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RETURN OF THE PORTS

"Eamon de Valera and Ministers setting out in motor launch to
Spike Island for the forma! taking over of Ports, I1th July, 1938.

ARTICLE 7 OF FREE STATE “TREATYy' 1921.
‘The Govedpment of the Irish State shall afford\to His Majesty’s

Imperial Forces X\

are indicated
e to time be
agreed between the Byitish Government andWhe Government of fhe Irish Free
State; and A

(b) In time of war )
harbour and other facilit
purpose of such defence ag

5 as the British Go for the

rnment may requir
foresaid. 3

Cancelled 25th April, 1938.
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Na

toghadh Meitheamh, 1927—FIANNA FAIL PARTY elected June, 1927.

I FHIANNA FAIL a~

well, T. MacEllistrim, S. Ha
, T. Detrig, M. Killilea, ], Col

PAIRTI F
T. Po 5
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, W.O’Leary, M. Corry, S. French.

'S. MacEntee, G. Boland, F. Carney, P. O’'Dowd
, A. Fogarty, J. Ryan, P. Boland, P. McCarvil

ves, M. Kennedy,
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P. Smith, T. O'Reilly,

1, N. Blancy,

D. Corkery,

v, F. Carty, T. Crowley,
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, P. Houlihan.

5 , E. de Valera, Mrs. T. Clarke, D. Buckle
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(Zflie ﬁamise

Eamon de Valéra speaking at the
Inaugural Meeting of Fianna Fdil
in La Scala (Capitol) Theatre, Dublin,
16th May, 19260.

THE duty of Republicans to my mind is clear. They must do their
part to secure common action by gétting into position along the most
likely line of the nation’s advance. If you want to know what the
direction of that line of advance at this moment is, ask yourselves what
line a young man would be likely to take—-a young man, let us say, with
strong national feelings, honest and courageous, but without set prejudices
or any commitments of his past to hamper him—-who a_imed solely at serving

- the national cause and bringing it to a successful issue.

Such a young man, examining the situation, would see, to begin with,
the country partitioned—North separated from South.... THere in the
Twen‘ty—siﬁ( Counties he would see an assembly of elected representatives
in control of the actual powers of Government and claiming to rule by the
authority and with the sanction of the majority of the people. Yet he would
know that nearly one-half of the electorate was shut out from having an
effective voice in determining its rulers, and that fully two-thirds was opposed
in spirit to the existing fegime. He would have no difficulty in tracing the
anomaly to its source, the Oath of Allegiance to a foreign power, acquiesced
in by the majority under the duress of an external threat of war.... He
would see that by isolating the Oath for attack, the whole situation, and
England’s ultimate control, would be exposed. He could scarcely doubt
that, the real feeling of the people, being what it is, the Oath would fall

before a determined assault, and he would set out to attack it as being the

most vital, and at the same time, the part most easily destroyed, of the
entire entrenchments of the foreign enemy. He could see ahead, once the
Oath was destroyed, promising lines for a further advance, with the nation
moving as a whole, cutting the bonds of foreign interference, one by one,
until the full internal sovereignty of the T'wenty-six Counties was established
beyond question. Finally, with a united sovereign Twenty-six Counties,
the position would be reached in which the solution of the problem of

successfully bringing in the North could be cenfidently undertaken.

@cln’evement

1932 Formation of first Fianna Féil Government.
Retention of Land Annuities and stand against British Economic
Sanctions. :
Commencement of Industrial Drive and beginning of new Agri-
cultural Policy.

1933 Removal of Oath of Allegiance.
Abolition of Governor-General’s Veto on legislation and of right of
appeal to British Privy Council.

1935 Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act; creation of Irish citizenship
for international purposes.

1936  Abolition of Office of Governor-General ; removal of British King
from Free State Constitution. ’

1937 New Constitution enacted by Plebiscite. (July 1).

Constitution of Ireland came into operation. {Dec. 29).

1938 Agreement for return of Ports, cancellation of war-time facilities’
Articles of “ Treaty ” and successful termination of Economic
War and of Annuities dispute.

Election of first President of Ireland.

1989-45 Declaration and maintenance of neutrality.
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Orechestra - Echoes of Ireland Lange

Conductor : FrRANK DOHERTY

Vonnéed Mac Cotng: Boolavogue McCall
Twenty Men frem Dublin Town Griffith

maiine Ni Scotmde ; eibLin o RaGin N1 Scolaidhe-Morrison
SeAn buide Arr. Larchet

Easter Time O Buachalla-O’ Callaghan

Sean Dempsey : Piob Milteonn " A4 Rogha Féin
Frank Ryan : Ireland Mother Ireland Loughborough
BRard of Armagh Arr. Larchet

Choir : An Lascaire Meanr Arr. Roberton
Q, Lovely Heart Joseph M. Plunkeit

Who Fears to Speak of ‘98 7 Arr. O Gallchabhair

A Nation Once Again Davis

Choir and Orchestra : The Legion of the Rearguard J. O’Sheehan
Soloist : 1.EO MAGUIRE

Conductor : "Orarmuro O hAlhaim

Sos.
- Orehestra : Boys of Tipperary Amers.
Griro: éamon ve Valéra, T.T.

Cataoirleac © Plorag Ruiclérs, T.O.

Donncéat Mac Coilag: banr Buada Arr. O Galichobhaiy
Dear Land Sltiabh Cuilinn

Orchestra : Let him go, let him tarry Arr. S. O’ Brien
Sesn Dempsey : Piodb uUiteann A Rogha Féin
Frank Ryan : The Lark in the Clear Air Esposito
The Bold Fenian Men Scanlon

AmrAn na Bfiann

Accompanist - Kitty O'CALLAGHAN

Ceann Siamsa: Teandio O Cadain
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ERTAIN newspapers have been very persistent in looking for my
answer to Mr. Churchill’s recent broadcast. I know the kind of
answer I am expected to make. I know the answer that first springs

to the lips of every man of Irish blood who heard or read that speech, no
matter in what circumstances or in what part of the world he found himself.

I know the reply I would have given a quarter of a century ago. But
I have deliberately decided that that is not the reply I shall make to-night.
I shall strive not to be guilty of adding any fuel to the flames of hatred and
passion which. if continued to be fed, promise to burn up whatever is left
by the war of decent human feeling in Europe.

Allowances can be made for Mr. Churchill’s statement, however unworthy,
in the first flush of his victory. No such excuse could be found for me in
this quieter atmosphere. There are, however, some things which it is my

. duty to say, some things which it is essential to say. I shall try to say them
as dispassionately as I can.

OUR NEUTRALITY

Mr. Churchill makes it clear that, in certain circumstances, he would
have violated our neutrality and that he would justify his action by Britain’s
necessity. It seems strange to me that Mr. Churchill does not see that
this, if accepted, would mean that Britain’s necessity would become a moral
code and that when this necessity became sufficiently great, other people’s
rights were not to count.

It is quite true that other great Powers believe in this same code—in their
own regard—and have behaved in accordance with it. That is precisely
why we have the disastrous succession of wars—world war No. 1 and world
'war No. 2—and shall it be world war No. 3.?

Surely Mr. Churchill must see that if his contention be admitted in
our regard, a like justification can be framed for similar acts of aggression
elsewhere and no small nation adjoining a great Power could ever hope
to be permitted to go its own way in peace.

It is, indeed, fortunate that Britain’s necessity did not reach the point
when Mr. Churchill would have acted. All credit to him that he successfully
resisted the temptation which, I have no doubt, many times assailed him
in his difficulties and to which I freely admit many leaders might have
easily succumbed. Tt is, indeed, hard for the strong to be just to the weak
but acting justly always has its rewards.

By resisting his temptation in this instance, Mr. Churchill, instead of
adding another horrid chapter to the already bloodstained record of the
relations between England and this country, has advanced the cause of
international morality an important step—one of the most important,
indeed, that can be taken on the road to the establishment of any sure basis
for peace. . ...

™

LLONE, LONG STAND

Mr. Churchill is proud of Britain’s stand alone, after France had fallen
and before America entered the war.

Could he not find in his heart the generosity to acknowledge that there
is a small nation that stood alone not for one year or two, but for several
hundred years against aggression; that endured spoliations, famines,
massacres in endless succession ; that was clubbed many times into insensi-
bility, but that each time on returning consciousness took up the fight
anew : a small nation that could never be got to accept defeat and has
never surrendered her soul ?

Mr. Churchill is justly proud of his nation’s perseverance against heavy
odds. But we in this island are still prouder of our people’s perseverance
for freedom through all the centuries. We of our time have played our part
in that perseverance, and we have pledged ourselves to the dead generations
who have preserved intact for us this glorious heritage, that we too will
strive to be faithful to the end, and pass on this tradition unblemished.

Many a time in the past there appeared little hope except that hope to
which Mr. Churchill referred, that by standing fast a time would come
when, to quote his own words, ““the tyrant would make some ghastly
rhistake which would alter the whole balance of the struggle.”

OUR ULTIMATE UNITY

1 sincerely trust, however, that it is not thus our ultimate unity and
freédom will be achieved, though as a younger man I confess I prayed even
for that, and indeed at times saw no other.

In latter years, I have had a vision of a nobler and better ending, better
for both our people and for the future of mankind. For that I have now
been long working. I regret that it is not to this nobler purpose that Mr.
Churchill is lending his hand rather than, by the abuse of a people who
have done him no wrong, trying to find in a crisis like the present excuse
for continuing the injustice of the mutilation of our country.

I sincerely hope that Mr. Churchill has not deliberately chosen the latter
course but, if he has, however regretfully we may say it, we can only say,
be it so.

Meanwhile, even as a partitioned small nation, we shall go on and strive
to play our part in the world, continuing unswervingly to work for the
cause of true freedom and for peace and understanding between all nations.

As a community which has been mercifully spared from all the major
sufferings as well as from the blinding hates and rancours engendered by
the present war, we shall endeavour to render thanks to God by playing a
Christian part in helping, so far as a small nation can, to bind up some of
the gaping wounds of suffering humanity.

Agus anois, caithfidh mé slin a fhégdil agaibh. Nuair a bhios ag caint
libh i dtas an chogaidh, chuireas an tir agus a muintir faoi choimirce Dé
agus a Mhithar Muire, agus isé mo ghuide anocht : Go raibh an choimr{
chumbhachtach chéanna oraibh sen aimsir atd remhainn !

Extract from the Taoiseach Eamon de Valerd’s broadcast to
nation, 17th May 1945, in reply to broadcast of British Premier
Mr. Winston Churchill- on” 13th’ May 1945, at conclusion of
European wav.
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1. donoact 4agus Sasomse nd h€ireann 00 DHANT aMAC MR
Tobrace.

Lo

An S'Axml,g 0 ATHUNG MAR TNACTURLADRA NA NDAOIME ATUS S40L
N&AsS1nNTA 4R Le1cilly 00 CUR AR 45410 OREIR TNAS ATUS DARR-
Samla AR SINNSEAR.

3. Tustal 4gus sarobredss na TiRe 00 CurR Cun lessda agus cun
Tairbe oon pobal uile.

4. Gire DO Déanam nea-spledc agus rém-cotartedd 1MNTI peéIn
6 taob Nna heaconamaio¢ta cO 404 ATUS 1S LET0IR €.

P‘l

An o1mredao Tedailac 4agus 15 pErotR OREIR COR 4N TSAOIL 0O
bund 4ar an ocalam.

6. Na cionncscail 1S R1ACTANAC 00 bonn bLeatd 4an STAMT 00
SUrdoeam AR AN COTUAIC TRE COMACT leicTrEACAlS 00 Cur AR

AL 1M AT & TCARNAO AR & Céile 1STIS 1 TCATRACA.

7. An Clér "Oasonflatac lets an gCéan 'O&1L 00 cur 1 ITc1omn.

CONSTITUTION OF FIANNA FAIL

The aims of Fianna F4il shall be :—

1. To secure the Unity and Independence of Ireland as a Republic.

2. To restore the Irish Language as the spoken language of the people,
and to develop a distinctive national life in accordance with Irish

traditions and ideals.

3. 'To make the resources and wealth of Ireland subservient to the
needs and welfare of all the people of Ireland.

4. To make TIreland, as far as possible, economically self-contained
and self-sufficing.

5. To establish as many families as practicable on the land.

6. By suitable distribution of power, to promote the ruralisation of
i B . e ol :
industries essential to the lives of the people as opposed to their

concentration in cities.

7. To carry out the Democratic Programme of the First Dail.

B

——r e —

buiocas

C4 an Coiste Scitrta buiod 0 Eroroe 0o T4¢ ouine & CabrRug co
P1al gan teo lets an SCOMORAO H0 00 CuR AR Sil, 4gus 5O harite
Lo BOIARE6RT na hdmarcLamne, le Magréso Uasat Ni Progoro,
D.Mus., agus Lets na cedleoiml 0 LER ; Le STIHRTOR * Scéala Cimeann’

AR HON AN PICTIGRA DREAE ATS Mak BROLLAC ar an SCLAR sO.

To schicicedar & Lpdile Led,

A word of warm appreciation and of thanks is due to our good friends
who have so generously contributed to the success of this concert. The
Organising Committee especially wish to express their gratitude to the
proprietors of the Capitol Theatre, which, as the former La Scala Theatre,
was the historic scene of the Inaugural Meeting of Fianna Fiil in May,
1926.

We also wish to thank Mdighréad Ni Phiogé¢id, B.Mus., for her very

generous assistance in organising the concert, and the artistes who are
helping by their distinguished and accomplished performances.

We also thank the Irish Press for permission to use the photograph on the
cover of this programme.

Ctlotann ¢ Juverna ”’ Teo.
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