FOWNES
| STREET
JOURNAL

-~
ze’f ‘F dd "'FSM'
the oppression of all
Hhose 3duHP Pk A

1
®==== ||
= >
1 WOMEN’S LIBERATION
| MOVEMENT

Vol. 2, No.l.
September1973 .
3] 1 g Box No.662




Mmeﬂ, Unite

Si 31'?453
One
s aghich di : Rees sustanse @
J?hda amongak ‘ 5‘;::,?@ #‘ima “‘“ ;0 wﬁmes ‘ :s a ?ﬁaﬁdf&. fack of
’ oﬁ;i& 9ﬁ k .
mamtmuned n sany  asays ; 3‘1&9 all ek of umby g
)Jomrm GRe Wwﬁa ed f:a Q husband : .

. : the. magital
s&arh. ~chage whene fhe m@&:ﬁ;ef{s cdds  ame ln&
W and Ims énﬁnm i’?ﬁpééégj Hen Fosican eﬁbzfgm ﬁ%&ﬁ

i offen maintamed  Jihout egm b Aum:%;&m%‘
Gs an  he gﬁemdes d:c{»es ho(: it mf'
‘many “demonds  and  docs ,;m ,sggk eibian Yiom “hoe (o0
women all 18 well .

omen. . @Re  capable o golidary
and Pghjf{mi ) ud&&?ﬁ' gﬁ“ Fg,a 33‘5;‘ P uﬂdegﬁ.&nc{; boﬁ;ad?qzzaw
Lsomen man w-‘&“’ e avould  Pind - despena

gituction 5r>mp€ !05'9!‘3@““’% tlomen efe eapable Q‘ aw 5

pemgeloes and Qf achieving feit goals . The '“el' . %"w&:
and  o}fen unfos rly ’R.tdacuiéd iCA” has dane. hm&e. b
imphove . he ife of  woren in  Ireland han an gcgm

yom But we GRe keld that Women are eapd onl o.}.
3"55‘?‘ nq qnd Mu"ﬁ hen ?C&Rhe& unldl  we age f'n 3&3}3@3
o} almo beheving” ourselues . _

, Job  us ot he distracld  faom Fhab  wshich o
he. basic am  ©f all  womens GReups— lo Secusre ful
fmdds and Ras?cnsxbchhas for  women. Bt us  nok be
:rug{ggg eondibioned infe . beid Qé the isclated "ME" Lohe has |
made & CoR@R- Wise s-wige , or Spouse's shabus - -wise,
Tn most eases fhe Succ.ess}iul Mlomon I8 haumﬁ Risen §

m ke  bit and her fmums osifioa h ;
keeping - the c.:ri?&shm @ﬁeﬁ womm} ih @ ?s{'ehs, qfhpmzﬂm aut |
jeolation . o;. all , Jlet us pot  em fnﬂ ke tackis

-~ which hwo. been used B dedide  us Gﬂams!’ “each ofker
{gsg&gs we aRe ‘fo&mtdabie. , dwided e ..f-ml



FOWNES STREET JOURNAL - READERS® QUESTIONNATRE

E lectzﬁg material for the magazine, it would be a great help .if

[ a little more about our readers - what sort of person are you, \
P #hat do you like to read about most? So, we made out the- i
'tuw;ng qaestzannazze for you to answer, Fill out as much_of 1t

P you like and post it te us at: P.O. Box 662, Dublin 9.

scon as we hear from you, we will analyse the results and you can
all about yourselves in the next issue of the Fownes Street Journal.

YOURSELE i T ~ | :
§2.1.015ex: iemale £ 1.6  Are you trained to do !
| Male any other work besides |
. : what you are doing at the
Which age group do 0o m@nt?

you belong to: What is it

a S0~60 v 1.7 Do ysu he*aag to any of
800 - the active groups in your
- ’ areas

Ica i

irish Housewives ﬁssgca
1ML

Widows Assoc.

Women's Lib.

?miitiaai parties §
{specify)
Fa;eﬂifzeazher Assoc.
Parish Committes

In Eubifn
Eﬁﬁneﬁher town

1.4 Are You!

SSingle fResidents® Assoc.
SMarried [J0ther (name)
Fhidowad
CiScparated 1.8  Where do you stand on the
ivorced ' big issues affecting women:
- {a} Completely against.
¥here do you : : {b) ﬁsd&razﬁiy against.

(c} Neutral. _
. {d) Moderately in favour.
the home : {e} In favour completely.

" FiContraception
Abortion

Cabivorce :
iching ibqual Pay for Equal Wotk
i er professional Equal Taxation
cify). qual Educational Qp§grtu31?Y
ent Day Care Centres

ﬁlxeé Schools (Cc-zd)

Ceptd next page..,,§
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amtd. from previous page.....

to make:

Any comments you would like

<-1 Do you read it:

ﬂReguiar}y'»
zjﬁgcasienally

‘ =2.2. Would you prefer to:

Buy it in the
tjnewsagents
fadSubscribe

"~ (&1 per year and
- have it arrive by
post) ¥

82,3 What changes would you
‘ like to see in the
magazine: '

Bigger

Glossier
LlMore Pics.
£3Llonger articles

'{é Would you pay more for a
‘ bigger, better Fownes St.
Journal: ;

‘ Yes
£ NO

Do you object to the ads.
in the magazine:

-. EYes
No )
- BNo, but don't

advertise useless
~ products

2.6  0Of all the articles that you

read in the magazine, which
one did vou: - e

Dike most
ﬁisliks most

2.66 Do you think the name of
the writer should appear withl

each article:

2.7  How many of these areas
would you like to read about

in the magazine:

Stories about .a woman's
life in various parts of
Ireland, the worid

{:3{b) Women and women's issues .

in the news

Reports from women's
organisatidns on their
current activities

{:}fd} Regérts of Women's
Li

sration Movement's
activities

i{:jie} Comment on current films,

TV shows in ralation to
their treatment of women,
books, etc,

Readers' letters about
articles in the magazine,
Advice for readers with

financial, legal or
whatever ’

D(hj Romance, poetry, jokes,

cartoons

E:I(i) Other (describe)

Piease indicate in order of

your preference the three you

favour most. .
{:Qnt&\f usXt pagﬁ;l I EEY

problems, whether personal,




from provigus page.....)
Would you be prepared to
jot down your own ideas for
an article in the magazine
.(we can help you with the
writing if you're shy?)

Just write down the numbeis
of the subjects listed above
that you think you know
something sbout

Contd. -
2.8
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Any comments on magazine:
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“dot in God's Image, by Julia
- O'Faolain & Lauro Martines.
= (Temple Smith, London).

§%. The Descent of Woman, by .
‘Elaine Morgan. (Northumber- N
pland Press Ltd., Gateshead). ks

‘The Church and the Second Sex, '
B¥ Mary Daly., (Willmer Bros.
&td., Birkenhead).

2 Second Sex, by Simone de
iro .

Feainine Mystique, by
ey Friedan. . ,°

&

- -

®

fa remark, by a male teacher,
- § when the
i boys inte

: Apgly: ‘Ad for Flat, Women's
’il

'fbygw”f7f;'

question of allewing
the Domestic Science

| Class was discussed, "An

! excellent idea - knowing how

| Lo cook would make them

1 independent.”

W
Dr. Mary Daly, Assigtant Prof.
of Theology at Bosten College,
Mas$§. in her book - "The Church
and the Second Sex" writes:

"Especially disastrous for :
marriage is an element of the
Eternal Woman myth which has
been dear to popes and theolo§~
ians as well as to non-Christians:
the virtual ddentification of
women's being with the relational
roles of wife. and mother (with
the stress upon mother),
Psychoanalysi Andr Lussier
States.that therapy often reveals
a woman who has an impression
of non-existance, resulting

from the annihilation of  her:
personality identity by her
duties as wife and mother,
Therapy also reveals that thare
are men - and they are legions -
for whom the person in the wife
is non-existent. ~ These men

know the wife as a gissessicn :
and the mother of their children®,

Advertisement

WANTED....Tenant for large reom
in flat. Dublin 2 area. Gas,
electricity, 'phone, etc.
Couples no hassel. Reaseongbie

: g

rent.

eration Movement, Post Office
Box. No. 662. Dublin 9. :




i8e law is for the protection of
£8e people.

It is your law, to
otect you. It is my law to
dtect ne. Or is it? Arve

*n regarded as people?

Murphy got married. Every
she had a chiid. She did
aglwvays want the child, but
* Iaw says that she may not

* contraceptives. The law,

@ by men, did not protect
Murphy, a wonman.

Murphy's husband deserted
She went to the law for
Wtection, in her new situation

i @eserted wife. Out of her

Sand's wages of £3C a wesk,

E¥ Murphy was awarded §£15 s
The law recognised, and

¥ so, that the man could

¥e on thin air, and he

8 his car to take him to his

s ¥hich was far away, and

"six pounds & week ¥or his digs,

and then -the money for clothes
and things afterwards. Mary
and her eight children were

Lalso given £15 to live on. The

law did not exactly kick her

in the teegh, but this pittance
you would not describe as
"protection®,

But then,what could the law do?
Award all the man's money te
the wife, in which case he
wouldn't work, and send the man
to prison, in which case she'd
get even less on welfare? So
the law divided the paerson's
money, and the woman got what
was left over. Mary ‘then got
into debt. She fell behind
in rent and electricity bills.
She got an eviction notice -
the law was used against her:

and her electricity was .cut

off - legally. She borrowed

Contd. next page.....




id. from previous page.....
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f@nce money from her husband,
asked for a receipt, and

# paid off the electricity,

= the following week, she
keived a reduced allowance
her husband. S0 ghe

85 not able to put down even

b 1ittle against the rent
iFrears. ’

=as went to the St. Vincent de
#2ul Society to ask them for a
‘Band-out. But they had struck
‘Ser off their list of charitable
| Tecipients, because she had been
£0ing out with a2 man to whom she
¥as not married and they szaid

“ she would get them a bad name.

- weocrted wives should stay
~deserted wives, they falt.

§ Mary's neighbour objected to her
§ having a boyfriend, and told her
§ SO in vulgar terms. Mary lost
) Ber temper, and broke the -

meighbour's window.  She was
summoned by the court for
malicious damage, and was fined.
£10. The law came looking for
the fine when the time for

Jment was up.,  She hadn't got
it, and the law legally :
Epestered her in the form of a
guard, who had his legal duty to
perform - the collection of
‘fiaes.

Mary is exhausted and bewildered
&8¢ facing eviction. iz there
? law, she wants to know, which.
can help her? Well, now, the
28w will certainly uphold seme
Mary's rights.  She is
itled, like anyone slse, to

t in the Shelbourne - if she
gan afford it. She is
fatitled to set up a finsnce
smpany or start s business -

& she can afford it. She is
Mmtitled to keep her children
school beyond school~leaving

¢ froe
passage along the public high~
way, if she §§ chooses, and
she doesn't even have te pay
for that. She can even go
out te work, if she likes,
the law allows that - if she
canp get a job which will
enable her to pay a house-
keeper to raise her children.
Excuse her, please, while she

ﬁi&s’iaﬁﬁéi&gar_

8=, and even send them to

-1

1 ing together could manage

"He estsblished that, while a
‘sturdyymale.washer-up could cepe
with dishes for 200 customers
‘during a shift, two women worke

1,200 - since they have less
energy, women work more method-
ically. They are also more
sparing with detergent.”

- An Observer Business News |
report about a chain of Ca
hamburger restaurants 10/6/73. |

(I wonder if he paid the women |
accordingly?) f

¢ ]
# -
Would you like to sdvertise
in our journsl?
Whole page: 410
Half page: £5
Qtr. page: £3
ith. page: £2

For further details, please
write to: ?.0. Box No. 662,

L

Dublin 9.

o
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Desy Editors,

C. O'Donovan's letter, published

in the May/June issue of the
Journal, strikes me as remark-
ably confused. However, 1
think her ideas deserve to be

taken seriously because so many

people cherish the same hotch-

- potch of attitudes, and that's

why I would like to comment on

them and say why I disagree.

S rst:

She says that she

agrees with the Church's view
of marriage. Then why does

she have sex with her bovfriend?

She seems to think that

abstaining from contraception
is enough to keep her in line

With religious orthodoxy, I

wonder how many unwanted
“illegitimate children are
born .in Ireland as a2 result of
this attitude? Pornication
is o.k. provided you take care
that it's '"spontaneous' every
time; then you can go cosily
to-confession with the old

excuse, "Father, my passions
ran away with me" (whereas -
if you took a consciocus moral
decision to use contraceptives,
that would make the sin pre-
meditated and unforgivable).
It isn't that I'm dgainst pre-
marital sex - on the contrary,
1 think people should have as
much fun as they can cope
with - but this attitude is
illogical. The responsible
thing to do is to sort out
your religicus and ethical
position; the "sin', surely,
is in refusing to face reality,
acting as if there was no
contradition, and nc decision
to be made. Ms. O'Uonovan
obviously does not want a baby
just now, as she says she is
“"lucky" not to have conceived.
Conception is not an accident.
She knows what causes it and
she has the means to aveid it,
either by contraception or-
by sexual abstinence.

Contd. next page.....
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?’ ﬁrﬂa i&?é?iﬁﬁSWﬂ T E

¢ says that "a product of love
g1d not be damned without &
e".  Just what is she
lking about?  This does have
me application te abortiom,.

£ it is crazy to talk about

e prevention of conception in
at way. In all forms of
mtraception (except IUD's,

> sperm and the ovum never even
together, so how can there be
'‘product of love" to be

*! ed''?

e does not think the money
factor has anything to do with
ing babies. This is simply
‘monsense. The argument that
Sod will provide doesn't

urvive a quick look around this
‘unhappy island (much less the
net we live on). Does God
‘provide for the children
Degging on the streets of Dublin?
It's buryiigc your head in the
' sand to say that "where babies
srive they have to be catered
‘for and where there's a will
there's a way." This fatalism
' is irresponsible in the modern
world; when we didn't have the
‘means to limit birth, it was a
useful attitude, but now it is
 nothing short of immoral to
ignore our ability to control

ver reproductive faculty.

' Babies do not just "arrive";
we produce them and it's notuse
pretending that they are an act
of God.

0f course, I agree that children ‘

are more important than money
and that large families can be
very loving and happy; but
remember that this is in spite .
of poverty. Parents harassed
By money worries have to devote
energies to the strugglie for
survival that they could be
giving to bringing up their
children; poverty is an
ebstacle to family love. Scme
iparents have exceptional energy
and endurance, and manage to

Bere the working is uncertain), -

-, perhaps jealous of theg too,

find enough love and patiescte
go zound - but one of the worst z
things a poor mother or father hasj.
to bear is having to refuse their
children adequate food or clothes

not exist,these days, just &

‘years left, and at

;gradud& celdnéss between herself
“and her hwshand, and make her

‘mothers around, you won't take

realise the snobbery behind her |
preference for the "trus .lady,

‘they are social decorationms,
‘irrelevant, out-of-date ones
at that.

1

‘e to

pads

{not to mention Sande Claus toys, |
school outings, etc.). If you
think this sort of poverty does

e
& stroll down Sean McDermstt 8t.
some day. You can't just gloss
over it by saying "where there's
a will, there's a way."

Ms. O'Donovan's friend, Pamels,
may be contented now, but at 28
she has roughly twenty fertile
her present
rate of a child s year, that
would mean twenty-nine children.
(All of whom will "have to be
catered for").  Sooner or later
she will have to face this and
either do something about centra-
ception or gtop having sex ~
which in torn would inevitably

irritable with her children and

particularly if they achieve the
carefree sex-life whigh she has
denied herself. If you look

at a few of the "martyred"

this possibility flippantly.

Cancarning Mrs. O'Donovan's
remarks about Barbars Cartland
and Germaine Greer - does she

elegant, well-spoken, cared for"?
These are not morsl ¥irtues; -

I haven't seen
Germaine Green on t.v. since

she used to compere a children's
programme on UTV, ages ago, but
I have read her book, :,and can't
understand how her insistence

on women's self-respect and
self-reliance can be interpreted !
as "a degradation of womanhood".
(The glorification of rape in
Barbara Cartland's novels ‘is

o

7.

Contd. neXt pEge. . .
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or matter],

¥es as sexusl beings

F not being bern neuter.

e»réimg te Ms. O'Donevan, "the
Sic difference"
that women want to leel rich
2 glamowous and men want
*€h_and successful.
Bphasis on worfdiyv wealth Fron
€one who is so sager to play
1 "the money
entext!), Anvhow, checking up,
asked my husband if it was his
rean” to "walk into an office,
nk or business venture and have
¥eryone whisper 'the big man'",
® Teplied in astonishment that
certainily was not. {All he
Wants when he waiks into the bank
125 to have naéadg comment on his
averdraft). I ha
ing my own subconscidus desires
d cannot find the ¥lightest
bition to "walk inte

opping every man, woman and
hild with my beauty, poises,
ephistication and personality”.

3

LU Personality!") The pathetic
7~£viai£ty"3¥ such

wondering whether to laugh or
Y. What I want of my life is
uite different: shared love,
d the courage te facs reality,
ensequently the prospect of being
the woman behind the man" does

0t interest me.  You can't

iare love in an unequal relations
ip, and you can't accept vour

211 humanity by passing the buck
3 the male decision-maker.

urs sincersly,

ainne Tebin -
Garville Road
thgar
blin 6

factor” in another

ve been examin-

AR §§§§§%£
ifying themselves and each other

between the sexes

an airpore?..

=0 a2 Dior origimal, with chinchilis,
fooking like a film star and

I wish to draw sttentien threugh §
yOur columns to an ad. for the E |

‘"Shop 'n Save" stores at present
being shown in Dublin cinemas.

This advertisement is a lengthy
study of women lowering zips te
reveal naked chests, women with
long legs at the top of which ars
very short skivts aad patterned
knickers etg. ad Bauseun. (I'm
sure we ali knew the kind of
thing).

A

In other wérds, society's
accepted presuppositions of
women’s sexuality and its seliing
power are being used in their

- contemporary manifestations to
market "Shop 'n Save" tgoods®,

An obvious case of crass exploite
ation: B prostitution of women
and a degradation of our

- sexuality. :

Are we é@ submit to this?
R. Riddiek

63 Lr. Leesoa St.

& longing leaves

If any re: s would like to write !
to us, please. send vour letters te |
Women's Li%@r%ti@ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁgﬁiaig Pest
Office Box. Ho. 662, Dublin 9.

Would you like te have youm

copy of the FOWNES STRERT
§§§E§ﬁ§ delivered to yeur
ome?

feg?igvﬁub$gripticn: £1
{which inciudes postage}.

Write to Fownes Street
Journagl, Wemen's Liberation
Movement, P.0. Box 662 ?

Dublin 9. 3

8¢



by Ruth Riddick

Our male-dominated, or zndro-
centric, society is successe
.orientated. Success is measured
by power: power is measurediby
possessions, The more 2 man
possesses ~ the move he can control
tHe more he has to dominate - the
more successful he becomss, He
chooses these pessessions with
care so that at a glance they

may reflect the measurs of his
success and, through it, his
-power. The notion of private
property imstitutionslizes his
dominance over thess possessiocns -
they are truly his alone and no
other’s. We can new recognize
the link betwesen possession,
domination and success as EXPTHSE~
ions of power. The whole worid
of capitalist society has grovn
around this principle.

If we accept the Law of Privete
Property and all that it entails
we allow a man sole pessession
of inanimate objects - houses,
cars, etec., ~ with no meral
qualms. We even accept his
contirel over certain living
creatures - domestic animals,
horses etc. -However, when a
man seeks to possess and thereby
dominate another of his kind we
hesitate - for example, slavery

By el
£ ke 85

being abolished with out

TR Support, Can we morally
stify the subjugation of a
wman being, born with free
will?, we liberals ask. Aad
to this question we firmiy
reply Yo",

5

S
oo

™

Yet when we come te discuss the
role of women in this context,

- beilng androcentric, we $E§§ﬁ¥

a2 double standard to justify

a man's desive to possess

women, as he would an inanimste
object; to dominste her, as

he would 2 slave; and to turn
her, his possession, into a
living symbol of his social
status, his success. In

Support of this we have at
varieus times in cur history —

argued %§3§‘%$%@§ are scarcely
human at s11, that they are in-
capable of independent action,

that they are naturally evil

requiring g male redeemar and

50 forth ad nauseus. Therefore,

the arguement runs, women are
net equal to men: thazefore
nen may possess and dominate
them, to their society's ends.

Having accepted some or all of
these contradictery proposals
we immediately set about msking

Contd. next page.....
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beconing
E thing other than only human.
The differvence fe institutiemalized
from the cradle ~ g baby gird i
‘2dorned with pink paraphernalis;

& baby boy with blus. We empioy
sducatien to foster this difference
by falling to educate a girl to

n conferm te them by

the world af her brother. sad
we groom her for & quite sevavste

sxperience of 1life -~ he the szciive,
she the passive. Thus she sets
her sights on life-long service:
be on command. From puberty our
business interests gmnspire to
make 2 girl ashamed of her human
nature reveslisd In her beody and
its functienings, for it is during
these beody-coemscious years that

‘We are most suscepitable to this
kind of pressure.” With expensive
‘brassiers the girl is encouraged

te coerce her maturdgg breasts

inte & shape that is not naturally
thelrs but confirms te the standard
propegated through advertising.
Uther "foundation garments" are
alzo sold to the carefully fostered
insecurity snd shame women fesl
sbout their bedies. Deodourants
and perfumes ave designed to
concesl s woman's human smell and
all traces of her menstrusl flow.
We (society) demand that women
cover their faces with ever incrsas-
ing layers of paint, a costly mask
vﬁiéiﬁ§ netural freshmess and
yitality. We dull women's
consciousness with endless con-
fusion about the lstest fashion,
the. correct hailrstyle etc. He
leave our female in ignorancs

and fesr of her sex organs and

the nature of her sexual ztimulats
ion and pleasure thus robbing her
of any nstursl initiative or
desire; of the active. We have
£inglly transformed her frem a
healthy, adventurous baby into s
passive plaything to be moulded

by big business - a doll 1ike

the dells she was given to waste
her own childhosod purposeliessly

‘But this adult doll is net
purposeless.  She fulfilis a
‘triple function - that of chief
‘consumer of the consumer society:
'of human yardstick of her man's
isuccess; and of mother of the
‘male heir to his father's
investment in private property.

I5 this male-defined destiny
and the arguments used to '
justify it morally sustainable?
‘Modern women don't believe so.
Hence their forceful demand for
‘liberation, for their right te
transcend the limitations of
this one~dimensional stereo-

The Women's Liberation Meve-
ment threatens capitalist
‘society because It strikes at
its foundations - private
property. By sxamining the
status of the possessed, it
demands 3 new analvsis of the
nature of possession, the valuse
of sucdess and the morality of
povwer through dominatior

ALl rights reserved throughent
‘world. Reproduction in any
‘m@gnner, in whole or pare, ins
‘BEnglish or other languages, pres~
(hibited, except by Women's.

: Liberation Movements.
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SHE, YOU, ME?

or

A BITCH IN SEASON

In a semi~detatched house in the
suburbs, she was born female,
through no fault of her own. At
first, she felt at no loss. She
reclined in pink nylon, and was
caressed by strangers, who
managed to muster up some gentel-
ness, perhaps because of her
golden curls or cheeks tinged
with delicate rose. Little
Johnnie next door was admired for
his brains.

At 5, she would glance over the
hedge, where invariably, some old
lady from across the road would
be exchanging pleasantries with
Johnnie's mother, and she would
hear with curiousity references
to Johnnie's enquiring mind,

and how he tock after his father
in that he let nothing stand in
his way. Whilst adults were
endeared to Johnnie when he
climbed trees or disrupted the
household ("He knows what he
wants, the makings of a success-
ful man", they would remark).
She knew - or maybe she had
learned painfully since those
passive cradle days -~ that to
win favour she had to be demure
and Y"ladylike', She was en—
couraged to be decorative in
every situation.

School was a restrictive place
where docility was forced upon
her by frustrated regimental
women who were so grey and cold,
neutral, moving silently,
sneaking around corners, only
discernable from the background
jungle of concreta and corrugated
iron by the scarlet painted
mouths,

She was growing to be rather
proud of her ability to provide
comfort, to build a nest and
decorate it with her presence,
She discovered that she was
exempt from the challenges of the
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world, and realised that she could
achieve only through passivity.

At 12 years of age, she would
listen with awe and yet a certain
reflex detatchment to her father,
when, in the evening, after having
had his needs attended@ to by his
wife and daughter, he would relate
the happenings of his eventful
day. Occasionally her mother
would chime in about the dress

she had bought, her new hairstyle,
or the price of tomatoes.

The same year, her mother called
her aside one Sunday morning in
August when she had thought it

hot enough to venture out in shorts
and a flimsy top. Over a cup of
tea she was told the facts of life.
Apart from when she considered to.
be her mother's frankness concerning
a subject which was not, to her
knowledge, discussed openly, she
was not perturbed, for with an
exchange of whispers and giggles,
sex had for a long time been a
topic of conversation among her
friends. All at once, though,-
she felt a sense of shame, an
awareness of the meaning that

her scantily clad body conveyed,
and accordingly she changed her
attire,.

At 13, she was noticeably develop—
ing. She would dream of a stroms
tall man capturing her (though
needless to say, he was unaware
that she had lured him to her)
and her thoughts graduated; while
at first her dreams were similar
to romantic fiction, they later
evolved into fantasy situatioms in
which he tried to persuade her to
"give herself completicly", but she
was unrelenting. He loved her
for her purity, respected her, and
reassuringly gathered her soft form
in his arms, protecting her, com-
forting in a platonic cmbrace, and
ghelost herself in the rugged
Contd, ncxt pagc...




roughness that was at the same

time tender, while he clasped but
could never possess the warmth of
her, and she was immortalised in
his memory, Her dreams were no
sooner formed, then broken, nerhaps
by her clumsey encounters ulth boys
of her own age, who groped crudely
at her in the dimness of smoky
coffee bars, One morning, she
awoke and found that, technically,
she was a woman. At first, she
felt unique, as though her fertlllty
was a gift from God imparted to her
alone. Then she rcalisecd that she
had at her command a commodity
which, by a sequencc of giving

or witholding, could achieve a
limitlcss assortment of her desires.
It was powerful, it wass her body.
Subsequently, she set out on a
scries of affairs, in return being
pampered and complimented, yet
never emotionally involved, She
knew when to use her passport to
decadence, when to flash it around
but give nothing, Spiritually

she was drained, cumpty. Mentally,
she was distant, calculating,
withdrawn, laughing inwardly at
this man who at present was
frenziecd and uncontrollable above
her, He would furnish her with
compensations, rcfucl her ego.

She wou™ act out her submissive,
unreachable part, in her shell,
until the bitter taste invaded

her mouth the next morning and,
scornful, she watched him go his
way, like the rest, and make way
for her mext victim, She chcer-
fully gambled, and lost her
resources of happiness. She was
superficial im her accomplished
naivity.

She left school at seventeen and
worked in her father's office, or
rather supplimented the furniture
as his pcrsonal stamp, the living
proof of his virility. A certain
junior exccutive was drawn to her
for more tham one rcason, as in
this casc a relationship with her,
the daughter of his superior,
would prove frultful business-—
wise. She, in turn, found his
down-to=carth approach, similar to
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that of her father, refreshing

after the suave venecer sported by

the men involved in her previous
cscapades. She also wished to
change her status, and felt impatient
to sec how it felt to be a3 wife.

They began to neet regularly, and
when their engagement was made

known thcir acquaintances approval
was unanimous,

They marriecd, wi
blessing. Everyﬁﬁ*
sec her settle down;
had upsct then,
years he acted the
siderate indulgent husband, while
she basked in her glorificd
position, busying hersclf with her
appcarance and charm, He had been
promotcd, and his salary now provid-
ed a cleanlng for their

home, and as they atec out with his
buJincsu assoclates rather often,
she was mostly unoccupied. She
began to fcel boredom, soaking into
her everyday routine, but her
cleanin woman, wWho was married with
give children, repcatedly reminded
her how lucky she was,

TOmeT
WOoman

"I'm telling you, missus", she said,
"If I were you I'd count :y
blessings, Your old man, doesn't
make that many denands on you now,
does he? Mc? got to get
back to the other side of t
and have his mcal on the table
7 o'clock sharp when he
Big appetite he haS.
took up this job, mis
barely afford to kvep
from going hungry. belicve
it or not, I somctimes went without
mysol;, Lor fear of him being =mery
at being for money amd
coming in tight from the boozer
and taking a swipe at kKids,
Mind you, he's good in
other ways, I suppose, How izke
Jenny down the road. I wouldn't
like to say what her old fellow
puts her through. Ah well, better
get with my w( Don't forget,
missus, men the same, Out
for what they can get. Nothing to
do but keep them happy.®

Contd, next page.....
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She wrinkled her nose in

distaste and returnced to the
tedious task of painting her
fingernails. She was a

vacuum, she was numb. One

dya was much thc same as anoth-
er, culminated, due she told
herself, to her feminine wiles,
by a battle in the darkmness of
the bedroonm, but she always
surrendered, It secmed purposc—
less now, nothing to gain, no
agitating fear of any loss wihich
in the past had caused her to
succeed, to utilise her relation-
ships to her advantage while
providing for the physical needs
of the other party involved.

Now her marriagc secemed all at
once like a trap, no goal, just
the triviality Of her, the
perpetuated nyth that was her,
the miracle, the godess, the
discerning and yct unscrupalous
bitch in scason, the poor cold
hard unreachablc crcature, the
estcemed courtesan, the heroine
of old novels, the gullty shame-
£illed young girl who had been
led astray, the anonymous
anarchist, the virtuous lady
who officiatcd at bridge parties,
the martyr, thc slave, the
common Mrs. X, the stereotype
that populatcd middle-class
suburbia. The mother? She
clutched at a straw as she sank
into thc mirc, She wondercd
how it would feel to have a child,
to hold it, feel its own pulsat-

ing life. An extension of
herself. Raw matcerial for her
to mould, to formulatc. Moterh-
hood. Her vocation. Her

- a5 nysterious as Naturc itseclf,
Eve.

She discussed it with him, and
probably in order to satiate her
and prove his manhood, He
readily agreed. "Positive', the
doctor said. She cultivated a
look of blissful expectancy. A1l
through her pregnancy shc reccived
the most exclusive and sostly
mcdical attentionss.i.eee

She opened her eyes. Her labour
had been difficult but somehow the
pain caused hcr to feel as though
she werc being purified, ammending
her mistakes, being distilled. How
- relicf. Flowers around her. She
had fulfilled herself, she thought.
Her past was condonzble now that

> done her duty as a woman.
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She had endured the ultimate exper-
ience of a2 woman, she thought what
now? JOy? Despair? It was

to Bbe neither, Just a dense maze
that led nowherec, She had

trained her emotions to opt out.
She would never divorce hin. She,
through him (indeecd anyone in a
similar position who could have
fallen in the line of fire would
have becen her target) had acquired
status, prestige. It was all she
had, an asset in the shape of a
brosperous husband, all she was,
the wife of a successful man. Her
position was sought after by all
wonien and was apparently lucrative.
But by the age of 21 she felt

obsclete, recdundant. At 32 she
was in a private convalescent hom

recovering from a nervous bre akgogn.
At 37 she was undergoing psychiatric
treatment for @cep depression afier
having attempted suicide,

Now, at 41 she swallows 4 tranguill-
izers per day and sleceps on artif-
icial barbituaratc induced sleep.
Though she is now a gross embarrass—
ment to him, he demonstrates his
concern by providing somc form of
securlty in the knowledge that she
will never be lacking in anything?
Her cleaning woman of long ago is
suffering in silence. Thc woman

down the road adds to the percentage
Of women whose bodies have been
bruised, whose minds have crumbled.
There but for the grace of God go
you or I.




