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EDITORIAL: LABOUR AND GOALITION

The political issue of "Cc-aliticn' is once
agaih hecadline news. No doubt the two bye-
elections and hints cf a gcnerg} electicn
have prompted ccmmentators to aisScuss t%g
prospects of a ccalition government. e
Local Elections have also promptcd many
people within Latour to clabcrate and more
clearly define the party's attitude on
Coalition.

n September 17tk, the Sunday Independent
g?rzglthe first sﬁots in its attempt to cajolc
Labour into a tacit promise cof coaliticn 1in &
last desperate effort to sccure sup?ort fordlts'
nentor, the Fine Gzel Party. The Indepeﬁ znt
published two draft motions due to appear ve€rors
Conference and claimeé that 'nrc Fianna Fail
elements' would succeed in preventing Labour
from entering any Ccalition Government 1in thc1d
futurc, thereby ensuring that Fianna Fail wou
remain in cffice indefinitely. ?hls FTCSS
mis-represcntaticn lLad its desired effcct.

It produced letters from rcaders sucl as '
"disrusted Co. Galway' and 'ex-Labour voter
which received prominence on the follow1nf'
Sunday. 2oth rcaders condenned the Party's
stand and accuscd Labour of 'endangering
democracy’.

hy is the Labtour Party against entering a
Coalition with eithcr cf the two existing
partics? OQuite simply, neither of these
parties, as they stend today, makg the sanc
objectives cof the Labcur Party ona as such
any Coslition would be contradictery and rore
importsnt, would tec against the 1nterests of
the workers of Ireleand.

1948, after 17 years of Fianna Fail rule
ingenerél electionysaw them lose thlr maJorlgy.
A motley bcnd of opposition politiclans formec a
strange contradictory ccaliticn Government with
J.A. Costello, Finc Geel as Taoiscach and Scan
McBride, Cleann na Pobtleachta as Tanalste. The
Labour Perty at thet time was split and there
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were two croupings in the Dail.

This coaliticon was bound to collapse and
inevitably it cdic, in 1951 cver the famous
YMother and Crild Sclicre. L scheme intro-~
ducec by Dr. Noel Brownec tc rrovide medical
aic for motlcr and children up te tle age
of sixteen for the whole nation, rcpardless
¢f income. This was strongly opposed by
the Catholic FHierarchiy ¢n the grounds that
it contravened the moral law cf the Churck.
Tiie fine Gezel Party, under Leavy pressure
withdrew suprort for lNocl Erownc. o 2did
Iclrice, and in a Deil vete on the RBill, the
Gevernment was defeated.

In the General Llecticn that fcllcwed, Fianna
Fail werce returnced and Clenn na Pcoblachta was
virtually wiped out, Lzbour alsc suffered

but bty now it was re-united. {eanwkile, Fine
Gael impreved its own pesiticn.

In 1954 Fianna Fail was agein dcfeatcd and once
rere a Ccalition Governnment was formed with

Fine Gael and Latcur, with Ccstellc acain as
Taciscach end V¥illiam Hecrton , Lobour Leader

as Tcnoiste. During c¢ffice, Lzlcur had to stané
by as Swectman, as linister for Firsnce moved

the cffects of the ecconcmic crisis of 1956 cn

te the tacks of the workers witk his scverc
deflationary mcasurcs. Tte same Labcur Party -
trappec in office, without cffective pewer -

Lhad te cnforce that fascist measurce, tlhe Offcnces
Against the State Act, aczinst mcmbers of the
Republicen lovement.

In 1957, a General Electicn was callcd and
Fianna Fail produced tleir last pclicy staterment
mace in cppesition - a procrmisc Ly Scan Lemass

to previce 100,000 new jcls and spend £1C0
millicn in new ianvestment. Fianna TFeil wvere
rcturncd by a disheartened and disrruntled
€lecterate., Feowever, by 1959 De Valera haé



hecome President and Scan Lemass as Taoiseach
nresided over Ireland's mini-toom, and
acclaimed the benefits of incicative planning
as shown in the First Programme for Lcencmic
Ixpansion, althcugh only a fow years previously
he cencunced planners as 'Reds'.

Latcur was punished severely for her momentary
mooeocs in jumping intc the Cozlition bed with
Finez Govl. When Prendan Ccrish tock over
leodews=nn in 1960 there were only 12 deruties
and 5u.00 tfirst preference vetes. le set abu
re-as--ving thke aims of the Labour Party - the
estui:. -t ent of a Reputlic based on the teachi
of Jamcs Counclly. Durinc the 1961 Electicns |
stated firiiy that Labour would not enter into
Ccalition with Fine Cael.

This stasement Lad two effects. First, it
Lroucht howls of protest from Fine Gacl wlho
realiscd that their days of power with a weak
Latour underdecy were over. Secondly, it
increased support for the Lctour Party, so nuch
sc that after the last Generel Elccticn, its
nunber of deputics had been coubtled and it

had received 200000 first prefercnce votcs.

What then is the present positicn in relation
to a Coalition Government. The support and
acvccacy for a Coalition hLas always come frem
Finc Geel in order that they night oust Fianna
Fail and have pewer for themselves. The
cffecct of their government has not been any
more beneficial to the interests' of the majori
of working pcople in Ircland. In fact, in 195
we saw the true hand of Fine Cael.

Lewever, the next general elcction could very
well produce an incecisive result. Political
commentators, realising this are now teginning
to rocint the finger at Latour and demandé that
Labour should do its duty anc enter a Coalition
Labcur alone are told and reminded of their cut

not to endanger democracy.

The fact is, the Latour Party was not founded
in 1912 bty James Connelly in crder that it
would ensure the continued existence of Irish
Capitalisn. fle will, tierefore, no longer

~Le tricked or cajcled into a Ccalition with

c¢ither Fine Gael cr Fianna Fzil unless they
accept the aims of tke Latour Party.

If Fine CGacl and the Sundey Incdependent feel
t?at aemccracy is beinr tlreatened, then let
tiicem and Fianna Fail join hands together.

It would nct be suck a strange union, becausec
originally they were all part of the same
party, Sinn Fein, and only owe their present
positicn to the split whicl. was causcd by the
Treaty.

Labopr.intends te c¢stablisii a 32 county focielist
Pepublic, and it is quite clcar that she will
get no assistance from cithcr Fianna Fail or
Fine Cael. Indeed Fine Cael's left-ward swing
with tlic publishinc cf Declan Costello's 'just
socicty'! was seen by the public fer what it was
- an crbarrassing attempt at head-stands.
Ccs?zllio's anncunced retirement Las finally
returncd them to square one. Fine Gael are

the official cppesition in the Dail. Fcwever
in thke til.rce mejor issues which have recently ’
tcen detated, tle fnglo-Jvish Frec Trade Agrece-
ment, tihe L.S.E. trade unice lepgislation and

tiie Couwnon Market, the ofdicral opposition party
Lhave found themselyves in cpesoment with Fianna
Fail. Latour alune oppesed tie Government.

Tpcrefo?e, let tlicre be ne mere illusions about
the L. to a Socialist Nepurlic, It can cnly
. - - A i 1 ~ :

te aclicved by e Labeur Gevernment.

l'e arc cntering our sccond ycer as an officielly
rccognisced student crganisation in U.C.D.
Fciiticel partics have been recognised in Trinity
inr quive some tire. Fowever, the Univcrsitics
Brorncies in both Cork end Gulway are still forced
tc Lold mectines ouiside College grounds.
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Cognisec student crcanisaticn in U.C.T quite
Partics have Leen rceorpised in Trinity for httad
tl’l‘;le. X:O\’Jever,' tI-C L‘niiv‘crs_ifies T‘.ranches,ln l‘t;..
and Culway are still forced to Lold mectin;s outs?
Ccllere crouncs,

leanwhile, the Dublin Vocational Lducatich
Committee, the Democratic overlord of the
Technical Schools and Colleges of Technology
have refused to premt rvcupnition to p??ltlcal
party branches beinc established in thilr
Colleges. '

Tc whom do the Colleges of Ircland belong,
the people or the Authorities. To whom are
the Authorities answerable?

For years we were scolded and abused for being
toc immature and frivolcus. e were condemned
as being irresponsible. Now that we are be-
ginning to wake up to thc mess which is cur rich
national inheritance and are beginning to try
and dc something about it, the doors of con-
ztitutional action arc¢ slammecéd shut in our
aces.

Maybe it is because in botl: Galway and Cork

ITish students arc demanding and advocating
freedom and sccial justice which first was heard
fron the lips of Tone and has been eclioed since
by every Irishk patrict whlo is now enshrincd by
the estzblishment: or meybe it is because the
people whe want tc estatlish branches and student
organisations are not within the'official'
Reputlican Party, in fact arc members cf the
resurgent Irish Labour Party.

We cen no longer accept the platitudes uttercd
on tke side of Tene's grave cach June by the
official 'Pepublican Party' and then stand by
and watch the decath agony of our country

We can nc longer listen to our leaders talk

of Christianity and social action, and then
recad the encyclicalof tle Lead of Catholicism,
cspecially the document on the Progression of
Peoples.

We therefore find curselves involved in Irish
politics because we are part of Ireland, feel
and educated by the labours of all hker pcople.
The Labour Party in College today is trying,
within its own limitations to definc more clearly

and claborate, the aims end olbjcctives of the
I+ish Lalour Party. These ave, te estatlish
a Repulilic bascd on the sociel tcachings of

Jomes Gounclly. I+ is fer tlis purpcse tlat
tlomment' is rublishod. The Universities
Dranch is alsc a focal point where peerle
concerned witl the future of cur scciety can
conc turcther and discuss and aralyse the
protlems of cur socicty, and consequently
advocate measurcs for their scluticn.

fle therefore welcome the rcturn tc college
of 211 stucdents anc extend a special welcenme
to First Ycar Stucents. Yeu will tec alvays
wclcome at cur mcetings.
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PHSTSCRIPT

The Universitics Branch of thc Labour
Party woulcd like tc cxtend its congra=-
tulations to two of its rembers who werc
clected to serve the interests of the
people. Florence O'liahony, a 21 year
&1¢ Lconomics Student of U.C.D. who was
clected to the Dun Laoire Corporation and
is tke youngest public representative

in Irelancd. Derrot O'Reurkc, last ycar's
Chairrman c¢f thc Branch anc¢ a Commerce
gracuate who was clected to represent
nurber 11 district on the Dutlin
Cerporation.

e woulc also like to extend our congra-
tulations to two cther members of thre
Branch who werc vcry ncarly successful

in the Local Elections. Niall Greene,

who stood in number 12 ¢istrict and lNichael
Byrnc whc was only cdefeated ty @ ccurle of
votes in the clections for Dun Lacirc
Corporatiocn.

To these and all thosc members of tie
Branch who were sc active in the Local
Elections, wc ccnvey the thanks cf Brendan
Corish anc Brencdan l'alligen, Pelitical
Dircctor of the Labour Party.

EXECUTIVE CO:MITTEE - 1967-68.
Chairman Pecter Heraty

Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary

Social Secretary
PRO. T.C.D.

PFC. U.C.D.

Rex Courhlan

John Dowling

Jim Lickey

Ur.a Claffey

Gregr lurphy

Jirm O'llalony

4th Year
Student,

3rd Year
Student,

3rd Year
Student

3rd Ycar
Student,

3rd Year
Student,

2nd Year

2nd Year
Student,

Vedical
U.C.D.

FEistory
T.C.D.

Scicence
U.C.D.

Lcenenics
v.C.D.

Eistroy
U.C.D.

Law Student,

Inclish
U.CID‘
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Since the foundation of the State official policy in
1ts goal of advancing the national economy has pursue
a two-fold objective, namely increasing the national
income and stemming the flow of cmigration from the
country in general - particularly by way of the
encouragement of industrialisation. Beneficial as
thls.pollcy was, what was not realised was that it
was inadequate as far as the rural areas were con-
cerned. A legacy of State policy can be seen in con
temporary Ireland as regional imbalance plagues us wi
i1ts tantalizing probtlems of an under-developed West a
a prosperous '"over-developed" Last.

From 1841 - 1951 the population cf rural Ireland fell.

by about 68.6%. Side by side with this, towns began
to grow. Dublin for instance tended to be dispro-

portionately largc sapping the life of the country as
it became a focus of undue attraction for the entire

country. By the 1960's, the situation had reached a
crisis level for census reports showed that while the
Dublin area had incrcased its population by about 1/3

since 1926, Sligo-Leitrim had lost almost the equival

propertion of its pecople. The same pattern became
evident over the rcst of the country. Between 1951
and 1961, the citics of Cork, Limerick and Galway sho
substantial increases in populaticn while figures in
the provinces continued to drop. Ircland looked 1ik
bccomlpg'a country with its people packed into a few
huge cities, oases in a desert.

Facilitics afforded by the Government for the setting
of industrics in the rural areas were quite gecnerous
tut lacking in overall planning. The Committee on
Indusprlal Organisation reporting in December 1962 pul
the figure for total grants in the under-developed arl

10.

stood up tc then as just cver £63 million which

pales into insignificance when compared with the

very large sums of money made available during the
same period from Government sources tc a small

number of very large industrics in the vicinity

of some of the larger cities. State policy instcad
of fostering a rational distributicn of employment,
populaticn, investment a land use was found wanting

in its etforts to adjust rccional imbalance. Against
this background one is nct surprised to find that the
majority cf new incdustrial undertakings continued to
gravitate towards the outskirts of the cities. One
of the precatest shortcomings in development schemes
which continued until of late was the absence of any
co-crdinated planning, particularly regicnal.

Neither in the First Prcgrammc for Eccncmic Expansion
of 1958 ncr in the Second Programme issued in 1963

was there any specific provision fcr regicnal planning.
The 2nd Programme did refer tc the develeping cof
"orowth centres' but did sc in a futuristic tone rather
than as part of a present regicnal planning system.

The need for regional planning becamc evident as rural
depopulation continued, aided still further by increased
mechanisation. The first step in the introducticn of
regicnal planning in Ireland was the Local Government
(Planning & Development) Act 1963 which came into
operation in October 1964, providing the legal framework
for decentralised planning for each planning authority
(i.e. county council or urban council) is obliged by

the provisicn cf the Act to prepare a development plan
within o third year pericd, showing objectives for the
future development of its arca. The Act makes intcresting
reading, planning authcorities being empowered tc develop
sites for industry providing wherc necessary factory
buildings etc., examination of the tourist potential

as well es land use, traffic, demcgraphic surveys are
further duties placed upon the shoulders of the planning
authcrities. The Act alsc made provision for co-
cperation between contigucus planning authorities.

March 1964 and the fcundation of the National Institute

- for Physical Planning and Construction Research (Foras

Forbartha) heraldel another step in Ireland's new era
in physical planning for thc new institute made avail-
able a centralised pcol of technical expertise at the
service of the planning authorities.
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During the course of 1964 the country was divided
into nine regions fcr purposes of planning, regions
like Dublin, consisting of Dublin City and county,
Cork and Kerry, Mayo and Galway, Sligo and Leitrim
etc. During the course of the same year the
preparaticn cf a plan for the Dublin Region was
commissioned by the Minister for Local Government

from Professor Myles Wright of Liverpool University

and for the Limerick Region from the British firm
of Nathaniel Lichfield. The newly designated regi
were groupings of counties and parts cf counties wh

pcgssessed noticeable common interests and character

The Minister, however, emphasised that regional sur
should provide scope for a wide objective assessmen

basic planning issues aiding the planning process b

identifying the function which each town and city w
performing or was capable of performing in the regi
and the country. Ministerial references to 'growt
centres'" represents a dcminant concept in Irish
regional planning having been sharply under-lined
as early as 1962 during the ccurse of a visit to
Dublin by representatives of French economic planni
It is now an accepted basic idea in regional planni
that it is necessary tc develop urban growth centre
as focal scurces of vivification of under-cdeveloped
regions deriving from "the observable and measurabl
empirical fact that economic growth takes place at
certain focal points, from which it radiates in
different directions". It appears again in the 4t

Interim Report of the Committece on Industrial Organ

(December 1962) which noted that "the choice of a
number of centres, rather than an attempt tc spread

industrial development evenly, is in accordance wit
the pattern of development in the major industrial

countries".

Towns which have the test prospects of rapid growth
would constitute primary social and economic growth
centres benefiting the surrounding towns and villag
constituting them into secondary centres which in t
would have their own satellites which might be term

tertiary centres. The choice of a number of major
centres far from depriving the smaller towns and vi
near them of their population would act as a dynamo

for the surrounding areas creating the most favoura

conditions for economic growth.

As a summary to planning and development in Ireland,

one is intlined to favour a certain amount of flexibility
in decision making in contrast to a doctrinaire approach
to the fixing on centres for major industrial develop-
ment. Again in spite of the success cf the Shannon
Industrial Estate and the proposals for the Galway and
Waterford Industrial Estates, the dangers cf excessive
paternalism should be avoided. Finally, in view of

the powers of the Minister cf Local Government in cc-
ordinating the various regional plans submitted tc

him, one can only hope the Minister puts the naticnal
interest before his pclitical sense for many of us
remember thc Ballymun Housing Estate being splashed
across our newspapers on the eve of a major elcction.
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Mt e ot s - ng, Sceinlist, the
magazine of the American Young Socialist Allianc

The author, Larry Sierle is a member of ;he YSA.

As the Cubana Airlines stewardess announced that
we were preparing to land in Cuba, "Territorio
libre de las Americas" we cheered - we had
successfully defied the State Department's ban
on travel tc Cuba. And after crossing the
Atlantic twice to go "90 miles from home' we
felt we were, indeed, in free territory.

We arrived on June 12, 1964. There were 59 of
us, mostly students, frcm the United States; ani
our trip was the second lime in two years that 2/
group of American students had attempted to craci
the travel ban.

What struck us first was not Cuba itself, but thi
view of the entire world as seen from Cuba. It
was as if we had gone through a magic looking gli
everything was reversed. Press reports cameé
from Peking, not Kong Kong; from Prensa Latina |
(Cuban press service) not AP and UPI, £from Hano:
instead of Saigon. In the U.S. we were branded
"international criminals'; in Cuba we were Te-
presentatives of what was decent and honest 1in tl
United States.

No matter how "radical" we had peen at home,.we
felt the deep impact of living internationalism
in Cuba. Everywhore there were postoers reading

"Victnam - we are with you!" (The antiwar movemel

had not really begun in the U.S. at this time, al
the concern with Vietnam was new to many of the
students on the trip). To many of the North

14.

Americans there scermed to le a contradiction:

how coueld Cuba be so concerned about vietnam

anc otuer revolutionary mcvements when Cula
itself was conscantly larassed by the bleck-

ade, by provaoticds from Guantanamu, and faced
with the ever-present U.S. punlost, visivle

from the lMalccen drive in Liavana? For the Cubtans
it was sirrle. They saw it all as cne strurgle.
Thie revolution in Vietran anc the Latin American
guerrilas were fichtine the same battlc - a struecle
ti.at was helping to get the Yanpuis oif the lLacks
of Cula, as well ss all opprcssed recple.

Ve were provided with a tour arranged Ly the Cuban
Instirute fer Fiicndshiip arons Peoples (LCAP )
bui we were frec to go anywhere at any time. lie
frequently found trips on cur own to be mcre en-
liphtening than the official tcur.

Ve visited the internationally known Casa de les
Americas, home or the Cuban artists and writers
union. In talving with tle ctficials of the

union we werc made comscious of tlic independence
within the socialist cemp tkat Cuban revolutionaries
have fcught to havd to maintain. A question was
asked one of the Culans about socialist reslism,

and vhether Cuba would follow the Soviet Uaicon

in tle aeeca of tho arts. Ile answercd:

"o, we think that it is the righkt c¢f each country
to decide for iteslf the kind of art it wants,

It would be just as wronp for Russians to interfere
witn Cuban art as for us to interfere with Soviet
arc'". Cu tlie question of "proletarian culture',
the Cukans maintcined "it would Le wyeng for the
revoluticn to try to create a culturve of one class -
the proletariat - when what we are tryins tc deo is
to abelisk classes, to bLuild a classlcss Cuba.

It is natural thst a writer should thinl: of readers,
during a revolution a writer should think of how to
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be mcst useful tc the pecple. Dut first nany
Cubans were larcely illiterate, and nany otlers
were so concitioned to mass mecia, popular 'art
that they proferi=d scap operas te llaxim Gorky.
The artist mist 2:so cultivate the taste of the
masses, othc:wisr he wiil be writing soap operas
liriters published in Cuta in 1964 included Joyce
Proust, Kaflia, Licar /fllen Pue was the best
seller of 15G3.

In llavana we had on evening meeting with Blas
Foca, former leacer of ihe Partido Socialista
Popular (proc-lioscuw Comrunist Party in Cuba) and
former cditor of tlie newsjyayper licy. Cne cf the
students in our group asked hin why the PSP Lad
civen support tc Datista and even helped to put
him in power cs a "lesser evil" in 1939. Ee wai
alsc asked why the PSP had opposed the July 26th
Movement up uatil it was clear that it was coinc
to take power. Reca appeared to be on the defe
throushout the evening and answered by claiming
"There was always a unitec front in oppositicn t

Batista'". Dut 1tan he went on to try tc justif)

the PSP's oppcsitton to the July 26th Movement.
In cefensc of the "two-stage revclution" theory,
Noca told us that, "In 1953 the protlem for Cuba
was nct the comrutist revolution but the overthr
of tyranny. The secend protlem was to liberate
Cuba from imperiaiist domination. The third
problem was one c¢f arrarien reforn. The fourth

protlen was mass wnenployment. The fiftl probll

was racial discrinination".

but when someone asked, "Wasn't it precisely the

socialist revolution that was necessary to sclve

these protlems?" Roca ignored the questiocn and v
on tc another point.

16.

Iz cuntrast t¢ tle rectin' -"it! Deca was ¢n
interview ve lad witl (e Toowvarn on v oust

o Cle's a;nraocy was ooe of ooy lete

fran’ness. Loeospole o [ ncevesity of

Tusine sociaiist oro.vsioos sa Macyal incentives'.
Slthou~h at thie tive 1ot of us were ipnorant of
tle irpertanst ocw. vice-rcasinc irclications of this
Jiscussion theu Loin carvict «n in Cuba, In

siors and factorvies tlat e Lad toured we wire

alveys slown tiu syster of "sociclist erulatis-n"

in vihicl tie worloer viti. tle Rislest roductivity

for ti.c nontl vas cuvercel tle 'van uard worker"

Lanaer; and ulercly tic vorlers wure ~iven Lenuscs

for cver-fulfiilin quu.as, cor fires for failins

to neet guotas, ia such - ranner as te cnount virtually
to ricce weri.

CLe raintainec that tiess raterial incentives, tuourh
ti.ey vri~..t Lo unavoidelic v certain instanccs,

should Le rciecated to sew.nd (lace, and tiat tle
rrincinle inco cives slculs Lo reveluticaary en-
tuusiasy ard tin exarples sct Ly consciously sccialist
uvcrlers.

Tle Cuban revolution vas five end cne hLelf years cld
ir tlhe surrcr & 1064, Jat its corinant tcne vas

cne of youtl.fil entiusias:. Tle Culan messes uere
lecarnin: for t.: first tire tc rend and write. Two
rillion neo,le (Lut of a jeyulaticn of 6 millicn) wvere
students in one Zurr cr anotlier. /lnest cne-.alf
rillion ciults vere oin’ to ri~ t scioel. Tic
nunber «f ¢! il’ren in yrircry sclocl jumped fror
6C0,000 Lcfore tie rovelution tr 1,250,000 in 1564.
Learning tc¢ rea” arnd writc was not tie cnly Limd of
educaticn teins carricd out. In Corcruey “rovince

o pot viti the heea! of a velabilitaticn ceatre for
1rostitutes, Ti¢ corrvicticn of U.S. Jeninatien Jid
not disappear irijcedictely. It i1l ta'e ycers for
the vovn s inflicte. cii Celan sccicty Ly its relatioen-
shij- te the UL.S. tc leal. *ut the revoluticn cocs

e

¢
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everythiin- it can t¢ reliciilitete tiose incdivicdual
lite tiec nrostitutes, wvio were pcrsvnclly victiri:
Ly the syster. The¢ relubilitation centre claineg
5% success. Toe [ rorrar wes centred entirely ar
work; the najority of t. ¢ voren ncecded only tle
oprertunity to rcet a Jccent jol, or learn a2 s’ill,
T-e ra'nitule of t ¢ :robler facin; tic ruvelutiorn
in recoustructing Culan scociety can lec scen Ly the
fact that in adiitivn to arn estirated 380000 prost
ncarly 200,000 reople verc raline a livin Ly yard
before tle revolution.

Tle tour tocl us tc Zantiaco Je Cula for tlie 11th
aniiversery ol tl.e attac!. or the l‘'uncada Larracks,
waicl. is rerarde? as tle startin 1oint of the Cul
revoluticu. Fidcl celivered t.c¢ nain s, cec.. i
sat on tle sreanlers' rletforr, alon: vitl visitors
frem Co:rmunist nartics of Lurore, :sia and Latin
Arerica; but thoe ruests of Lencur wverc the rclati
cf ticvsc revoluticaoories wiw fell in thic assault ¢
tlie ‘encada Iarrocls.

Scerewlere tetweern 300,000 and 500,000 Cubans atten
ti:e rolly. Fiiel's tone, ti.e attentive posture ¢
ti.e audience, un? above cll, tle content of tie s]
ceipletely disyroved tic clar e that Fidel's siece
vere aut.inc btut erotional harairues desifnecd to v
up a frenzy cf hatrcd fer tic u.l. Tie four and
hwur speeches of Fidel are sirply tic mest direct
vf ecucatin~ au catire povulation in the tlhinking
tic revolution. Tle fcocal - cint of tic speccl we
tic clarie by the urranis.tion cof frerican Ctates
Cubza lLad intervencd in tle intcrnal affairs of Vel
Py senJin; arrs to the Veuczuelan rucrrilcs. In
ansverinec tiis zttacl, Fidel revicved, one by one,
tle situaticn in eaci. ¢f tic¢ Latin s/rerican counti
en’in- vitl Verezucla itsel” "a country vlere iund
of younc stulcnts lave tecn assassinatel."
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Hu el ot-weel tour of C Lu coincided witl tho first
of tle "1 n~, Lot sumners" in tle U.C. 'hen ve
returnec toe the United Ctates cverylody wos tal! iug
about t ¢ Tenkin Cuvlf incident and tle Jolnson-
Golduwater election carnais, Or arrivin; at tic
airjort, we werce notifiec tliat cur jassyorts vere
Leinyp Jeclercs invalic, nnd tirec students vere
Landed sulyoenas tc a;pear leforc [UAC,

The contre .t Letucen lifce in Cuba uader the revolution
anc life in the U.S, uwn’er caritalisr was so ~larinc,
so startling, tiat it completely altered cur persrec
Socialisr had lez2n an ivca, a Jesiralle cocl. For
many of us it had boonr at 1 ost an interestin: concert.
The tri; to Cula ra’e us see tiat the road tc socialisn
was ot the samc tine betl o [ ossitility and o burniu-
necessity. To aid the Culan revelution, to defeat

its enerics, tc build a revolutionary noverent lerc

in the U.S. - tilis Lecane tle ir-erative.

»
\

Thic travel lton is still in effcct and ¢ person who
cefies it still louses his rassart wicn Le returns.
Lovever, 2 rccent Sunrene Court Jecision ruled tlat
U.S. citizens cannot Le suljected tu cririncl clarres
for travelline "witlout = valil »assport'. Un-
fortunately tlecre was ne coordincted atterpt to
crranisc reetin-s, tours ctc. to tell the trut!

about tie Cula we saw or to orranise an cffective
cefense araiust tle Gevernrent's attacl on our ri- it
to travel. I sjole cn several caryuses inr l'innescta
and I Jncyw from the resjyounse I received that if all of
us wic vznt te Culia tiat surrer lLad spolen ¢ll cver the
country tlat it weuld lLeve done a lot to ntelp fi-iit
tlie travel Lan.

Ti.e ‘"rerican Covernrent is ir a very veak rosition witi
recarde to freedem ¢f travel. If 1life in Cula is sc
terrille, wly nct let .rericans see for tlemselves?

The simple fact is tiat L7J ‘novs full vell that notiine
woule swell t.e rvanls of tie revolutionary muverent
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nore than thousands ¢f Jrerican students travellinc
to Cula, seeinc tl.e revolution for ticerselves and
returnins to tiis country, as we ¢ic, deterrined

to devote their lives to tli.e Lattle for socialisr.

For seven cdays tle Trilunal lecard le~al, historical
anc scientific evidence concernin: the questicns of
arcression, and tie bonling of the Vietranese civilian
vopulatioi. Thiis evilence (nuch of it ~athered

by tle varicus Investizatinc Corrissioas seat to
Vietrar. Ly tie Tribunal itself) tool the followin-
ferrs:  eviaence of civilian bortardrents, collected
on the svot in Victuom (c... plotorrerhs and frac-
mentation tenls); films (Ly the Japancse Conrittee
for tle Iavestiration cf U.S. lLar crires in Vietn:r,
tiie bericcratic Republic of Vietpar, and lLoger Pic, _
Frenci. fily-raler anc mernber of a Trilunal Investirati
Commissicn), rore than tiirty re;orts, dealing with
ti.c iistory and lerality of U.S. interventicn in
Vietnar, anti-personnel vearons, Lorbinrs of clurcles,
racocas, scluols, hosiitals, <ikes etc., testimony
ond questioning of two iertl Vietnarese and tuo Couth
Vietnerese victims «f Lorlinc attacks ~ ti.ree of

ther, includings a siall ltoy, victins of napalrm and one
a victir of fracuentation bonbs.

One of ti.e most irnpressive aspects of the Trilunal wvas
the seriousness of its approac!, aid tle thorouclness
cf its dJocunentation ond Investiratine Comnissions.

I

THE
WOBRKERS
REPUBLIC

AUTIIOR -

PAT HPALY I3 A GR.DUATE OF U.C.D, AID IS
CURRLNTLY A LECTULER IN DOLTONW STLUZoT,

al Qo Dy »
At ths coming Labour Party conference motions
will be discussed calling for the reiunsertion of
the demand for a “Jorkcers Republic among the aims
and objects of the party, This development, which
is a reflection of the growing leftward trend in
Irish politics, will be welcomed by all worlkers who
see the need Tor the radical reorganisation of the
economy in the interest of the working class, This
neced will becoume all the ucre apparent in the coming
monllis whoen Piaana Fail, the executive crmuittee of
the explciting class, will attempt to shaciie the
workers by enacting anti-irade union legislation.,

The history of the demand for a Workers!
Republic in the Labour movenient is most instructive,
It was tize goal of James Connoclly co-founder with
Larizin of the Labour Party, It was clear to him
that indercndence alone would not aljleviate the
plight of tie toiling nan, Conseqguently he instructed
the citizen ariny to hold onto their arms in the
coming fight lest those that were witi them should
stop sliort of his objective, In the thirties tae
demand for a Woriters! Republic split the Republican
Congress, its opponents holding that the national
revoiution must first be completed ~ shouts of De
Valera's infTarious dictum "Labour must wait," It was
formally incorporated as an objective of the Labour
Party in 1936, However, anti-progressive fans
were soon to show their hand, The executive of the
Irish National Teachers Organisation, who were then
?ffiliated to the Party, sent a letter to the
Hierarchy asking their opinion as to whether the
aims and objects of the Labour Party were in any
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way in cenflict with Cotholic teaching. This was
relexred by the Hievwarcuy to a cotwmiittce of experts
wie replicd tast cexrtain things wore &0l cave as an

erxauie the fact that the Werlicrs! Nepusiic was the
atamate objective of the Paxty,

A series of amendments were pleced on the
agenda of the 1933 counfeience by the T.H.T,0, with
the object of deleting the objectionabie clauses
from the constitution, It became apparent however,
after a numper of discussions between the executive
of the I.lleT.0., and some meithers of the A.C. oi the
Party that the amendments would not be passed. Thy
were accordingly withdrawn after an assurance by
1IIORTOW that he would use "other means" to have
them adopted, The amendments again appeared on
the agenda of the 1939 conierence but were rererred
llowever, the A,C. sought and obtained permission ir|
the conference to redraft the constitution, This
supported by Tom O!'Comnell, a former Chairman of thi
Paity, who remarked "people might think we're
socialists." A new draft~constitution was circula
in April 1940 and in this draft all reference to thi
Vorlzers' Republic had been omitted, This was fina
passed in the 40!'s and following this the T17.To0a
received the express commendation of the Bishops,
Before this statement from the bishops no public
mention had been made of the negotiations that had
been going on between the executive of the T i1.T40,
certain members of the A.C. of the Labour Party and
noierarchy, Even to-day it is not thought advisabl
to make public reference to the circums.iaices which
led up to the alterations in the censtitution,

It is significant that no direct vote was ever taki
on the deletion of the Workers! Republic clause.

The Labour Party has recently declared itself
to be a socialist party, but declarations alone are
meaningless unless the Party adopts a socialist
programme {or workers power centred around the dem
for a Workers! Republic, Thexre must be no
anbiguity about the goal for wivich we are striving,
Ve can learn ruch from the experience oi the Britis
Labour Party. This so-called socizlist party were
elected witizout a socialist programme and with no
perspective outside the capitalist systen, How,
having no other perspective, they govern in the
interest of the exploiters and when these exploiter
encounter difficulties which spring {rom the inhere
contradictions in capitalism they unload the
problems onto tie backs oi the worliers by
deliverately creating unemployment, This human
suffering, this gross waste of resources which shou
be used to better the lot of those who work could
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never talie place in a planned ecoiolly,. Anyone

wiio nas any illusions that the Britisizi Labour Party
is governing in tlhe interest o tie worlizers should
consult tine growing dole queues,

This is not what we mean by a Voriters! Republic.
The Vorlizers! Zepublic is tiae rule o tize majority,
organised tirougi: worliers! couacils, without standing
ariiy or permanent bureaucracy, needing repress on
initially only agaianst the formerly exploiting minority.
The electorate will retain the right of immediate
recall of its representatives at all levels, Trereiore
tiie chiaracter of this semi-~state ol tize worlking class
is radically diflereat, Uhereas preseat "dewocracy"
is based on a state of exploitation o the vast
majority, and is only an enpty, legalist foruula
maslizing an euployers! dictatorsi:ip, the iorizers'
nepublic means real democracy, tie reality oi tie
controlling will of the worikers: it is democracy by
and Jor tihe worliiing people against tiie exploiters.

In the Uoxrlizers'! .lepublic the lieans of life will
be social property. Thie factories, banks, insurance
companies and rieans ol transport and commmnication
will be the coumon property ol tlhe woriing people,
controlled dewmocratically, 411 imperialist economic
holdings will be expropriated, Largce scale iadustry wi.
be nationalised, (llationalisation being understood as
the transierenice ol ownership to tliie worlers! state
under t..e direct socialist management o the working
class, The existing state-capitalist enterprises
will also be traasierred into social property by
tie Vorkers! State. Large estates and capitalist
agricultural undertalzings will be inationalised.
There will be state monopoly ol tie wirolesale trade,
nationalisation for use by the people of large houses

in town and country. Small propeity in town and
couantry will ot be expropriated and non-exploiters
will not be coerced, Only wizen the suall farmers

can see the advaantages of amalgamation aand large scale
agriculture will tlere be any cuestion of reorganisation
here, Until that time, planniag by tiie Vorlters! State
will at least {ree the small Taruer from the disasterous
elTects ol tie present anarchic capitalist systeiil,

On a local level worixers manage.:ent will be te
rule; omn a national level, economic functions will
ve centralised in tie lLhands ol tie democratically
controlled worizers state, The ceatral and local
will interact and mmtually adjust to the otlier, for
tize first tizne a rational econouly planned in tie
interests of tie seli~controlling worlking man will be
Possible.
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In relation to the Labour Party conferciice a
word oi warniig is iitecessary, Past expericice has g}
that the cleverest carcecerists olften adopt lelt-soundi:
phirascs as a mcans to their own eads. Vheil (ush |
Gaitskell sought to delete Clauszs 1V irom the British
Labour Party constitution his most vigorous apﬁonent
was Iiarold ilson (Clausc 1V states that the aim of tj
Party is thie control of the means e production by
those wiio labour by hand or by brain). ITow Yilson
end his fellow traitors mot alome ignore Clause 1V bw
even their own clection promises, It will not be
surprising, therefore, if the conierence accepts the
Worlzers! Republic motion by a large majority with
strong vocal support Ifrom all mamncx of opportunists
and place~seelicrs, But let us not be deceived, Lei
us elect officers wio will struzgle for Connolly'ls
glorious goal and ailter confereiice let us wage a
constant determined struggle within the Party lest ang
bureaucrat, blaciktleg or traitor should renege oir the
battle for socialism and place nis own seliish iantere:
before thosc of tiie worling class,

Onward to a ‘Jorlkers! Republicll
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POEMS

BY HAYDEN MURPLY.
1. A WAKE FOR A CITY'S NIGHT.

e ————— ——

City’

Nights

Wrapping public company
Ever around and about you.

Hupe shadowed; black peopled
Buses, trundling
Streets.

Head 1it taxies
Populating yellow lamp 1lit
Streets.

And feet with voices |
Whirl about, ever
Providing the flight of a

City's night. 30th January, 1967.

2. THE WORLD AWAKE.

They marck
Millions
Of feet

TRAMPING |
POUNDING |
STRIDING

PROJECTING

THE CONSCIOUS HUMANITY
ARRIVALS DEPARTURES i
noise resounding
again, again and again
and

~again
a silence
and the wind stirs
MY shadow
in the silence
30th January, 1967.
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A very obvious facet ¢f Irisi life today is tie
almost total lacl. of a colereant, if indeed any,
philosophy of naticnal develojnent. i'hat nust
cause the rreatest concern is the fact that no
pliiloscphy (perlaps twe grandiose a title, lut
effective nevertieless) is in the nrocess of beirn;
ferred. i'e are living in a spiritual vacuur fron
wi.lci no-one is cven trying to cscaye. ilobedy
Las tc be told of the many grave social jrollenms
which need to lLe tacllcd with leterniration and
courare. Among tlose wiicli syrin~ to mind are
rroulers in the agricultural s;lLere, in industrial
relaticns, in distritution of incore. I'Cucation
too requires many clances. U.C.I'. is tle preserve
cf tle nidile-class, a middle-class conspicuous

by its inertitude and rnediccrity. Indced tic
rarelysing kcld of the middle-cleass rri;s al
secticns of Irish life, /cross tle vater we

can see tkat a social revolution is taliing rlace,
an¢ has Leen for a nurler of years, witl cver-
increasing rapidity. T..e elite wihich is corin-
to the fore is an intellectual elite, a teclno-
logical elite, and it is tleir tyre c¢f elite wuich
i1s necessary for survival in the verid of tocday.
Of course, an intellectual aristccracy vrin-s,
along witkh the usual problems cof any aristecracy,
a special set of problers vwhicl vill Lave to be
taciled as tiicy arise, I'ut one tiin: is certain,
no country, including Ireland, can survive unless
it has its rost intellirent aul nost arressive
tyres at the head. '

«i:at then is the casec with Irelanc? It is
vrolally nc exacgeratioun to say that tle best
brains of the country are vieldin: ricl and s..ovel
in ceanstructing the motorvays of Dritain., Tiis
dreadful naemorrlhiare is rerarded with a cool
corj'lacency Lty those wicse [usiness it is to do
sonetiing about it. Tut the rnew Lstablisinent
whick Las growun up since "Iude; endence", larrely
self-jerpetuating, is claracterized ly a lacl of
any origanal thourht or acticn. Ti'¢ tendency is
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to iritate. Tl¢ rassive inferiority comrlex o the
Irish ranifests itself Ly a slavislh imitation c¢f tlc
attitudes cf otler nctions, esrecially tie Anglos,
anc tlis tendency is rcst evident in tie middle-classes
Lveryone (tle Lritisl) is roinc into Zurcpe, and so
it is rcoc¢ for Ireland tc fo in. Lnd of Discussion.,
(me wight say '"well, if Britain roes in, ve just
iilave to follow". Perlaps. Dut Lus any scrious
thourl.t and Jebate ta'en place as to the rrellers,
tle irplications or tie otler o-tions (if any) to
mertership of the L.L.C.? 7f course not! That's
too much lilte lLarc wark. ind of course tie Irisk
lenzuare, in this day and are, l.as nc rlace, no
rlace ct 211, Priritive, barbariam toarue. One
could trin- ur more sxarples, Vietrarr, the Clurci.
But to refer to one varticuler claracteristic of

tiie miccle-class, its Clristianity. For tle riddle-
class Catholicisn iiplies I'ass ¢n Cunday, benccdiction
cven, convent ecducation for tlc ~irls, "lilberal"
moanincs ot T.C. about the Trinity man, adequate
meney in the plate (the pledsre, strangely, is scme-
what infrs dig - must be too nmuch effort) and a
complete dis-regard of the basic ccncept of Christian-
ity - charity, love of one's fellow ran. The
arrogant pricst has teen replaced as the curse of
Irish Catholicism by bourgeois selfishness. I

sort of negative Christianity which counsists in
keeping the rules as far as one's own position

is concerned in socciety. Put care for the less
fortunate brethern, specifically those who have

to exist in poverty or wander on the waves of the
world, does not concern those of well-ied

suburbia. One does not want to turn into a sort

of religicus dogratist, but it seers rplain enouch

as to what charity consists of in Ireland today.

It consists of the elements of sccial justice,

a more equitable distribution of inceme, more
protection for the poor and sick in the way of
financial benefits, ecual opportunity to all to
better themselves in their own land, a willingness
to forgo more consumption for oncself so that others
less fortunate might enjoy more, rccogniticn and
implerentation of the need for hard work tc improve
the ccnditions of society genecrally and for all.

The list ss inexhaustitle. Thkis is not a call

for doctrinaire sccialism, fcr a class conflict

R e
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Ve must talk in the language of the 60's not of

the 30's. lic do not want a divided society,

but a society which is united. "Ie need a
philosophy which will recognise that tlLis country
cannot survive without radical changes, changes
which will upset the social status quo, still tke
natural development from British rule, finally

and irrevocable we nced a philosophy of self-
reliance which will do away with the old inferiority
complex. fnd we need new leadership, leadership
which will successfully corbine the old with the
new, which will assert Ireland's rlace in the world,
not of course in terms of physical power, but in
terms of moral power. Lecadership must give a
degree of emotional intensity to the country, the
urge to develop and fulfil, One hesitates to

usc dated terms suchk as '"national destiny", but

this cynicism and false cosmopolitanism of the
so~called educated must be attaclec. Cynicism

is a cover for ineptitude, we have Loth in rlenty.
The imitation of the Angles, rcferred to previously,
is regarded as a mark of being up to date, wheress
in rcality it is a vicious forr of rarockialism,
vicious because it puts, in a largely uncritical
fashion, the valucs and customs and beliefs of
another people before one's own, parochial because
the standards of thc Angles are talen as the sole
criterion.

No-one kncws whcre Ireland is going, how she will

face the new Europe and a changins world. Values

alter and the pace of change itself is so fast that

we are bewildered. Tre 01d iceals seem to lose

tleir potency, their attractiveness, and in cur

frantic groping for a set of practical and relevant

new values ve are in the process ¢f tkrowing over-

board all of the oléd indiscriminately. But tlere

is one value which must co - the slavish subscrvience

to authority. It scems as thcugh to oppose- national
gevernment smacks of disloyalty, althourk one wculd have
thought that after sc many ycars the rcalisation weculd
have effectively dawned that native Governemnt is no
panacea. On tke contrary, whko can deny that if ruled
by Britain today Ircland would be better off naterially?
If the concept of national independence, to bte more
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specific, cf political independence, ceases tob
have any validity or meening, what then is to be
the criterion? lMaterialism?

But it seems clear enough that before real progress
can be achieved in this country, 1n any sphere,
what is needed is leacership and vision, and as yet
there is no sign of either appearing.



MESSAGE FROM
» BREENDAN CUORISH

I welcome the opportunity to speakx to the students of

Us.CusDs and Trinity College. Je in ti.e Labour Party
have realised for a long time ta=zt if a Labour
Govermment is to be returncd by tue peopie of Ireland
it will have to renreosent iore tiiaan ome scction of

our people, The Party theretore is proud of tae
position of tiie Lebnur Parity Sroach in tae universities,
Por in ocur uaiversivies wro conbained th: biains of

our country, ¢r $29 We W d hene, UnTortunotely
economics rativr vihan intelligeace usually decides who

enters our wiivergsities.

The Labour Party believes that it is oaly through
socialisia that Ireland cecix fulfill the promises of the
1916 Proclamatioin wihich are accepied aad embraced by
all sections ol tie commuity,. The Jorm that
socialisii will talze in Ireland is to be decided by
Irisih menn and woiaen., It is here that students and
tiie universities caa play a major role. They have
the sikxilled training and education required to
forimulate coirerent and competent policies.,

Lo too loa, thney have grumbled over the laciz of
intellectual dcbate in Irish politics. Vizile this
was true, it was because the political stage was
dominated by Treaty parties and Treaty issues,
Labour, advocating socialism in tize thirties, forties
and fifties, was lilze a voice in the wildermness.,

Ve now have to listen to lectures on the merits of
indicative planning by the recently converted.
nowever, they still do not know hiow to plan, or more
important, they don't want to plam, The Taoiseach's
graveside address over the famous Second Progranie is
a striking example of their incoupetency.

Labour has advocated full scale economic planning of
the natioun's resources witl public enterprise as a
major instrument of acticu as the only eifective
solution to tiie nation's probleiis. Ffor years we
were condemned and abused as coimmunists.
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To-day, however, things are changing, The old
Treaty issues are dead. Labour is steadily
advancing, as witnessed by our success in the
last general election and this year's local
elections,

There is roomt in the Labour Party for anyone who
cares sufficiently about the people,of this country
and who is prepared to work for the solution orf
their probleris, Students especially welcome, {or
we will need the help of doctors, engineers,
econonists, teachers, scientists, architects and
intellectuals iinn the formation oI comprehensive and
detailed policy and in the development of socialist
solutions to Irish problems,

The Labour Party contains people witix a wide variety
of opinions and views, This is not seen as a
hindrance but ratiier as a stimulus in thie development
of our own political thinking, Ve are however
united in one aim, that is the establishing of an
Ireland whicii will be free from tihe degradation of
unemployment and bad worliing conditions, the anguish
of hunger and sicimess, and the agony of poverty and
humiliation,

Anyone who shares tliese aims is welcone to enter the
Labour Party and join us in our difficult struggle to
achieve a Socialist Republic of Ireland.
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