for the
party and indeed on° lannm
even discuss Fianna Fail
without thinking of thost
three.

* Mr. Lemass was a ven
practical man and a very hard
worker. He was more of
a busnnessman than &
politician.”

When Mr. O Briamn first
became a T.D. he earncd {30
a month”, It might not seci
much but it went a long w.
in those days.”.

Donnchadh got married 0
1940, His wife Eileen, wus 4
nurse ahd they met at &
friend’'s weddi “ She was &
bridesmaid andql thought to
myself now she’s the one¢ !
want”, They have no chil-
dren, and he spends his days
quietly now, oec‘sasxona.lly read-
ing an historical novel

He has a fine collection of
books, nearly all in Irish.

He gave wup smokin
cigarettes some years ago, and
now contents himself with a
pipeful of tobacco after 2
meal. And if heé had his time
over again, he would want to
live' it just the e.

“I have had|a happy and
cantented life and for that 1
am grateful.”

It is men Mke Donnchadh
O Briain, thel men of the
country, who are the true

never have
achieved high office, but he
was content doing what he
wanted “ta "do.jand. what he
believed'in. ‘An! ambition and
dream that many of us havé,
but rarely -achieve,

- grass roots of‘ any political
h
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QNE OF* ;the key tests of
;any pohtlcal party is the

guality,:style, strength and

) mtegrity of its  leadership.
Itis.one of the great
ironies. of popular demo-
-cracy that instead of be-
commg “]ess, important,
: personal leadersh:p has
hbecome . more nnportant
‘than”ever.

Now, not Just eIectmn.

well become personalised

contests, between rival
party:. leaders, ‘while the

partles :themselves — in

normal tlmes at - least—
elevate the Tole of the
leader::into “a- position of

near: impregnablhty— and .

at.” the'* same :time make
demands ‘of him which no
Jeader can ever hope to
satisfy. ~

In this country the build-
‘up of the position of the
leader within the parties has
been little different to that
of other countries. Within
this country, too, there, have
been broad smuarmes be-
tween the parties in certain
aspects of leadership. One ob-
vious one is the very smalil
number of leaders each party
has had over a period of more
than fifty years.

Fianna Fail has had three
leaders, Fine Gael five and
Labour four. In addition, no
p leader (apart from
General O'Duffy) has ever
been forced out of office by
his parliamentary party, and,
until recently, none ever had
to face the threat of revolt
or dissent.

The similarities socon dis-
appear however when we
come to examine the style
and performance <. the indi-
vidual leaders. This is par-
ticularly true of the three
Fianna Fail leaders — partly

no doubt because of the ori-
g1ns and organisational struc-
ture of Fianna Fail, partly
too because it has been for
so long a party of govern-
ment and its leader has been
both Taoiseach and party
leader, but most of all, be-
cause of the - “erence in the
personality and impact of the
three men who have shared
the leadership over these
past fifty years.

De Valera

THE BASIC facts of Eamon
de Valera's leadership are
easy to state, He led the
party for thirty-three years—
a record of leadership

Looking

By GERRY FLANAGAN

DEPUTY Patrick Smith, of

Cavan, doyen and father
figure of the Fianna Fail

Parliamentary Party, has

survived 17 general elec-
tions and held & number of

parhamentary S e ¢ retary-
ships and ministries over

the  years.

“He is the longest-serving
deputy in the Dail but his
long tenancy in the national
parliament—53 years now—
has.done little to dampen the
efithusiasm ‘or zeal of this
gmnt Ulsterman,

:Born in Tonyduff, Co.
Cavan, shortly after the turn
of ~the century, this big
broad-shouldered son of the
soil ‘has dedicated most of his
life :to the interests of farm-
ing; and it was as Minister
for Agriculture that he made

his greatest mark in his long

and chequered political
career, .
The son of Terence Smith,

the future Minister spent his
early years
school oh his father's farm
near Bailieborough. Unlike
many who succeeded to high
office, he .never lost his deep
love of the land and his con-
cern for the families — like
his own--who eked out an
existence from
good years and bad.

after leaving

it through
During his period as Par

liamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Finance he was
in direct charge of the Board
of Works from 1943 and was
responsible for the Arterial
Drainage Act which he ex-
plained minutely to both Dail
and Seanad by prefacing it
with' & White Paper which
was+almost an innovation in
Ireland then,

s pilece of legislation

eJtists largely intact on the
Statute Book., But this was
not “his only major achieve-
ment. He was also responsible

for:'the bovine TB eradica-

tion scheme,

THE SOLDIER

Speakxng of ,work on the

farm -onée, he said:: “You
must’ be ‘devoted to the calling
- ==you'must-jove it, study and
_ ;}mport lt by every available

rBut the ‘farming ‘career of
- ~the young Smith was abruptly
: ._-;'tlntermptedaby the: War aof

1dependence. “He- went  on

fmﬁlﬂme" mititary” duty: with

Flying: Column:’In .May;

against

7. from i the s
hilly o

He foug%ta
electlons -as?
JFaily he em
seats from’té

but ‘important issues as 7 formed a s‘-{-

. ment,
© His own’

authority i
Was-never i
“heretired:.

~and:then on
Presidency.”

achxevement
tainly will'n

of qual.mes -1

-—.'

catalogued
strength as:
was based ¢
mystique ‘wh
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leagues. and’
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the fact tha
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national accl
that he had:]
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emergent Re
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capacity “fo)
thoughtfulne
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a positive :;
still malnu_u
distance.
Even mory
his abilityy’
to get throuj
ences. When
was an obv
tween him ‘a
He knew th
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real respon&
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ise the poten|
quickly used
great effect.,
He had, "¢

1

‘to a Belfast j:

by Court Ma
and sentence
“treason an
But the fates
because he.
the day of
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tween the
ment and the
resulted in.a-
sentence. It'v
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Paddy Smith
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the Voluntec
promoted to
Company Q
the time fne-
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ONE OF the key tests of
any political party is the
quality, style, strength and
integrity of its leadership.

It is one of the great
ironies of popular demo-
cracy that instead of be-
coming less important,
personal leadership has
become more important
than ever.

Now, not just election,
but important issues as

.well, become personalised

contests between rival
party leaders, while 'the
parties themselves — in

normal times -at least—

elevate the role of the
leader into a position of
near impregnability — and
at the same -time make
demands of him which no
Jeader can ever hope to
satisfy.

In this country the build-
up of the position of the
leader within the parties has
been little different to that
of other countries. Within
this country, too, there have
been broad similarities be-
tween the parties in certain
aspects of leadership. One ob-
vious one is the very small
pumber of leaders each party
has had over a period of more
than fifty years.

Fianna Fail has had three
leaders, Fine Gael five and
Labour four, In addition, no
party leader (apart from
General O'Duffy) has ever
been forced out of office by
his parliamentary party, and,
until recently, none ever had
to face the threat of revolt
or dissent.

The similarities soon dis-
appear however when we
come to examine the style
and performance «. the indi-
vidual leaders. This is par-
ticularly true of the three
Fianna Fail leaders — partly
no doubt because of the ori-
gins and organisational struc-
ture of Fianna Fail, partly
too because it has been for
so long a party of govern-
ment and its leader has been
both Taoiseach and party
leader, but most of all, be-
cause of the < “‘erence in the
personality and impact of the
three men who have shared
the leadership over these
past fifty years.

De Valera

THE BASIC facts of Eamon
de Valera's leadership are
easy to state. He Jed the
party for thirty-three years—
a mrecord of ‘leadership

By GERRY FLANAGAN

DEPUTY Patrick Smith, of
Cavan, doyen and father
figure of the Fianna Fail
Parliamentary Party, has
survived_17 general elec-
tions and held a number of
parliamentary s e cretary-
ships and ministries over
the years.

He is the , longest-serving
deputy in the Dail but his
long tenancy in the national
parliament—53 years ROW——
has done little to dampen the
enthusiasm ‘or zeal of this
giant Ulsternmian,

Born in Tonyduff, Co.
Cavan, shortly after the turn
of the century, this big
broad-shouldered son of the
soil has dedicated most of his
life to the interests of farm-
ing, and‘ it was as Minister
for Agriculture that he made
his greatest mark in his long
and chequered political
career. ,

The son of Terence Smith,
the future Minister spent his
early years after leaving
school on hig father’s farm
near Bailieborough, Unlike
many who succeeded to high
office, he never lost his deep
love of the land and his con-
cern for the families — like
his own--who eked aut an
existence from it through
good years and bad,
During his period as Par-
liamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Finance he was
in direct charge of the Board
of Works from 1943 and was
responsible for the Arterial
Drainage Act which he ex-
plained minutely to both Dail
and Seanad by .prefacing it
with a2 White Paper which
was almost an innovation in
Ireland then.

This piece of legislation
exists largely intact on the
Statute Book. But this was
not his only major achieve-
ment, He was also regponsible
for the bovine TB eradica-
tlo.g} scheme, .

THE SOLDIER

Speaking of ,work on the
farm opee, he -said:- “You
must be' devoted to the calling
—you must ove it, study and
means” : " .-

But the farming career .of
the young Smith ms'abruptlg;

* support it by every available

1

2 Interrupted by the. War

i Independence. : He went ‘on
fli-tin ary &

fuli-time S miljtary duty’ with
S5 Flﬁingvi"i-%lumn:-.- In “May,

1921, "he ook part 1ii-a:large-
‘scale " engagement *+- against

area of \.County "Cavan::;The

late i gp vand >ended
’several - casualties ¥ on

with “seve
bothisides fiit iz ea i
:-Finally;:Smith 1and :tenyof

-,
»

3ritish’s forces in i the = hilly -

fight: went*on'-all :¢througha-
ring day;and * ended
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Leaders and

by Maurice
Manning

Lecturer in Politics, U.C.D.

equalled in  contemporary
European politics only by
Hjalmar Branting of the
Swedish Social Democrats.
He fought twelve genperal
elections as leader of Fianna
Fail; he emerged with most
seats from ten,; after eight he
formed a single-party govern-
ment,

#is own leadership and
authority within the party
wasg never once questioned,
he retired in his own time
and then only to rup for the
Presidency, It is a record of
achievement which very cer-
tainly will never be equalled.

To get behind this record
of success is more difficult
and the reasons for it must
be a mixture of personality
and historical circumstance.
Certainly no mere catalogue
of qualities will fully explain
it.

But insofar as they can be
catalogued, de Valera's
strength as a party leader
was based on the sense of
mystique which surrounded
him, his ability to communi-
cate, his sense of timing, his
discipline and perhaps most
of all his ability to instil
fierce loyalty among his col-
leagues and supporters.

There was undoubtedly an
aura of mystique or charisma
surrounding de Valera. This
aura was a consequence of a
variety of factors~—his foreign
name, hs part in the Rising,
the fact that he had been
“President de Valera” as
early as 1919, the inter-
national acclaim and the fact
that he had been seen abroad
as the personification of the
emergent Reputluic.

He himself was never slow
to foster this mystique—the
long black cloak, the white
horse, the torch-lit proces-
sions. And he had too a
capacity for courtesy and
thoughtfulness in his per-
sonal dealings which evoked
a positive response while
still maintaining a sense o!
distance. '

Even more 1important was
his ability to communicate,
to get through to mass audi-
ences. When he spoke there
was an obvious rapport be-
tween him and the audience.
He knew them and clearly
what he said sStruck a re-
sponsive chord and evoked a
real response, He was the
first Irish politician to real-
ise the potential of radio and
quickly used that medium to
great effect '

He had, too, an instinctive

to a Belfast jail. He was tried
by Court Martial on July 11
and sentenced to death for
“treason and levying war.”
But the fates were on his side
because he was sentenced on
the day of the Truce and the
subsequent negotiations be-
tween the British Govern-
ment and the Irish delegation
resulted in a stay of the death
sentence. It was the following
January, however, before
Paddy Smith got back to his
father's farm.

INTERNED

When the Civil War broke
out he reported back for
active service after a brief
respite at home and fought
on the Republican side. He
was captured in January,
1923, and was interned at
Dundalk, Droichead Nua and
the Curragh. .

While interned he studied
local and national govern-
ment and 'was elected Sinn
Fein TD for Cavan. When
Fianna Fail was founded he
was one of the first members
and entered the Dail in 1927.

He was only 18 when he
joined the local Company of
the Volunteers and was soon
promoted to the rank of
Company Quartermaster. By
the titne fhe War of Indepen-
dence was in full swing he
was a Commandant of the
Carrickallen Battalion — the
youngest commandant in the
country at the age of 19.

Recognition .- of Paddy
Smith's dedication and
loyalty to the party came in
1939 when he was appointed
Parliamentary Secretary to
the Taoiseach, Mr. de Valera,
and Chief Whip. He was sub-
sequently Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for
Finance before becoming
Minister for Agricuiture in
1944 and Minister for Local
Government in 1951.

In 1957 the Cavan deputy

again became Minister for.

Local Government and Social
Welfare but returned to
Agriculture m 1963. A Yyear
later he created d4 sensation
by resigning from this most
important Department be-
cause of what he claimed was
a breach of the national wage
agreement by leaders of the
trade union movement.

Hig resignation in October,
1964, coincided with the
beginning of critical talks on
a : long-drawn-out building
dispute. In his letter ‘of
resignation he accused.trade
union. ieaders of “being led

., from the rear in making
demands-that they know can

‘have only -one result-rising
costsie v VL 00
+/In;jthe same letter he-said:

"“Thig-is: dot legitimate trade
. upfondsm—it . ig. tyranny “and

Yot - I'refuse:to prepare-myself to
~comrades :weret.captured.
.taked ‘under heavy;escort.

live /with-it and ‘accept it.”
++And sq Patrick Smith went

‘-

ability to rise to the occasion
— certainly his supporters
felt that he had and that he
did as in his famous reply to
Winston Churchill in 1945,
when in fact he unified the
people in a way which hadn't
been done since the days o
Sinn Fein. -

And yet in retrospect this
quality is something of a
mystery. That it existed Iis
clear—the question 1s why
and how. He was not a
colourful speaker; his prose
was often tedious and long-
winded; his manpner school-
masterish, his argument tor-
tuous; his delivery could be
hesitant and fumbling and
his subjects boring.

Many an objective outsider
has been astonished at the
digparity between the quality
of his speec¢h and the recep-
tion given it. The point
which matters however is not
what outsiders thought; it is
that there was a chemical re-
action between hira and his
crowds. He was a master of
the hustings.

His sense of political tim-
ing and strategy was superbd.
He knew instinctively when
best to call an election—the
moment of greatest surprise
and maximum inconvenience
for his opponents. He did it
successfully in 1933, 1838 and
1943: the gamble almost
worked in 1948

Even then, by
quick election he forced
Clann na Poblachta into
battle before that party was

with

into a life of comparative

political obscurity after
holding the limelight—in his
own modest fashion — for

many years. And his succes-
sor as Minister for
Agriculture was Charles J.
Haughey.

But his loyalty to Fianna
Fail hag never waned even as
a back-bencher. In the 12
years since his resignation
from the post of Minister f{or
Agriculture he has been in
the forefront of the drive to
keep his party in office and
the defeat by the National
Coalition in 1973 was a great
disappointment to him.

Since he was first elected
in 1923—the tallest and the
youngest deputy in Ireland—
he has only spent 13 of his
53 years as a parliamentarian
in opposition. “I hate opposi-
tion,” he told me recently.
“It is really a futile
experience, I feel that a party
like ours has all the
ingredients to tackle any
problems coming up or
hangigg over from a previous
administration.

“We would not be always
in complete agreement—few
governments in any country
ever are—but we would be
able to reach a c¢oncensus
without sacrificing the
essentials of a proposal
simply because there was
some minor disagreement
between us.”

JUBILEE

Mr. Smith will celebrate his
75th birthday din July. At a
function to mark his first 50
years in the Dail in 1973

- tributes were paid to him by

Mr. Lynch and his parlia-
mentary colleagues and he
received a gilver salver bear-
ing an engraved portrait of
the founder of the party,
Eamon de Valera.

Few politiclans alive today
knew Mr. de Valera as well
as Paddy Smith. “When I
was his  Parliamentary
Secretary in the war years I
knew his problems well,” he
says. “He always consulted
his Cabinet colleagues on
everything. I know because
it was the practice of the
Parliamentary Secretary to
the Taoiseach to attend all
Government meetings then.”

Moreover, he would totally
disagree with the picture
which some sections of the
public sought to paint of Mr.
de Valera. “What annoyed me
more than anything else was
this attempt by so many
public figures and even
journalists to give the impres-
sion that Mr., de' Valera was
an austere, dictatorial man”,
he told me. *“I knew him well
enough::and I say he was
nothing>of the sort.

“I never met any man who
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ready and gave
to consolidate 1ts early gains.
The result was that even if
de Valera lost the immediate
battle he won the war—his
tactic helped destroy what
was potentially a serious
threat to the supremacy of
Fianna Fail,

As far as party discipline
was concerned his own per-
sonal authority was such that
the question rarely if ever
arose. When 1t did he was
swift and decisive. He was
basically an authoritarian
leader and there was never
any doubt that the ouck
stopped with him. In a basic
ally authoritarian society this
was something which was ex-

pected and which evinced
approval.

But if he was authon.
tarian his approach to de-

cision-taking was never arbi-
trary or hurried. He liked to

have what Sean MacEntee
has described as "a mulu-
tude of counsellors™: he

liked the fullest possible con-
sultation; he liked (o talk
people into consensus ~— and
this meant that while few
mistakes were made and pro-
cesses were always pains-
taking and thorough — there
was too often a consequent
appearance of oOvercautious-
ness and absence of dynam-
ism.

{/ndoubtedly too, Mr. de
Valera's own policy pre.
occupations had an import.

ant bearing on the deveiop-
ment of party policy and

it no time

thinking.
On constitutional matters
and questions of relations

with Britain he was capable
of being radical. On economic
and social questions his
vicws were essentially con-
servative — his ideal society
was rural and traditional.
More important he never
showed any great interest in
economic and social engin-
eering — in how 1to bring
about the type of society he
desired,

Lemass

SEAN LEMASS was the ob-
vious successor to de Valera,
yet their styles of leadership
could hardly have been more
different. For a start his
style of speech-making was
very different. His speeches
were rarely concerned with

abstractions, they were
usually tough-minded and
pragmatic, concerned with

immediale 1ssues and prob-
lems.

He was no orator—in fact
he distrusted oratory and
cultivated a manner that was
brisk and to the point. And
yet for a man who shunned
the colourful phrase he could
be devastatingly trenchant
and effective in debate and
In many ways was a much
more formidable Dail oppon-
ent than Mr. de Valera,

Fianna Fail was extremely
fortunate to have had Lemass

as its leader at the time it
did. His own thinking and
priorities were completely
attuned to the changing eco-
nomic and social conditions.
Changes, more farranging
and fundamenta! took place
in Irish society during his
too-brief tenure than under
any other Taoiseach.

He was often accused of
not being an idealist, of hav-
Ing little vision, of being too
immersed in the immediate,
Certainly he rarely spoke in
lofty or metaphysical terms
but for all that he was prob-
ably the most clear-headed if
unromantic visionary of all
our Taoiseachs.

He knew exactly the sort
of things he wanted to
change anll if he did not al-
ways know how he was not
afraid to experiment. He
understood the workings of
the State machine better than
anyone else—how to tap and
use the civil service and
State bodies and use them as
agents of change. In some
respects the closest resembl-
ance to Sean Lemass in ob-
Jectives and style was W. T.
Cosgrave. Both were builders,
prepared to give their minis-
ters their head and prepared
to take major risks if the
stakes warranted it.

Lemass's importance to
Fianna Fail ds that he man-
aged to successfully straddle
the two generations—almost
two cultures — 10 transform
Fianna Fail into the party of
modernisation, of industrial

was so fond of generating dis
cussion on proposals that
came to any Minister from
his Department. He always
sought to assist and consult
with his Ministers on all
matters with the object of
getting agreement on pro-
posed changes of any kind.”

Any Minister who showed
a reluctance to participate
fully in this kind of discus-
sion was regarded as lazy, he
said. But many proposals
from Departments were
complicated and difficult and
de Valera liked to be sure
that his Ministers were
thoroughly au fait with every-
thing, had shown that they
had done their homework,
had read documents pertain-
ing to the respective depart-
ments thoroughly and were in
no doubt about the elements
in them.

APPROACHES -

Although they got on well
together, Paddy Smith's
assessment of Sean Lemass
was somewhat different. He
thought the Lemass approach
to matters was often “too

much trimmed” in the sense - &?

of & businessman’s approach
when the whole thing could
be more speedily dealt with
by a simple “Yes"” or “No".
These kind of business
methods could not always be
successfully applied to the
sort of Dbusiness which
governments had to under-
take.

Of the former Taoiseach
and present leader of the
party, Mr. Lynch, he says:
“You couldn't ruffle him in
the transaction of business.
But he can be more firm than
most men in vital matters.
You would find it hard to
find fault with him,
however.”

An optimist who has never
known defeat in his own con-
stituency. Mr. Smith says he
cannot see how Fianna Fail
could not at the next general
election surmount the
obstacle of the constituency
reshuffle carried out by the
Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Mr. Tully.

An expert of long standing
in the politics of the Border
counties, he is confident that
Fianna Fail will win three of
the five seats in the new
Cavan-Monaghan constituency.
And he also sees his party
doing well in the new five-
seat Donegal constituency.

Mr. Smith, who lives with
his wife near Cootehill,
attends Leinster House and
the Dail debates regularly
while keéping a close watch
on his constituency and its
problems. He has six in
family - four sons and two
daughters — and 16 grand-

{
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Paddy Smith, T.D., doyen
of the Parliamentary party.

children. All his famiy live
within a ten-mile radius of
himself and his wife.

He is confident now that
there will be a substantial
swing back to Fianna Fail at
the next general election. He
still believes that hecause the
party was 16 years in office
the attituce of a large
pumber of voters in 1973 was:
“Let us have something new".

“l can sense a feeling of
dissatisfaction among a lot of
people who based their voting
three years ago on the desire
to have a change of govern-
ment just for the sake of
change because' Fianna Fail
were too Jong in office,” he
says. "1 believe that many of
these people will be turning
back to Fianna Fail the next
time without shouting very
loudly about dt.”

Mr. Smith, who has been @
vice-president of Fianna Fail
for many years, sees Very
little change in the pattern
of the party over the years.
“it is by far the most
representative, widely-based
and consistent political group-
ing in the country.”
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BY GENE McKENNA

THOUGH he is now 85
years of age and is one of

the oldest surviving
founders of the Fianna
Fail party, Mr. Liam

O’'Doherty still has vivid
recollections of those early
days for the young
organisation,

“I was in Mountjoy with

Dr. Jim Ryan and Gerry
Boland,” recalls Mr.
O’Doherty. “And when we

came out, they must have
suggested to Mr. de Valera
that I should be asked to join
with them in Fianna Fail.
“Anyway, Dev asked me to
call and see him, which 1
did,” he says. “I told him I
would support him if they
went into the Dail. 1 was fed
up with the business of not
recognising the Court, for
instance. He said to me; ‘We
may have to do that yet'."

Mr. O'Doherty thus joined
the founder-members of the
organisation who met ing 1926
above the old Sinn Fein head-
quarters in Suffolk Street,
Dublin for their first get-

together. The other two
survivors are Mr. Sean
MacEntee and Mr, Paddy
Brennan.

Another of those in

attendance at that inaugural
meeting was Mrs. Hannah
Sheehy-Skeffington. “She was
outstanding, as far as I was
concerned,” said Mr.
O'Doherty, who lives at
Foxrock., “I have never come
across anybody like her.”
Another man for whom Mr.
O'Doherty had great admira-

tion was Sean Lemass.
“He was a ftremeaJous
worker. I remember him

telling me once that he had
not seen Dublin on a Sunday
for three years. He would
travel the country from
Donegal to Cork organising
the party workers. He was our
ablest and greatest worker.”
Mr. O’'Doherty was born in
Blarney and, when he was
17 years old, went to work at
the British Admiralty in
London. He then moved on
to the engineering depart-
ment of the Post Office there
and was later transferred to
the Savings Bank, “where I
worked with Michael Collins.”
Returning to Ireland in
1912, Mr., O'Doherty worked
with the Post Office here for
@ while. But, like many
another young man of his
age, Mr. O'Doherty became
embroiled in the troubles and
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development, into the party
which in some ways symbol-
ised the new mood of the
1960’s. He did that without
any break in the party’s con-
tinuity.

It was also under him that
Fianna Fail's famous elec-
toral machine-~~which he had
done so much to found—was
updated to the extent that it
was capable almost on its
own of winning by-elections
and general elections.

Lynch

JACK LYNCH was the first
Fianna Fail leader to have to
fight a contest for that
position. His term of leader-
ship has undoubtedly been
more difficult than that of
his predecessors, This was
partly due to the nature of
the times especially the
Northern crisis and the Arms
Trial, His position was also
different in that he inherited
a Cabinet of strong personali-
ties, not all of whom accepted
his style, his pace of govern-
ing or indeed the substance
of some of his policies and
against whom he had to
assert himself,

And then, after the Arms
Crisis, he was faced with the
task of rebuilding  his
Cabinet, bringing in young
and Iinexperienced ministers
and all this against a back-
ground of smouldering dis-
content among sections of
the party.

Jack Lynch showed quali-
ties during all of these crises
which few could  have
anticipated from his earlier
ministerial career. He showed
4 remarkable and enduring
toughness, a sense of timing,
a sense of knowing when to
be patient even under provo-
cation and of knowing too,
when to strike.

He showed astuteness and
a certain courage in the
manner in which he forced
both his party and the wider
community to face up to the
changed realities caused by
the Northern crisis.

- One of his great strengths
as a party leader is that his
personal appeal transcends
panty divisions. Whether on
television or at public
meetings he manages to
establish a rapport with his
audience — and this in spite
of (or maybe because of) an

easy, almost conversational
style which, while never
exciting, emphasises the
essential integrity and
decency of the man.

This appeal was clearly

demonstrated in the election
of 1969 and even more so in
the 1973 election when
Fianna Fail, in spite of all

he fought from 1916 night

through to the end of the

Civil War, He was O/C of the
Sth Battalion, Old I.R.A. for
several years and took part in
the burning of the Custom
House.

But Mr. O'Doherty had done
a great deal of studying prior
to this and he became a
member of the Chartered
Institute of Secretaries and
Administrators, of the
Institute of Cost and Works

Accountants and of the
Institute  of Certified
Accountants,

He was auditor of the
Fianna Fail books for about

12 years from. the  early.

"thirties and he also served

- -
for a similar period on’the; |-
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of the previous three years,
increased its vote and lost the
election largely because of
bdd" ‘organisation and rivalry

between candidates in two or.
individual -con-

three

stituencies, This popular

appeal is as strong today as-

it was in 1973.

Jack Lynch's great weak-
pess as a political leader is
that he too often gave the
impression of not really
wanting to use the power
which he had. He |Dhas
appeared to be over-cautious
in his exercise of power —
more concerned with the
orderly continuation of the
status quo, as careful as any
civil servant or lawyer about
precedents and procedures, of

reacting to events rather than.

seeking to innovate, to cause
them, of being a man with-
out any olear vision of the
society he wants, of having
no rezl passion for reform or
for change,

(Jack Lynch has shown -that
he will give up the leader-
ship of Fianna Fail, only
when he chooses. Whether
this is early or late, whether
or not he brings Fianna Fail
back to power, Jack Lynch
has already left his stamp on
Fianpa Fail in two enduring.
ways - and in the process
has put the party in his debt.

. The first was the skill with
which he brought it through
the trauma of the Arms
Crisis, sustaining its unity

and morale and then
expediting the healing
process.

.The second is the way he |

has forced the party to face
up to the reality of its loss
of office — forcing it to
realise that there is no auto-
matic and guaranteed return
to power, that the long years
in office have left weaknesses
in the structure angd person-
nel of the party and that
unless the process of internal
reform and reappraisal was
set in motion the party might
neveér regain its former
eminence.

—Probably the final test of
any party leader is whether
the party he hands over to
his successor is stronger than
the party he inherited. In
some ways it's an unfair
criterion for there are many
events and historical currents
over which no party leader
can have control or influence.
- But by that standard it can
be saidd that both Famon
de Valera and Sean Lemass
were brilliantly successful.
On the evidence to date, and
in spite of the loss of the
1973 election, the same may
well be said of Jack Lynch
when he chooses to retire,

Recollections of a
young organisation

Liom O’Doherty, founder-member and 1916 veteran.
| g
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National Executive.
“But I never had
inclination to |
politician - myself,”’ said - Mr;
O'Doherty. “I was an ‘Army

“the

else.”

AT

myself. I had mny . own

e R
- »

practice as an avcountant.”?: s’

K ' P

_Mr. O'Doherty said he nevet

other parties at the-time, such
as “former: I R.A.  Chiefs -
Staff:Moss: Twomey: and; Sean
MacBride. *T ¢ could Zaly

had, any'quatrels with: men of:

meet ‘and talkiwith
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He added:,“[f._l)ev_..askédin"e s
to.do something 1 would do~ .
{ it out I did-npot wanti:to- "

become an active politician’ 7 -
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ANY POLITICAL move-
ment, organisation or
party must presuppose as
basic criteria continuity,
development and growth.
If this were not so it

‘would only become a mere
_transient phenomenon.

The very fundamentals
which prompted the found-
ing of Fianna Fail had of
pecessity to rely on such
criteria, for it was clear to
its founders that some of its
aims, aspirations and ideals
would require time, perhaps
even generation, before being
brought to fruition.

Many of the aims °and
aspirations which were en-

" shrined in the formulation

of Fianna Fail policy in 1926
‘have long since  Dbeen
gchieved. Amongst these were
the abolition of the Oath of
Allegiance and the replace-
ment of the Free State Con-
stitution which had in the
main, been dictated by the
British in 1922, Fianna Fail
introduced the Constitution
of 1937 which was accepted
by the electorate.

This constitution enshrined
the political, social, economic
and cultural life of the Irish

" people. A further major step

forward in the- implementa-
tion of Fianna F&il policy
was that which arose out of
the agreement with Britain

FEW MEN have had such

.long and fruitful careers in

politics as Sean MacEntee,
now in the twilight of a life
woven from the fabric of
modern Irish history.

His political successes
were achieved almost en-
tirely in Dublin but, strangely
enough, it is to Belfast, the
city of his birth and quite
obyiously, his first love, that
his thoughts turn most fre-

‘quently these days.

He has vivid memorjes of
the city he left more than 60
years ago with' its intense
poverty, its mean back streets
and the fierce pride of its
people in paying their way in
life. : .

‘1t is the same Belfast thrift
that makes him look back to-
day with considerable nostal-
‘gia on the budgets, 12 in all,
which he brought into the

“Pail~from 1932 to 1939 and
.again from 1951 to 1954.

He recalls that in 1939,

- even after the six years of the

‘Economic War, the State had
no balance-of-payments prob-

lem, no budgetary deficits, no

deadweight (i.e. unremunera-
tive): debt and no external

; :"_ .debt.: Mr, de Valera’s govern-

ment in the eight vears prior
tor World War Two had
liquidated all financial obli-

-gations to Britain and had

repaid the American loans
iised-by the first Dail in

1919-21.. .
~:‘The ‘poverty. of Belfast in

the early 1900s ‘and the fact

‘that.a . man:could work up to

60:hours a week for as little

- .as':15  shillings: left a deep .

e

- -jmpression, = Many Catholics
. .warted ‘unsuccessfully -at the

- P

tail-'end,  of " - employment

. -

queues: through * the months

%
PR )
' N

. ,and’ the years." :

%7 Sean -~ MacEntee's parents
came; from::Co. Monaghan.

His: father, James MacEntee,

. _a’Belfast publican, had been

active; for; ‘many years in
Nationalist: 7 politics,  Fol-
lowing: ‘the''passing. of the
Local’, Government Act of
ike was:one-of a small

““group:of eight, who ‘were the

first; ever* Catholic National-
ists:to: be"elected ' to Belfast
Corporation..: .

.>Whenthé:'{Parnellite split”

occurred,: he . supported Par-
nell and- accordingly, . found

-+ “himself in‘ opposition ‘to the

late;Joseph” Devlin; then -com-

s 4 teiingiito:: prominence” a§ the
:. "4 Jeader iof ;the “anti-Parnellites

in:Belfast. “This antagonism
svailed:until * the::general

election:. of = 1908 when “the
‘- Regjster of. Electors indicated
Afa; full :Nationalist ‘poll- -

were’ secured, " Tom' Sexton’s

n Psupport::of:Devlin;’ Alec

‘Carlisle;;managing director.of -
Harland:‘andWolff  shipyard, -

but:also grandson’of a-United
gshman,  standing‘as an in-
ependent attractet 432 votes

24 and:Wee Joe'lwis elected:by
<18:.votes. The:formeroppo-
nents:became 'friends-and Joe
Deylin:

-ofiJam

Was one-among:many

"

5:MacEntee’s }friends,

PR TR
”,

.-

x m L 20 N A% - ‘\’Bﬂ‘lb
discover:that: Sean Ma

political’zpart

dl -_  ent

} ] c i.- ."..n'-"-f o AT N0 Ko gXV " Hpwe 2T 0g £
ke (upani appointment.-in .-
{ ) "‘SM- -4?:‘- 'ﬂhv.":“»l '. .‘-:E,",“ (.-‘v; - ".'

d 4 nisthe ‘organisat!

- outcome

. Whe

ormer constituency.of ;West. .
£, Belfast s could: be*recaptured .
/7 “from.the Undonists ‘Who_-had:, .
% held-1t ‘for some 112 years, -
*Z < i:MacEntee “senior. came jout

“EQJ@G' 8 i
yijswas'
Soctalist

W.oan:

el
ember from 1912 .. -

Rory To%
from 1912 . - "H
w0 years later to. -~ ship,”

in 1938. This agreement was

of the greatest importance

and far-reaching in its con-
sequences, for not alone did
this agreement end the so-
called “Economic War” and
bring the question of land
annuities to an end, but of
greater importance, it secured
the restoration of the Irish
ports and the cancellation of
other facilities accorded to
the British by the terms of

the 1922 Treaty.

The ending of the land
annuities were far more than
a mere payment of a sum of
money to rid the country of
this burden, but it was in
political terms the final end
interest

relating to land within this

of any British

state.

The result of repossession

. of the ports and the cancella-
tion of other military, air
and naval facilities were of
dynamic consequences, for as
long as the British right to
the ports and facilities re-
mained, neutrality for this
country in the ensuing War
would have proved impos
sible. This is something which
my generation often fail to
realise. Do they, 1 wonder,
reflect sufficiently upoa what
the preservation of neutrality

has meant to them?

One brief reflection on the
disaster which. befell Belfast

following air raids ought to
be sufficient illustration as

acEntee’s fruitful caree

MICHAEL

- MILLS

Inish Volunteers

of the
there.”
Mr. MacEntee was an

engineer in the Belfast Elec
tricity Department when he
joined the Socialist Party and
was in regular contact with
James Connolly over the next
two years. He corresponded
with him later during his
period in Dundalk, particu-
larly in relation to some
articles on street fighting
written by Connolly about
1915 for the Irish Volunteer

magazine.
One of these letters was
later used against Sean

MacEntee in the tmal in
which he was sentenced to
death, thougt: this was later
commuted to penal servitude
for life. While awaiting the
of their trial,
MacEntee and three other
fellow Dundalk Volunteers
were held in Kilmainham
Prison in mid-June, 1916, Six
years later, in mid-July, 1922,
he was again a prisoner in
Kilmainham, this time as a
prisoner of the Provisional
Government during the
Civil War. He is prepared to
wager that he is the only
man alive today who was
twice imprisoned there.
“James . Connolly was first
of all a Nationalist,” he says.
“His part in 1916 proved that.
So also did his early career
in Dublin; his involvement
‘there, for instance, in activi-

- ties like the 1898 movement

to commemorate 1798,
“Then there were the

- articles he wrote in the mili-

tantly separatist monthly,
The Shan Van Vocht® and
later those he published in
‘his own magazine, ‘The Harp.’
All this was a manifestation
of “his 7fervent patriotism,
which, with his love for his
fellow workers shaped his

- whole life.

“In Belfast "about 1911,
there was a strike of
cross-channel dockers, he
bridged the sectarian divide
andvbrought out the men of
his ‘own. union, the Irish
Transport, the mainly Catho-
lic, deep-sea dockers, in sup-
port of .their Protestant. com-

‘rades, ‘-Those were the days

when he had Orange and
Green: marching together
through the streets of Belfast
in .their-common cause.” And

he. adds “almost in despair: -

‘“Look- atv what the Pro-

visionals-have done to widen

. tke division today.”

- -Aftepr- leaving Belfast, he
did not meet Connolly again
until the morning of Easter
Monday, 1918, in the old
Liberty -Hall, in Dublin,

" He met Padraic Pearse at

the same time, after he had
come from Dundalk to seek
clarification - on the orders
-anpd:'counter<ommands that

had “thrown the -Volunteers.

in-Co, Louth into confusion.

Herel:nemberz; Pearse as a
“tremendously  impressive”
person’; in bis ..appearance,

“carriage ‘and :speect. He had
»-Sgen*him'*hold"an audience

‘spellbound <in* Belfast in an

/address on the Irish language,
:+ heard:him<]ater ‘in_ Carrick-
'macross’iland ¥ again*‘when

‘ *Pearse ymade-his’ famous .ora-

<<<<<<

# ition: at" the grave’ of: 0'Dono-

van-Rossa’in-Glasnevin %
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e, had-the 'gift:of leader

-

~he says.-:There’ is>no
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-otherexplanation™ ‘for’ “his-
¥i.. -acceptance as:leader’ by’ men
. offithe ttoughness of Sean

to what /undoubtediy would
have happened in Dublin and
particularly the towns and
cities of south and south-east

Munster,

Mercifully events proved
otherwise and all credit for
this can be claimed by the
Jeaders of Fianna Fail at the
time. It is thanks to their
and
political acumen that this

vision, determination

country was spared

ravages of war. My genera-
tion should not lightly forget

their efforts.

Notwithstanding the enor-
mous strides towards total
freedom during the 1930s, two
major aims remained and,
alas, still remain outstanding.
These are of course that of
the restoration of the Irish
language and the ending of

Partition.

True the founders were
only too well aware that time
and great effort would be
required. It is here that the
most fundamental aspects of

continuity arise.

Many of the first genera-
tion of Fianna Fail who put
forward these aims are now
dead or advanced in years.
There is however ample evi-
dence to show that there are

many, especially in

younger generation of the
who have the same

party,

dedication, the same

thusiasm and the same drive
as had the founder members.

MacDermott, Tom  Clarke
with his years of gaol behind
him, extroverts like Tomas
MacDonagh, and strong and
stubborn personalities like
ConnoHy and Ceannt. There
was no doubt at all about his

authority.”

He remembers Pearse also
as “a far-seeing politician”
who would have accepted the
Irish Council Bill of 1907 be-
cause it would Lave given
control of education and the
Boards of Education to repre-
sentatives of the people.

Mr. MacEntee regards the
rejection of this Bill, which
provided for the setting up
of an Irish Council to admini-
ster the domestic affairs of
the four provinces, as a car-
dinal political mistake.
“Ireland might not have been
partitioned,” he suggests,
“had the Bill been imple-
mented. Not only would we
have had control over prim-
ary and secondary education,
but also over local govern-

ment, agriculture and tech-
nical instruction, public
works, the Congested Dis-

tricts Board, etc.

“Catholics and Protestants
throughout Ireland, working
together in the Couneil and
controlling the administra-
tion of solely Irish affairs,
were likely to develop a unity
of purpose and interest, even
if it werer only in making
common cause against the
British Treasury.”

He recalls that Pearse also
spoke, despite considerable
criticism, on a Home Rule
platform in Dublin in 1913
altbough he was a separatist
but regarded Home Rule as
a development that could lead
to independence.

Mr. MacEntee fought at the
corner of Earl Street and
O'Connell Street in Easter
Week and succeeded in gett-
ing into the G.P.O. on Friday.

When Pearse eventually
told the mthey were evacu-
ating the building, he recalls
the message was calmly de-
livered and there was no
pani¢c. Mr, MacEntee was not
surprised later to be tried
and sentenced to death for
his part in the Rising because
he was well-known to the
police from his Volunteer
activities.

He has still a vivid recol-
lection of the day in Kil-
mainham when he and his
comrades from Dundalk were
paraded before a British
officer to0 learn their fate.
MacEntee's name and his
crimes having been recited,
the officer, reading from a
document, informed him that
the courtmartial had found
him guilty and had sentenced
him to death and that the
General Officer Commanding,
had confirmed the verdict.
“Then after a tedious pause,
the officer went on to say
that the G.0.C. had commuted
the sentence to one of penal

servitude for life,” he says.
“I was immeasurably re-
lieved.”

He did not. oppose the
Treaty because of the Oath of
Allegiance but solely on the
grounds that it was creating
Partition. “The true signific-
ance of the Treaty,” he says,
“internationally and domes-
tically, lay in the fact that a
majority of those elected in

May 1921 to represent the-

people in Dail Eireann, that
is the sovereign Parliament
of Ireland, had agreed to cede
a substantial portion of the
national territory to Britain.

_4The Treaty which had pro-
vided for this became an in-
ternational . instrument when
in 1924 the Irish Government
of the day registered it with
the League of Nations. This
was ‘the case alsp with the
amending’ agreement of 1025

~ which"fixed the frontier be-
_tween.:Sdotstat Eireann and
the ceded territory by making

it-conform with the western
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This will ensure that the
hopes and aims of those who
first formulated the party's
policies will not die. If on
is a
here
then Fianna Fail has lost its
true identity and failed the
very reasons for which it was

the other hand there
failure of continuity

founded.

As far as the Irish language
is concerned, while progress
1s slow, and at times perhaps
even disheartening, far more
people have a knowledge of
Irish, both within the ranks
of Fianna FAail and without,
than was the case when the
party was first founded.

If we compare Fianna Fail
with any other political party
it can be truly
claimed that this party is the
direct successor of the ideals,
aims and aspirations in terms
of a United Ireland as were
those of Tone, Emmet, tge
the
Fenians, the participants in
1916 and the Republicans in

or group

Young Irelanders,

the Civil War in 1922,

This is because Fianna Fail
is as much concerned with
the unity and freedom of this .
istand as were any of these
past movements. There
therefore a continunity of

interest.

Youth has always been in
vanguard of political
movements and this has been
particularly so in Irish his-
tory. Each successive move-

the

18 remains

Sile de Valera, grand-daughter of the former leader, writes on...

party covers a wide .social
spectrum in that it is not
affiliated to any particular
social class. It has had far
greater experience in govern-
ment than any other party or
group of parties since the
foundation of the State.
This of course presupposes
the underlying confidence of
the people not alone in its
policies but in their imple-
mentation. Because of this
length

government there is conti-

enthusiasm.

to dilute,

history over the
century or so.

calling themselvey

ment from the time of Wolfe
Tone has had youth in the
forefront. Fianna F&il is no

exception.
‘The majority of men and
wamen who first

joined
Fianna Faiil were themselves
young The party has never
failed to attract the youth
and this remains true today.
This can be amply proven by
the youth conferences heid
by Fianna Fail over the last
few years which displayed
such vitality, idealism and

It is indeed well that there
are such young people, for
it is equally true to say that
nowadays there appears to
be a cult among some poli-
ticians, intellectuals, teachers
and others who would wish
misrepresent or
misinterpret events in Irish
last half

There are even those while
nationa-
lists and Irishmen who ques-
tion the wisdom of the rising
of 1916. The sincere adherent
to Fianna Fail policies how-
ever rejects such views and
staunch to
party’'s fundamental aims.
Even on a lower plane and
at pure domestic level Fianna
Fail can be commended to
those of my age group who
may feel less committed
terms of national issues. The

the

-

ex .ience and

nuity,

Fianna F4il is in a unique
position but if it is, it has
a grave responsibility and,
being the biggest political
party in the island of Ireland
a duty lies hard upon it to
strive for the fulfilment of
its policies and to pass on to
succeeding generations the

ideals for which
founded.

The greatest responsibility
of all rests with the youth
but they may take
encouragement if they refer
to the words of the party's
Eamon de Valera,
when he said: “. .. The ines-
timable heritage of a great
handed
down to you, but you, your-
selves, must give it life by
in your own service and by your

today,

found<r,

tradition has been

own devotion.”

Sean MacEntee — joined up with James Connolly in Belfast in 1912.

and southern boundaries of
the Six Counties. Since 1925
the Border has been an inter-
nationally recognised frontier.
Those who talk about our
troops crossing it should bear
this fact in mind.”

Sean MacEntee was not a
candidate at the General Elec-
tion in June 1922, Having
married in May of the previ-
ous year, he withdrew from
active politics and in partner-
ship with Fergus O’Kelly,
whom he had first met in the
G.P.O. in 1916, tried to set up
a practice as consulting
engineers.

He remembers well
morning of June 28,

the
1922,

when he and his partner set -

off early for Wexford where
they had been retained by the
local corporation to design a
system of street lighting.
There they learned of the
shelling of the Four Courts;
but the news was sketchy and
vague and, of course,disturb-
ing. It was only when they
got back to Dublin that even-
ing they heard of the Govern-
ment's ultimatum.

They heard also of the
artillery borrowed from the
British. Though he had not

previously identified himself

with the Volunteers in the
Four Courts and, indeed, had
been critical of their actions,
“anger and resentment that
guns should be turned on my
old comrades drove me, to
repont to the headquarters of
‘the  Dublin Brigade 1in
Barry's.”

Eventually - he found him-
self in the Hammam Buik-
ing in O'Connell Street under
the command of Cathal
Brugha, who put him in
charge of what was then the

arlborough St. Post Office.

e importance of this post
lay in the fact thgt it com-
manded Waterford Street and
the approach from it to the
rear of the O’Connell St.
block.

Early on, the Wednesday,
he was ordered by Cathal

- Brugha to evacuate hLis small
-garrison and to report for

further orders. He was to
make hi§ way through the
Free State lines. With the

"help of a youth who knew

the district well, he suc
ceeded din getting to his home
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where he slept for the next
24 hours.

A couple of days later, he
was sumunoned to a meeting
of IRA officers, presided
over by the late Frank Hen-
derson. He was told that a
plan to rescue Rory O'Con-
nor and his comrades was
being considered and asked
if he could construct a tunnel
into Mountjoy from a house
in . Glengariff Parade, which
would be vacated for the
purpose.

He agreed to trv and some
days later with a team of

Oscar
“Commanded respect of
fellow prisoners”,

Traynor wo—

ten or twelve men — who be-
came known as “the Diggers”
— he was smuggled into the
house after dark and started
work the following morning
at daylight,

But, the attempt was
doomed to failure; the work
could not be done noise-
lessly, the neighbours were
awakened and before long the
whole neighbourhood was
aware of strange happenings
in the house, The result was
that in the afternoon Free
State troops arrived in
lorries, burst into the house,

captured the unarmed
“Diggers,” and loaded them
into the lorries.

Before the day ended, Sean
MacEntee found Limself for
the second time in his life
passing through ‘*the grue-
jso.r?e doorway of Kilmainham
ail™.

“Over the succeeding weeks
I was joined by Sean T.
O'Kelly, Oscar Traynor, Tom

Barry (who subsequently
escaped from Gormanston),
Paddy Houlihan, Michael

Tannam and others who were
later invaluable in the early
days of Fianna Fail,” he
recalls.

“Tte stay in Kilmainham
ended whep in the autumn
all the prisoners were trans-
ferred to Gormanston Camp,
where conditions were com-
pletely different, Gormans-
ton had been an American
Air Corps camp during World
War One. It was laid out in
comfortable huts, each with
two shower bathrooms, the
compound within the barbed
wire penrnmeter was roomy
and there was a playing field
witly a football pitch and
space for other sports,

“Inside the compound,
everything was run by the
the prisoners with Osecar
Traynor as 0.C. Oscar, in the
old days before ‘the Split’,
dauntiess O'C of the Dublin
Brigade, commanded the .re-
spect, not only of his fellow-
prisoners but of the custo-
dians as well. Most of the
guards, from Col. Christy
O'Malley, O/C Gormanston,
through Captain Corry, right
down to the ranks had
served during the Black and
Tan” war under Oscar and
continued to refer to him and
respect him as “The Brig.”

Of course, in relation to the
question of the Treaty, the
division between old com-
rades was marked and
definite; they were pro-
Treaty, we were anti-Treaty.
But regret that we were thus
divided was the predominant
emotion, particularly between
Oscar and Christy.”

Oscar Traynor appointed
Sean MacEntee prisoners’
Adjutant to organise -and
regulate witldin "the barbed
wire the administration of
the camp and its daily
routine,
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“The morale of the pris-
oners was high. With very few
exceptions they were men
of character and self-respect
and in the mess, were re-
spected by their guards. Not
that they fraternised with
eacl: other — after the Kkill-
ing of Rory and Liam and
Dick and Joe on December
8, there was a line of blood
dividing them - but there
was no individual animosity
between them.)”

The prolongation of the
Civil War was a torment to
Sean MacEntee. He saw how
it was “enabling James Craig
and the Northern junta to
consolidate their position and
helping them to justify that
position to the doubters
among their own people.” He
is strongly convinced that
when the Treaty was signed,
the number who doubted the
wisdom of Partition and the
secession of the Six Counties
was not ipsignificant,

“The consolidation of Par-
tition” he says, “was the in-
evitable and possibly, irre-
deemable, consequence of the
Civil War., But all this is
being wise after the event.

“How to undo Partition Las
preoccupied me as it did our
great leader. For 50 years,
de Valera worked patiently,
constantly, quietly, indefatig-
ably to win the confidence of
his Northern fellow-country-
men.

“Those years of patient en-
deavour culminated in the
meeting of Terence O’Neill
with Sean Lemass. This would
have initiated a new era in
Ireland’s history, but the
initiative was frustrated when
the candidate of the People’s
Democracy intervened in the
Bannside to deprive Terence
O'Neill of a smashing victory
over lan Paisley and thereby,
ensured the defeat of
O’'Neill's rapprothement.”

“Now, we have a new civil

war in Northern Ireland:
though, what it is about is a
matter for conjecture,

whether it is between rival
Mafias for the control of the
clubs, the shebeens or for
reasons of sectarian hate is
anyone's guess. TLe one cer-
tain thing is that if the policy
of the British Government
in Nornhern Ireland is ‘divide
et impera,” no agent is more
sedu.lous and efficient in
making that policy effective
than those who have dis-
honoured the npame of the
Army which served the duly
elected Government of the

Irish Republic fro
1922 m 1919 to

Mr. MacEntee's internment
of course kept him removed
from the bitter incidents and
the atrocities on the two
sides in the Civil War.

. But, bad as some of the
incidents were, he claims they
bear no relation to what he
describes as “the zenith of
evil of the Provisionals' cam-
paign” today. The men in-
volved then, he says, were
active combatants, not inno-
g?nt bgr\stgnd%rs blown to

eces by bombs or killed i
se%z:rianl é}\tacks. ed in

he 'S opposition to
the Treaty he sees as a diffi-
cult question to answer, even
now. In his view, there was a
breach of contract between
the Government and the IRA
whose loyalty to the Govern-
ment was conditional on the
Goverpment’s attachment to
the idea of a Republic.
Whether it was sufficient to
Justify mutiny or legitimate
pr'ci\thest ihe s not sure,

e 1Issue at stake, he
olaims, was whether we were

going to have a monarchy or

a Republic. “Asthur Griffith
Was not merely a monarchist;
he was strongly- anti-Republi-.

can.. He did not'ibelieve in

Republicanism as a stab
form  of Government -at allﬁ
Sean. MacEntee, the  spldier
e the practical - politi-

cian with the entry of Fianna
Fail into Irish politics and
the | formation of the first
Fianna Fail Government in
1932. He is very happy at the
achievements of Fianna Fail
in those early days and at the
enactment of the first Con-
stitution approved by the
people in 1937.

“My best job was done as
Minister for Finance,” he
allows himself a slight boast,
which he immediately depre-
cates. “But consider what we
did jin the field of social ser-
vices over the years — with
the bld age pension, the intro-
duction of pensions for
widows and orplLans, chil-
dren's allowances and unem-
ployment assistance. We were
one!of the most progressive
govg'rnments in Europe.

“At the same time, we
undertook a vast housing
programme.. I provided the
finance and Sean T. O'Kelly
carried-out the programme.
And we owed not a penny to
any ;foreign country. In Bel-
fasti!we used to say — ‘Keep
out lof debt; don’t take your
clothes to the pawn,’ I
always remembered that.”

Deéficit  budgeting  and
foreign borrowing he regards
with considerable fears about
the leffects on the country's
future. “We are going to have
to pay for all this in the
future,” he predicts, “with
youdg people having to 20
without jobs and the conse
quent danger of a revolution-
ary Isituation. Already, 1 can
see the growth in lawlessness
in the country with almost
daily bank robberies. [ am
very, pessimistic about the
future.”

The present troubles in
Northern Ireland have dis-
turbed him more thLan most,
becauise of his Belfast back-
ground. He used to go back
to his native city regularly
until 1969. He thinks the
passive resistance of the cvil
rights’ workers would have
achieved much because they
were; directing world-wide
attention on Northern Ireland
and jthe British Government
would have been forced (0
act.

He was deeply shocked by
the Arms Crisis of 1970 and
disturbed by its effecis oD
the country and on the party
he helped to found. "It 1s 1
possible to understand,” he
says.| "It was a terrible pit).

He is totally uncompronus
ing in his attitude to the Pro-
visionals, repeating his charge
that it is “blasphemy” to sug-
gest | there is any relation
between ttem and the men
of 1916, “Can you imagine
James Connolly or Padraic
Pearse planting a bomb or
encouragipg others to plant
[ mb that is obviously
going to blow innocent
people to pieces” he asks'

sees the only solution
to Partition as the creation
of friendship and trust be

\

tween the Northern commu-
nltie%l and between North aqd
South. He aceepts there is

immense bitterness on both
siles]| but suggests that a
start{ will havé to be made 10
hedl {the wounds and to get
people working together In
harmony,

In{his book-lined study to
day, | Sean MacEntee looks
with} some satisfaction at
Fianpa Fail's achievements
over{the past 50 years, recall-
ing with extraordinary accur-
acy.the names of places and
people of long years ago.

- “We were not in any sensé
socialist revolutionaries” he
smiles; ‘“but we believed if
we - could - get control of our
own | affairg: we would do0
hings: {much better. You
would have to know what life
was: Jike . .4n .- Ireland before
1916
have

come : tOdﬁY.”

to: realise how far we - -

»iealts




